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Objectives 

 The judiciary is one of the most important institutions of a state. Its integrity and 
independence from political manipulations are the foundations for maintaining the rule of law. 
Globe Afrique’s objectives were to understand if the case against Liberian persons accused in 
The Deceivers of committing crimes for which indictments of bribery, economic sabotage, 
criminal conspiracy, criminal solicitation and criminal facilitation were obtained, based on 
hearsays and violations of privacy laws by Global Witness, were adequate to sustain successful 
prosecution in Liberia. 

Summary of the Report 

 The investigation by Globe Afrique, which is detailed in this Report, shows that there is 
no factual or credible basis for the prosecution of Liberian persons accused in The Deceivers. 
The Deceivers is a Global Witness publication on the business activities of Mr. Philippe-Henri 
Edmonds and Mr. Andrew Groves, using Sable Mining Africa Limited (Sable Mining), a 

company listed on the Alternative 
Investment Market of the London 
Stock Exchange. The Liberian 
persons have been charged with 
bribery, economic sabotage, criminal 
conspiracy, criminal facilitation and 
criminal solicitation. 

 The Deceivers alleged that through 
Senator Varney Sherman and even 
directly, the 2005 Public Procurement 
and Concession Act (2005 PPC Act) 
was amended to provide an 
Article/Section 75 in a 
modified/revised law (the 2010 Public 
Procurement and Concession Act), 
which provides that Liberia’s Minister 
of Lands, Mines, and Energy could 
declare mineral resources of Liberia 
as “Non-Bidding Areas, ” and this 
was intended to circumvent the law 
which provides for tender for mineral 

resources (competitive bidding). The Deceivers alleged that such change in the law was intended 
to facilitate Sable Mining winning the Wologizi Mountain and this was accomplished through 
bribes given by Sable Mining to Liberian Government officials through Senator Varney Sherman 
and directly by Sable Mining. 

Mr. Philippe-Henri Edmonds, a British national, a major 
shareholder of Sable Mining Africa Limited 
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 Our investigation revealed that the change in the 2005 PPC Act was not made for the 
purpose stated in The Deceivers. Additionally, Globe Afrique’s researchers found no verifiable 
evidence that bribes were paid by Sable Mining directly or through Senator Varney Sherman to 
influence the change of the 2005 PPC Act. We will like to emphasize that allegations are not 
facts! Our investigation also revealed that Global Witness did not conduct its research as wholly 
and thoroughly as it should have; it did not talk to those international agencies and consultants 
who assisted the Liberian Government in changing the law; it did not speak to the principal 
Liberian participants involved in the process of changing the law, such as the executive directors 
of the Public Procurement and Concession Commission (PPCC) during the process of the change 
of the law. The Deceivers is based on speculations and innuendoes, not facts. The writers 
themselves of The Deceivers conceded that insofar as the Liberian section of that report is 
concerned, they relied on disaffected employees of Sable Mining and other companies owned by 
Mr. Edmonds and Mr. Grooves and on leaked emails. Speculations, innuendoes, and hearsays are 
not evidence on which to prosecute the Liberians accused in The Deceivers.  

 The 2010 PPC Act, which is the amendment or revision of the 2005 PPC Act, was a 
significant structural change in the procurement and concession law and processes in Liberia. 
The change was possible only with the assistance of Liberia’s development partners at the time 
(USAID, UNDP, World Bank, and EU). The change could have been possible only with the 
approval of these development partners, and President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, from all accounts, 
appears to be a significant partner in the change. The change could have been possible only if 
President Sirleaf herself agreed to that change. So, the allegations made by Global Witness are 
not valid according to reports and investigations by Globe Afrique. 

 Investigations by Globe Afrique also revealed that there must be some other motivation 
for the prosecution of the accused persons in the absence of a scintilla of evidence to support the 
allegations against them. It is our considered opinion that The Deceivers has provided an 
opportunity for President Sirleaf to carry out a political vendetta against some of those accused 
in The Deceivers. And this is the only reason why the Liberian Government is prosecuting the 
accused persons while noticeably ignoring others.  

 Investigations by Globe Afrique further revealed that the Kofa Commission (the Special 
Presidential Taskforce) has co-opted the print and electronic media and inflamed the minds of 
the Liberian public against the persons accused by The Deceivers and that a fair and impartial 
trial may not be given to them. Investigations by Globe Afrique also further revealed that some 
former and present members of the Liberian Government and Liberia’s development partners 
might have information that The Deceivers has not told the truth about how the 2005 PPC Act 
was amended to get the 2010 PPC Act, which includes a provision for “Non-Bidding Areas.” 
And for whatever reasons, the former Liberian officials and Liberia’s development partners are 
not talking. This “culture of silence” is inimical to a fair trial of the accused persons.   
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Somebody needs to present the real facts of the matter. And this is the 
purpose of the investigations by Globe Afrique and the presentation of 

this Report. 

 The results of the Investigations by Globe Afrique are contained in this Report. Unlike 
The Deceivers, this Report is based on face-to-face interviews, telephone interviews, reviews of 
laws and regulations (especially Regulation No. 002, the 2005 PPC Act and the 2010 PPC Act), 
court records and our knowledge and experience as Liberians.  Where telephone interviews were 
conducted, face-to-face corroboration was obtained from each interviewee by our assistant in 
Liberia. 

And investigations by Globe Afrique and this Report wholly and entirely exculpate the 
accused persons. For the information of the reader of this Report, Counsellor Fonati Koffa, 
Chairman of the Special Presidential Taskforce to investigate the accusations of The Deceivers 
was interviewed, but he was evasive and belligerent. He insisted that documents (such as alleged 
account statements for Sherman & Sherman (Senator Varney Sherman’s law firm) and returned 
checks drawn on the law firm’s client account at the International Bank Liberia Limited, emails 
allegedly exchanged between Sherman & Sherman and Sable Mining, and a statement allegedly 
issued by Mr. Heine Van Nerkierk, the country manager for Sable Mining), which he presented 
to one of our investigators, Mr. J. Cholo Brooks, were sufficient. Had Counsellor Fonati Koffa 
allowed a normal, instead of a combative interview, the questions which would have been posed 
to him, some of which remain unanswered, are attached hereto at Annex I. 

In attendance at the first meeting with Counsellor Fonati Koffa was Counsellor Daku 
Mulbah, County Attorney for Montserrado County, who was one of the prosecutors at the 
aborted trial. Mr. Marc Kollie and Mr. Blamo Kofa, two of the principal witnesses for the 

Liberian Government, who also 
testified at the aborted trial, refused 
to be interviewed.  

Mr. Marc Kollie and Mr. 
Blamo Kofa were two of the three 
persons who signed the December 
16, 2016 “Special Presidential 
Taskforce on the Global Witness’ 
Report,” which formed the basis for 
the prosecution of the accused. The 
third signatory to this document is 
Mr. Aaron H. Aboah, Program 
Manager for Enforcement at the 

Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission; he too refused to be interviewed for this Report. Had they 
agreed to be interviewed, the questions which would have been posed to Mr. Marc Kollie, Mr. 
Blamo Kofa and Mr. Aaron Aboah are attached hereto as Annex II.   

Counsellor Daku Mulbah, County Attorney for Montserrado 
County - one of the prosecuting lawyers at the aborted trial 
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 Also for the information of the reader of this Report, efforts were made to conduct a 
telephone interview with Mr. Heine Van Nerkierk, the South African national, who managed the 
activities of Sable Mining Africa Limited (Sable Mining) in Liberia in 2010 and who was an 
executive of Delta Mining Consolidated Limited (Delta Mining). Calls and text messages to his 
numbers in South Africa and London were not answered. Similarly, investigators for Globe 
Afrique had intended to conduct telephone interviews with Mr. Klaus Piprek, another South 
African national, who was the immediate assistant to Mr. Heine Van Nerkierk, but no phone 
numbers could be found for him.  

Globe Afrique’s investigators had assumed that if they had talked to Mr. Van Nerkierk, 
he would have given them the contact numbers for Mr. Piprek. It should be noted here that both 
Mr. Van Nerkierk and Mr. Piprek are named in the December 23, 2016 report of the Koffa 
Commission as material witnesses who were interviewed by them; these two persons were also 
listed in the court records as witnesses for the Prosecution at the aborted trial. The central 
questions which Globe Afrique’s investigators for this Report would have posed to Mr. Van 
Nerkierk and Mr. Piprek are contained in Annex III of this Report. Notwithstanding the issuance 
of this Report, Globe Afrique’s investigators will continue to pursue Mr. Van Nerkierk and Mr. 
Piprek to interview them and report on those interviews as a supplement to this Report.   

Introduction 

 In 2015, Global Witness1, an international non-governmental organization based in 
London, England, issued a report entitled The Deceivers2, which purports to be an investigative 
report on the business activities of Phil Edmonds and his partner, Andrew Groves. The report 
alleges Edmonds and Groves used deception and guile to fleece millions of dollars from 
investors and carved out an African business empire with bribery and dirty tricks.3 Liberia is 
among the several African countries listed in The Deceivers, where Edmonds and Groves are 
alleged to have committed bribery and conducted dirty tricks. That report further alleges that 

Sable Mining Africa Limited (“Sable 
Mining”), a company registered on the 
Alternative Investment Market (“AIM”) 
of the London Stock Exchange, is the 
vehicle through which Edmonds and 
Groves are alleged to have committed 
bribery and dirty tricks in Liberia. AIM 
is a sub-market of the London Stock 
Exchange that allows smaller companies 
to participate with more regulatory 
flexibility than what one would find in 

                                                 
1 Click https://www.globalwitness.org for information on Global Witness and what it does. 
2 Click https://www.globalwitness.org/The Deceivers for the full report on the Global Witness.  
3 The Deceivers, page 1 – Introductory paragraph. 

Andrew Groves, a significant shareholder of Sable Mining 
Africa 

https://www.globalwitness.org/
https://www.globalwitness.org/The
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the primary market. It is the London Stock Exchange’s global market for smaller and growing 
companies.  

Other countries in Africa listed in The Deceivers are South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique, Guinea, Central Africa Republic, and South Sudan. Part 2 of The Deceiver is about 
Liberia; but except Liberia, Globe Afrique found no evidence of any other country taking the 
allegations of The Deceivers seriously enough to conduct any investigation or to institute any 
action against Edmonds and Groves or Sable Mining.  

 In The Deceivers, Global Witness gave the impression that Sable Mining got mineral 
rights to Timbo, Bopolu, and Kpo directly from the Liberian Government.4 Investigations by 
Globe Afrique reveal that Sable Mining obtained those mineral rights from collaboration with 
other companies who previously had those mineral rights from the Liberian Government or 
directly from the local inhabitants. For example, Sable Mining collaborated with Belle Resources 
Inc. and Liberia Mining and Export Corporation in forming a new company (SALMEC 
Resources Ltd.) through which the Bopolu mineral rights were obtained. Also, Sable Mining 
acquired an interest in an agricultural venture in Lofa County (the Liberia Cocoa Corporation), 
whose principal shareholder is Mr. Momolu Tolbert. These were done and accomplished through 
the assistance and legal services of Senator Varney Sherman and his law firm, Sherman & 
Sherman. 

 In additional to SALMEC Resources Inc., Sherman & Sherman organized another 
company in Liberia for Sable Mining and that firm is Liberia Iron Ore Investment Limited. 
Sherman & Sherman also obtained for a Sable Mining affiliate company, Southern Cross 
Investment Limited, an Authorization to do Business in Liberia (establish a branch in Liberia). In 
the name of Southern Cross Investments Limited, Sherman & Sherman assisted Sable Mining in 
obtaining exploration license no. MRL 12001 for the Kpo Range in Gbarpolu County, 
reconnaissance license no. MRL 13001 for Timbo in Grand Bassa County (later converted to 
exploration license no. MEL 12011), reconnaissance license no. MRL 13002 for Bopolu in 
Gbarpolu County (later converted to exploration license no. MEL 12014). Also with the 
assistance of Sherman & Sherman, Sable Mining, through Southern Cross Investments Limited, 
filed applications for exploration licenses for mountain ranges in Konobo and Konobo 2 in 
Grand Gedeh County, Porkpa and Gola Konneh Districts in Grand Cape Mount County, and 
Pyneston in Sinoe County. 

 Also with the assistance of Sherman & Sherman, Sable Mining, through another affiliated 
company, Southern Cross Oil and Gas Limited of South Africa, applied to the National Oil 
Company of Liberia (NOCAL) for reconnaissance permit for oil and gas in Western Liberia. 
Furthermore, Sable Mining, through Delta Mining and Southern Cross Oil and Gas Limited, 
elevated its application for reconnaissance permit to NOCAL to an application for an oil and gas 
concession in the same Western Liberia.  

 The impression that The Deceivers gives is that Sable Mining was only interested in the 
Wologozi Mountain and that Senator Varney Sherman and his law firm, Sherman & Sherman, 
                                                 
4 The Deceivers, 3rd paragraph after the sub-caption “False Promises”. 
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provided services to Sable Mining just in respect of the Wologizi Mountain; Globe Afrique’s 
research found no evidence to justify that assertion. One has to wonder why Global Witness 
would want to give this false impression; perhaps it was designed to buttress their allegations 
that Sable Mining wanted only Wologizi Mountain and Senator Varney Sherman had a “Plan” to 
bribe Liberian Government officials to get the Wologizi Mountain for Sable Mining without a 
tender (competitive bid).  

Since The Deceivers dwelled only on the Wologizi Mountain, not on the other interests 
Sable Mining showed in Liberia’s resources, this study and Report will focus exclusively on the 
matter of the Wologizi Mountain and the amendment of the 2005 PPC Act to get the 2010 PPC 
Act. 

 In Liberia, the government appointed Counsellor Fonati Kofa, then the Chairman of 
Liberty Party, a political party in opposition to the Unity Party (Liberia’s President Ellen Sirleaf’s 
political party) to investigate and prosecute those who were implicated in The Deceiver. Ironically, 
Counsellor Kofa is also believed to be the personal lawyer to President Sirleaf. And most of the 
Liberians implicated in The Deceiver are officials or members of the Unity Party, prominent 
among them being Senator Varney Sherman and former House Speaker Alex Tyler    

Senator Varney Sherman was formerly the leader of the Liberia Action Party (LAP) and 
an opponent of President Sirleaf in the 2005 presidential and general elections. Later, based on 
interviews with Senator Sherman, upon the request of President Sirleaf, Senator Sherman, in 
2010, agreed to a merger of the Liberia Action Party and the Unity Party. At that time, Senator 
Sherman became the National Chairman of the “new” Unity Party.  

Other Liberians named in The Deceivers are Hon. Alex 
Tyler, then Speaker of the House of Representatives (who had 
resigned from the Unity Party for reason of differences with 
President Sirleaf); Prof. Willie Belleh, then Chairman of the Public 
Procurement and Concession Commission, formerly the Dean of the 
Horton Business College of the University of Liberia and founding 
partner of ZubahBelleh Associates (a consulting firm which has 
been in existence for more than 25 years).  

Other Liberians implicated in The Deceivers were Dr. 
Eugene Shannon, former Minister of Lands, Mines and Energy and 
a retiree of the African Development Bank; Mr. E.C.B. Jones, 
former Minister of Rural Development and former Deputy Minister 
for Operations of the Ministry of Lands, Mines and Energy; Dr. 
Richard Tolbert, a former Wall Street investment banker and former 
Chairman of Liberia’s National Investment Commission; Senator 

Morris Saytumah, former Minister of State for Economic, Legal and Financial Affairs at the 
Ministry of State for Presidential Affairs; and Mr. Chris Onanuga, a Liberian businessman.   

Still, other Liberians implicated by The Deceivers are Hon. Cletus Wotorson, former 
President Pro Tempore of the Liberian Senate and former Minister of Lands, Mines, and Energy; 

Hon. Sumo Kupee, former 
Chairman of the Ways, Means, 
and Finance Committee of the 
Liberian Senate 
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Hon. Sumo Kupee, former Chairman of the Ways, Means and Finance Committee of the Liberian 
Senate, and former Managing Director of the Liberian Petroleum Refinery Company (LPRC); and 
Hon. Fumbah Sirleaf, Director of the National Security Agency.  

 

Interview with Counsellor Jonathan Fonati Koffa 

In a few one-on-one meetings in Liberia with Counsellor Koffa, who was then the serving 
Minister of State Without Portfolio, and who also headed the Presidential Taskforce, reporters 
from Globe Afrique Media and its affiliate Global News Network (GNN) learned of Counsellor 
Koffa’s mission, which he consistently boasted saying “as far as we are concerned, these guys 
will not go free, I will make sure they are brought to justice under my watchful eyes,” is only 
dwarfed by his political ambition of becoming a member of Liberia’s House of Representatives.  
According to Liberia’s National Elections Commission, on October 10, 2017, Counsellor Jonathan 
Koffa, the head of the Presidential Taskforce, was elected Representative for Grand Kru County, 
a role that holds no prosecutorial powers in Liberia. 

The appointment of Counsellor Koffa, who was himself disbarred from practicing law in 
the United States in 2004 following charges he embezzled nearly a half-million United States 
dollars and wrote a worthless check in the State of North Carolina, USA baffled many Liberians. 
Cllr. Koffa who was also the Chairman of the opposition Liberty Party, with limited experience in 
law practice in Liberia, sparked suspicions that the Liberian Government’s case against the 
accused was politically motivated. Moreover, many Liberians mistrust the sincerity of those given 
the task to pursue allegations other countries have ignored for lack of evidence. According to 
information uncovered during this investigation, Counsellor Koffa reportedly received over 
US$500,000 to bring charges against the accused, notably, the former Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, Hon. Alex Tyler, and the former Chairman of the ruling Unity Party, Senator 
Varney Sherman. When pressed on this allegation, Counsellor Koffa chose not to answer and 
refused to acknowledge claims of receiving payments funneled to him through the National 
Security Agency (NSA) – an agency headed by Mr. Fombah Sirleaf, the president’s son and one 
of the accused. It is believed that by channeling money through the NSA, the taskforce and the 
Government of Liberia won’t have to explain the sources and use of the funds. According to the 
laws of Liberia, the NSA’s budget is not subject to auditing. 

In her resignation letter of 2014, Liberia’s former Justice Minister, Christiana Tah stated, 
“What is the ‘rule of law’ if the president asserts that she does not trust the Ministry of Justice to 
investigate allegations of fraud against the National Security Agency independently?” Again, this 
investigation shows that the President may be applying selective justice against those she deems a 
threat to the political ambitions of her family.  

http://www.wral.com/news/local/story/110388/
http://www.wral.com/news/local/story/110388/
http://www.wral.com/news/local/story/110388/
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Summary of the Contents of The Deceivers Regarding 
Business Activities of Edmonds and Groves in Liberia Using 
Sable Mining 

 The Deceivers claimed that Mr. Edmonds and Mr. Groves went to Liberia through their 
company, Sable Mining, and expressed interest in mineral rights to the Wologizi Mountain. 
Sable Mining retained the services of Sherman & Sherman, a law firm founded by Senator 
Sherman in July 1989 after he resigned his partnership with Maxwell & Maxwell, another law 
firm.  

What The Deceivers did not inform its readers is that Sherman & Sherman had 
represented Delta Mining Consolidated Limited (Delta Mining), a South African company, in its 
dispute with the Liberian Government over the unilateral cancellation of the concession 
negotiations for the Western Clusters iron ore deposits for which Delta Mining had earlier won a 
bid. By the time Sable Mining went to Liberia in late February 2010, Delta Mining had merged 
into Sable Mining or was in the process of combining into Sable Mining since partial payment 
had already been made for the shares of Delta Mining.5 

 Moreover,  it appears that The Deceivers, whether intentional or not,  failed to inform its 
readers that on behalf of Delta Mining Sherman & Sherman took a case to court against the 
Liberian Government claiming wrongful cancellation of the concession negotiations but that case 
was eventually settled out of court with a promise of the Liberian Government that should Delta 
Mining ever have interest in any other mineral resource in Liberia, it will be given a favorable 
consideration. Sable Mining then went to Liberia in February 2010, after the merger with Delta 
Mining, to have the Liberian Government make good on the promise for favorable consideration 
for mineral resources. It seems evidently clear that Sable Mining would retain the services of 
Sherman & Sherman to provide both legal and lobbying services. The person who headed Delta 
Mining’s activities in Liberia was Mr. Heine Van Nerkierk (a South African national); it is Mr. 
Heine Van Nerkierk, who also later headed Sable Mining’s operations in Liberia. Travel records 
obtained by Globe Afrique shows Mr. Edmonds, and Mr. Groves went to Liberia from time to 
time, with Mr. Groves more frequently than Mr. Edmonds. 

 The Deceivers claimed that after Sable Mining went to Liberia, it expressed interest in 
mineral rights for the Wologizi Mountain in Lofa County and Senator Varney Sherman had a 
“Plan.” The Plan, according to The Deceiver, is that Sable Mining would get the mineral rights 
without a tender (competitive bid) as provided by the 2005 Public Procurement and Concession 
Act (“2005 PPC Act). To accomplish this, The Deceiver alleged that Senator Sherman advised 
that the amendment of the 2005 PPC Act, which was in progress, should be made to carry 
provisions which would allow for the granting of mineral rights without a tender (competitive 
bid). The Deceivers alleged that Senator Sherman’s reason for the Plan is that Sable Mining 

                                                 
5 This information about the merger of Delta Mining with Sable Mining is contained in The 
Deceivers.  
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would not be able to compete with larger companies for the mineral rights to the Wologizi 
Mountain. 

 The Deceivers also alleged that to get the 2005 PPC Act to carry an amendment for a non-
bidding process for mineral rights so that Sable Mining would win the Wologizi Mountain without 
a tender, Senator Sherman proposed, and Sable Mining accepted, that certain Liberian Government 
officials had to be bribed.6 Funds were then remitted to an account in the name of Sherman & 
Sherman, which was used to bribe these Liberian Government officials. The Deceivers also alleged 
that US$250,000 was paid to Big Boy 01 and US$250,000 was paid to Big Boy 02, whose identity 
Global Witness could not establish by the time The Deceivers was published. Later, Counsellor 
Fonati Koffa, who had been appointed by President Sirleaf as a one-man taskforce, singularly co-
opted investigators from the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC) to assist him with the 
investigation. Together they are referred to herein as the Koffa Commission. 

 It is the Koffa Commission, which during its investigation, identified Big Boy 01 and Big 
Boy 02 to be Dr. Eugene Shannon, former Minister of Lands, Mines, and Energy and Mr. E.C.B. 
Jones, former Deputy Minister for Operations at the Ministry of Lands, Mines, and Energy.7   

 In the words of The Deceivers verbatim: 

“Liberia’s new Procurement Act was passed on 16 September 2010, complete with new 
provisions Sable wanted. Article 75 allowed the mining minister to declare a mining 
concession as a ‘non-bidding area’ – that is, one that could be handed out without a 
tender.” 

 It is for the inclusion of this Article 75 in the 2010 PPC Act that The Deceivers claimed 
that bribes were paid to Liberian Government officials and political contributions were made. 
This same conclusion was made by the two principal witnesses (Mr. Marc Kollie and Mr. Blamo 
Kofa) for the Prosecution at the aborted trial at the First Judicial Circuit Court (Theft Court 
Division). Our investigation revealed that these two witnesses even testified that there was no 
Article 75 in the 2005 PPC Act; they testified that the Article 75, which was in the 2010 PPC 
Act, was not a part of the draft of that law that was submitted by President Sirleaf to the 
Legislature for enactment but that Article 75 was inserted in the 2010 PPC Act at the Legislature 
during the enactment process. An investigation by Globe Afrique’s research staff shows that 
there is no factual basis to support each of these statements by The Deceivers and the 
Prosecution’s witnesses.8 The Deceivers alleged that the following payments were made as 

                                                 
6 See the 13th paragraph of Part 2. Liberia: The Bribes of The Deceivers. 
7 See the testimonies of Mr. Marc Kollie and Mr. Blamo Kofa, the two principal witnesses for the 
Prosecution at the aborted trial. See the Indictment dated January 3, 2016. 
8 Comparative review of the draft amendment to the 2005 PPC Act as submitted to the House of 
Representatives by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and the 2010 PPC Act. Face-to-face interviews 
separately with Ms. Mildren Sayon, Chief Clerk to the House of Representatives and Mr. 
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bribes and political contributions to obtain the amendment of the 2005 PPC Act to carry 
provisions that would allow for the grant of mineral rights without tender (competitive bid) in the 
2010 PPC Act: 

1. Alex Tyler --------------------------------------------------- $75,000.00 
2. Morris Saytumah ------------------------------------------- $50,000.00 
3. Richard Tolbert --------------------------------------------- $50,000.00 
4. Willie Belleh ------------------------------------------------ $10,000.00 
5. Unity Party Convention -----------------------------------   $200,000.00 
6. Resignation of Henry Boima Fahnbulleh as 

Unity Party Secretary-General Elect ---------------------    $25,000.00 
7. Accommodation for Chris Onanuga & E.C.B. Jones --      $4,500.00 
8. Fombah Sirleaf ----------------“ Thousands of dollars.” 
9. Invincible Eleven ------------------------------------------     $20,000.00 

The Deceivers also claimed that these payments were stated on a spreadsheet prepared by 
Sherman & Sherman and this spreadsheet was submitted by Global Witness as part of The 
Deceivers.9 

 

Investigation by the Koffa Commission and the Indictments 

   For the investigation of The Deceiver, Globe Afrique’s research shows funds, 
approximating hundreds of thousands of dollars, were provided to the Koffa Commission, and 
Counselor Koffa proceeded to “conduct” his investigation, intended to validate the allegations of 
The Deceivers and prosecute whomever he deemed culpable.  

The Liberian public, in general, speculates that the amount given to the Koffa 
Commission is more than $500,000.00; and to ensure that both the Liberian Government and 
Counsellor Fonati Koffa would not have to account for this payment, it was made available to 
him through the National Security Agency (“NSA”), which is not typically required to account 
for its expenses. Globe Afrique’s investigators asked Counsellor Koffa about the funding for the 
work and operations of the Koffa Commission, but he refused to answer questions from our 
investigators. However, the investigators for this Report will continue their work to verify these 
speculations. The Government which succeeds President Sirleaf should consider commissioning 
an audit of the Koffa Commission especially because the Liberian people speculates that it is 

                                                 
Nornbollor Singbe, Secretary to the Senate conducted in Liberia by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian 
journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global New Network on October 18, 2017. 
9 See end of the 3rd paragraph of The Deceivers. See also the 5th paragraph of “Part 2. Liberia: 
The Bribes” of The Deceivers. Click https://www.globalwitness.org/documents/18405/1 Sables 
account with Sherman Sherman.pdf. See also the 13th, 15th and 16th paragraphs of “Part 2. 
Liberia: The Bribes” of The Deceivers.  

https://www.globalwitness.org/documents/18405/1
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with funds appropriated for the Koffa Commission that Counsellor Koffa campaigned to become 
a member of the House of Representatives from Grand Kru County. 

At the end of his investigation, Counselor Koffa (the Koffa Commission) obtained 
indictments for the following persons and at the following times: 

1. May 24, 2015, indictment obtained for Senator Varney Sherman, Mr. E.C.B. Jones, 
Hon. Alex Tyler, Mr. Chris Onanuga, and Sable Mining. 
 

2. June 8, 2015, indictment obtained for Dr. Richard Tolbert, Mr. Andrew Groves and 
Mr. Klaus Piprek. Mr. Klaus Piprek was an employee of Sable Mining in Liberia.  
 

3. January 3, 2016, indictment obtained for Dr. Eugene Shannon, Senator Morris 
Saytumah, and Prof. Willie Belleh.    

To obtain an indictment in Liberia, as in most other common law countries, only the 
prosecuting attorney and his witnesses appear before a grand jury, and just a summary of the 
case against a defendant needs to be presented. Almost always, the grand jury brings back a true 
bill. Globe Afrique’s researchers found no historical precedent in Liberia where the grand jury 
says that the evidence presented by the prosecuting attorney is not sufficient for an indictment (a 
bill of ignoramus). That is, that there is no reason to believe that the accused person(s) 
committed the crime(s) charged. This is how the Koffa Commission obtained the three 
indictments against the persons accused in The Deceivers. Interestingly none of the indictments 
was more than two pages, and each of the indictments was a summary of portions of The 
Deceivers. Globe Afrique’s research also found many cases in Liberia where a true bill is 
obtained from the grand jury but a verdict of “not guilty” is obtained at the end of trial by the 
court.  

At the end of its investigation, the Koffa Commission issued a thirty-two-page report 
(“Special Presidential Taskforce on the Global Witness’ Report”) dated December 23, 2016; that 
report was signed by D. Blamo Kofa, Investigator, Marc Kollie, Investigator/LACC and Aaron 
H. Aboah, Program Manager for Enforcement/LACC. In addition to reiterating the denials of 
those of the accused persons who appeared before the Koffa Commission, the report referred to 
interviews with Mr. Heine Van Nerkierk on August 11, 2016,10 with Mr. Klaus Piprek11 and with 
Mr. Samuel Jackson (a Liberian citizen)12. In addition to this, the Koffa Commission’s report 
referred to a written statement by Mr. Chris O’Connor, Group Legal Counsel for Sable Mining, 
who denied the allegations of The Deceivers.13  

Other than those, the Koffa Commission relied merely on the contents of The Deceivers 
to form the basis of its report and the case against the accused persons. Simply stated, the 
indictments against the accused persons were obtained based almost exclusively on The 

                                                 
10 Special Presidential Taskforce on the Global Witness Report, (December 26, 2016), page 8. 
11 Ibid, page 10. 
12 Ibid, page 11. 
13 Ibid, page 9. 
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Deceivers. The two witnesses (D. Blamo Kofa and Marc Kollie) who testified before the grand 
jury told the grand jury that their testimonies were based on the contents of The Deceivers.14 No 
information was obtained or given to the grand jury to establish how Dr. Eugene Shannon and 
Mr. E.C.B. Jones were Big Boy 01 and Big Boy 02, 
each of whom allegedly received $250,000.00 from 
Sable Mining to amend the 2005 PPC Act. 

Except to say that there was insufficient 
evidence, no reason was given by the Koffa 
Commission as to why Hon. Sumo Kupee and Hon. 
Cletus Wotorson were not indicted even though it was 
alleged in The Deceivers that they received bribes from 
Sable Mining through Senator Sherman15 and even 
though they were invited to give statements to 
investigators at the Koffa Commission16.  

Similarly, Mr. Fumbah Sirleaf, President Ellen 
Sirleaf’s son, who is also the Director of the National 
Security Agency, was not indicted with no reason 
given for not charging him. Also, Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh, who was accused by Global Witness, 
was not indicted, and no reason was given. Well, perhaps The Deceivers just did not have any 
evidence to substantiate the claims against these persons.  

 
 President Sirleaf and stepson, Fumbah Sirleaf, Director of the National Security Agency 

As to Hon. Sumo Kupee, as Chairman of the Ways, Means and Finance Committee of the 
Liberian Senate in 2010, Globe Afrique found no evidence that he was in any way directly 
                                                 
14 See indictments of May 24, 2015 and June 8, 2015.  
15 Click https://www.globalwitness.org/deceivers boxout1 
16 Special Presidential Taskforce on the Global Witness Report, (December 26, 2016), page 32. 

Hon. Cletus Wotorson, former President 
Pro Tempore 

https://www.globalwitness.org/deceivers
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involved with the granting of mineral rights or the passage of laws governing contracts and 
concessions. Our researchers found that the persons at the Liberian Senate who would have been 
directly involved are the chairperson for autonomous commissions, the chairperson for 
concessions and investments and the chairperson for lands, mines, and energy; but none of these 
persons were accused by The Deceivers.  

In the case of Hon. Cletus Wotorson, again perhaps there was no basis for The Deceivers 
to accuse him; Globe Afrique’s researchers would argue that he was included in the list of 
persons who received bribes apparently only because he was the President Pro Tempore of the 
Liberian Senate in 2010 and also possibly because he is an expert on mining and mineral rights, 
having been a geophysicist and having previously served as the Director of Geological Surveys 
and the Minister of Lands, Mines and Energy of Liberia. Perhaps in writing The Deceivers, 
Global Witness merely assumed that Hon. Wotorson would have also been bribed, and if his 
name were not included in The Deceivers, it would not appear credible. Similarly, and apparently 
in the absence of a scintilla of evidence to substantiate the accusations of Global Witness against 
Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh, then a member of the House of Representatives, no indictment was 
brought against him by the Koffa Commission.  

What is interesting is that even though Hon. Sumo Kupee, Hon. Cletus Wotorson and 
Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh were exonerated in the Koffa Commission’s report from the crimes for 
which they were accused in The Deceivers; Globe Afrique finds it ironic that Senator Sherman is 
still being prosecuted for giving them bribes.  

Globe Afrique researchers submit that the unproven accusation against Hon. Sumo 
Kupee, Hon. Cletus Wotorson and Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh by The Deceivers should have raised 
a red flag regarding the allegations against the other persons implicated in The Deceivers. It 
appears that the Koffa Commission was overly enthusiastic about its task to prosecute one or 
more persons accused in The Deceivers, especially those whom President Sirleaf may have had 
political differences over the years. Globe Afrique will expound on this overzealousness later in 
this Report. 

On a regular basis, Counsellor Fonati Koffa gave press conferences during which he 
claimed that he had the evidence (thousands of pages of documents) and witnesses to convict the 
accused defendants; it is believed that he co-opted both the press and electronic media with his 
allegations. How he did it is a subject of speculation; but when eventually given the opportunity 
at the aborted trial to present the evidence he had, he was unable to substantiate his claims. It is 
interesting to note that the press (both print and electronic) in Liberia and around the world never 
reported on the failures of the Koffa Commission to present the evidence it said that it had 
against the accused persons.  
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Dissecting the Alleged Spreadsheet Which The Deceivers 
Used as Evidence And Which the Prosecutors relied on at 
the Aborted Trial 
 

 It is written on the last page of The Deceivers that Mr. Edmonds and Mr. Groves said that 
the allegations contained in The Deceivers were based on testimonies from discredited, 
disaffected and biased former business associates, accepted as fact without due investigation. On 
that same last page, it is stated by the writers of The Deceivers that it is true that there was no 
shortage of disaffected people. It is our own opinion that Global Witness violated privacy laws of 
sovereign nations by using hacked emails and leaked documents from individuals they assumed 
to have committed crimes to form the basis of The Deceivers.   

 As to the sources which Global Witness allegedly interviewed in Liberia, Globe Afrique 
found no evidence to support Global Witness’ claim; moreover, nobody is named in The 
Deceivers and not one of the sources was on the list of witnesses submitted by the Prosecution to 
the Theft Court; not one of them was presented as witness at the aborted trial. Globe Afrique 
asks, where are those persons whom Global Witness claims to have interviewed in Liberia? 

It is claimed in The Deceivers that Senator Varney Sherman had a “Plan” for Sable 
Mining to get the mineral rights for the Wologizi Mountain by engineering a change of the 2005 
PPC Act to circumvent the process provided by law and this could only be done through bribing 
a lot of people. Global Witness claimed that it is a “source” with knowledge of the company who 
gave this information.17 Globe Afrique wanted to know who could have possibly been this 
source who could have known about such discussion between Senator Varney Sherman and 
Sable Mining’s officials even if such discussion had been held.  

According to Globe Afrique’s investigation, Global Witness did not say, and neither did 
the Koffa Commission nor any of the witnesses for the Prosecution have announced it. What is 
clear is that Senator Sherman’s offices in the R. Fole Sherman Law Building are such that it was 
not possible for anybody to eavesdrop on a conversation and it is highly improbable that Senator 
Sherman would have discussed client-related matters with anybody other than the highest 
officials of Sable Mining.  

So, who is this anonymous person whose information has caused Global Witness to make 
its allegations and how could he or she have known about the alleged “Plan”? The Koffa 
Commission did not reveal the anonymous person at the aborted trial. Our research shows that it 
is plausible that some disaffected former employee(s) of Sable Mining or another company 
owned by Mr. Edmonds and Mr. Groves may have illegally hacked into personal email accounts 

                                                 
17 See the 4th paragraph of “Part 2. Liberia: The Bribes” of The Deceivers. 
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and possibly doctored (changed) the real statement of account that Sherman & Sherman 
submitted to Sable Mining.18  

 Our research shows Sherman & Sherman’s Yahoo account was hacked twice in 
September 2012 and twice in November 2012. Foxstream Technology, LLC of 112 Wilson Lane, 
Berlin, New Jersey 08009, USA, headed by Mr. Fulton O. Shannon, is the firm which restored 
the email account and recovered some of the emails.  

During our research, we found that individuals and business people have wondered who 
would have wanted to hack Sherman & Sherman’s Yahoo email account and for what reason. It 
is after the publication of The Deceivers that some of these individuals have come to realize that 
the only plausible reason why Sherman & Sherman’s Yahoo email account was hacked is to 
obtain information from there about Sable Mining and doctor it. Lawyers and staff at Sherman & 
Sherman believe the hackers doctored Sable Mining’s statement of account (spreadsheet) and 
other email messages. They also claim that there is no other conceivable reason why anybody 
hacked their Yahoo email account in 2012.19        

 Evidence that Sherman & Sherman’s Yahoo email account was 
hacked twice in September 2012 and twice in November 2012 was 

verified with Foxstream Technology LLC.20 

 Another proof that the statement of account (spreadsheet) was doctored is that the last 
item on the statement of account (spreadsheet) is dated 25 August 2010, and yet it is stated at the 
bottom of each of its page that it is “Sable Mining’s Account with Sherman & Sherman As At 30 
June 2010”. This inconsistency should have raised eyebrows on the veracity and authenticity of 
that document, but it appears that neither Global Witness nor the Koffa Commission pursued this 
discrepancy.  

  

                                                 
18 Interview with Senator Varney Sherman on July 15, 2017. Face-to-face interview in Liberia with 
Senator Varney Sherman conducted on August 8, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist 
and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. 
19 Telephone interviews on August 2, 2017, 2017 with Ms. Roberta Parker, Finance Officer for 
Sherman & Sherman, Mr. Sam Brown, Executive Assistant and Mr. Christopher Bellepea, 
Administrative Officer, both of Sherman & Sherman. Interview with Senator Varney Sherman on 
July 15, 2017. Face-to-face interview in Liberia with Senator Varney Sherman conducted on 
August 8, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global 
News Network. 
20 Invoice from Foxstream Technology LLC and text confirmation by Mr. Fulton O. Shannon on 
October 14, 2017. 



Investigation into the Liberia Section of “The Deceivers” (a Global Witness Report) 
 

P a g e  22 | 91 

 

 
Senator Counsellor Varney Sherman 

 During our investigations, Senator Sherman stated that for each disbursement from the 
client’s account that Sherman & Sherman had for Sable Mining, a check was issued and at the 
bottom of the left side of the check it was written “Sable Mining.” The intention of this notation 
is for record-keeping. It appears inconceivable that Sherman & Sherman would have made such 
notation on each disbursement of funds from their client’s account knowing the disbursement 
was intended for a nefarious reason such as bribery of Liberian Government officials and 
political contributions. 

  

Globe Afrique’s Investigation of the alleged $200,000.00 
payment as a political contribution to Unity Party’s 
Convention.  

 Globe Afrique’s research shows that Senator Sherman denied that Sable Mining made 
any contribution to Unity Party in order to make him the National Chairman of Unity Party21 and 
Dr. Charles Clarke, Chairman of Unity Party from 1997 to 2010 (when the Ganta Convention of 
Unity Party was held) has confirmed this denial to the Koffa Commission.22  

                                                 
21 Interview with Senator Varney Sherman on July 15, 2017. Face-to-face interview conducted 
with Senator Varney Sherman in Liberia on August 8, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist 
Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. 
22 Special Presidential Taskforce on the Global Witness Report, (December 26, 2016), pages 6 - 7. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiurNiO2Z7XAhVF5xoKHXICB40QjRwIBw&url=https://frontpageafricaonline.com/index.php/politics/4111-senator-varney-sherman-collapses-in-capitol-building-rotunda&psig=AOvVaw1FnMFj_1YhIzQrgtnrUEXK&ust=1509671051088723
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It is important to note that Senator Sherman was a 2005 presidential candidate on the 
ticket of the Liberia Action Party (LAP) and he continued as LAP’s standard bearer (party 
leader) from 2006 up to 2010 when a merger between Unity Party and LAP was consummated. It 
is also important to note that it is President Sirleaf, then standard bearer of Unity Party, who 
approached Senator Sherman and proposed a merger between their two political parties.  

Globe Afrique found that the articles of merger of these political parties provide that if 
the presidential candidate came from one constituent political party, the vice-presidential 
candidate would come from the other constituent political party. It was agreed that President 
Sirleaf would be the presidential candidate for the new Unity Party after the merger and Senator 
Varney Sherman would be the vice-presidential candidate. To continue Senator Sherman’s 
prominence in politics pending the electoral season in 2011, it was also agreed that Senator 
Sherman would become the National Chairman of the “new” Unity Party.  

When it came time for the official process for selection of candidates to the positions of 
presidential and vice-presidential candidates for the “new” Unity Party, Senator Varney Sherman 
deferred to the sitting Vice President Joseph Boakai so that the Unity Party would be able to 
campaign on continuity of the regime. So, it appears and seems logical that Senator Sherman did 
not need any financial support from Sable Mining for the merger of Unity Party and LAP; it 
seems that he certainly did not need any financial help from Sable Mining for him to become the 
National Chairman of the new Unity Party in 2010. 

 An unwritten agreement between Unity Party of 2009 and LAP is that upon the merger, 
President Sirleaf would remain standard bearer (principal leader of the party) and Senator 
Varney Sherman would be the new national chairman. An election had to be held to confirm 
Senator Sherman as the new national chairman, his election at the Unity Party Convention at 
Ganta, Nimba County was merely a confirmation of what had been agreed between the old Unity 
Party and LAP.  Therefore, there was no opposition to Senator Sherman’s election as the 
National Chairman of the “new” Unity Party. The Deceivers suggests that it is $200,000.00 
contribution to Unity Party that made Senator Sherman the party’s new national chairman, and 
that caused intra-party opposition to his candidacy to back off. In an interview with Senator 
Sherman, he denied that Sable Mining made any contribution to the Unity Party Convention, and 
calls all allegations “absurd.”  Furthermore, Senator Sherman says that based on the political 
arrangement between the old Unity Party and LAP, there was no need for such contribution by 
Sable Mining.   

 Forensic experts hired by Globe Afrique reviewed the statement of account (spreadsheet) 
submitted by Global Witness as an attachment to The Deceivers.  These experts agree that the 
documents had been doctored to give the impression that Sable Mining made a $200,000.00 
contribution to the Unity Party’s convention so that Senator Sherman would be elected its 
national chairman unopposed and this political contribution was made for getting the 2005 PPC 
Act changed in 2010 to provide for a non-bidding area for mineral rights for the Wologizi 
Mountain. Globe Afrique researchers found no evidence to substantiate the claim by Global 
Witness as detailed in The Deceivers. This is pure and simple speculation by Global Witness. 
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Globe Afrique’s Investigations of the alleged $50,000.00 
payment to Dr. Richard Tolbert.  

 During the course of our 
investigations, Senator Sherman denied that any 
payment of $50,000.00 was made to Dr. Tolbert to 
get him to influence the change of the 2005 PPC 
Act to provide for non-bidding areas for mineral 
rights so that Sable Mining would, under the revised 
law, win the Wologizi Mountain. Dr. Tolbert denied 
to the Koffa Commission that he received any such 
payment from Sable Mining directly or through 
Senator Sherman.23  

Firstly, factual evidence shows that Dr. Tolbert, as NIC Chairman, was not directly 
involved in the amendments or revision of the 2005 PPC Act. He was not a member of the Public 
Procurement and Concession Commission (PPCC)24. Except for the fact that Dr. Tolbert, as NIC 
Chairman, sat in cabinet meetings, and would thereby be involved with matters of reviewing 
laws and regulations regarding investments in Liberia, as would any other cabinet minister, he 
was not involved with the revision or amendment of the 2005 PPC Act. There appears to be no 
logical reason why Sable Mining, directly or through Senator Sherman, or other Liberian persons 
would have paid Dr. Tolbert the amount of $50,000.00.  

Our research also shows that the $50,000.00 was a disbursement from Sable Mining’s 
client account with Sherman & Sherman on 23/04/10 and it was not paid to Dr. Tolbert. The 
intention of that expenditure, Globe Afrique found, was to make an advance payment of a five-
year rent for an office building for Sable Mining in Monrovia.25 The hackers made it appear that 
the $50,000.00 was paid to Dr. Tolbert.26  

Globe Afrique’s Investigations of the alleged $50,000.00 
payment to Morris Saytumah.  

                                                 
23 Interview with Senator Varney Sherman on July 15, 2017. Face-to-face interview in Liberia with 
Senator Varney Sherman conducted on August 8, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist 
and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. Special Presidential Taskforce on the 
Global Witness’ Report, December 23, 2016, pages 3 – 4. Dr. Richard Tolbert refused to be 
interviewed for this Report; he was suspicious that interview with him could be used against him 
or for purposes that we did not inform him about. 
24 See Article 6, 2005 PPCA – Membership of the PPCC. 
25 See the actual Statement of Account for Sable Mining’s Client’s Account with Sherman & 
Sherman attached hereto as Annex III. 
26 See Statement of Account for Sable Mining ending August 25, 2010, which was attached to 
The Deceivers but referred to as a spreadsheet. At the bottom thereof, it is written that the 
statement ends 30 June 2010; the last entry is August 25, 2010.  

Dr. Richard Tolbert, former Chairman of 
the National Investment Commission 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQ4JuV0p7XAhVEVRoKHauUB5IQjRwIBw&url=http://www.liberianlistener.com/2014/01/18/liberia-richard-tolbert-and-2017-presidential-election/&psig=AOvVaw3xAjl9dA4vZldcdvXak4Bz&ust=1509669196064897
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 In our interviews with him, Senator Sherman denied that any payment of $50,000.00 was 
made to Senator Saytumah in 2010, when he was the Minister of State for Legal, Economic and 

Financial Affairs in the Ministry of State for 
Presidential Affairs to get him to influence 
change of the 2005 PPC Act to provide for 
non-bidding areas for mineral rights so that 
Sable Mining would, under the revised law, 
win the Wologizi Mountain.  

Moreover, Globe Afrique’s 
investigation shows Senator Saytumah has 
denied receiving any such payment from Sable 
Mining directly or through Senator Sherman.27 
Senator Saytumah does not, however, deny, as 
stated in The Deceivers, that he was President 
Sirleaf’s representative on concession 

negotiations28, but he was not a member of the 
PPCC.29  

Senator Saytumah said that as the Minister of State for Legal, Economic, and Financial 
Affairs, he did not advise President Sirleaf on the revision and amendment of the 2005 PPC Act; 
he also said that he did not have the expertise to advise on whether a “non-bidding area” or the 
grant of mineral rights without a tender (competitive bid) was good for Liberia.  

He further said that it was a Mr. Jeff Woods from the International Senior Lawyers 
Program (ISLP), who sat in his office and shepherded the process of revising the 2005 PPC 
Act.30 What he does know is that the revised/amended PPC Act (the 2010 PPC Act), which he 
worked on, provides for both tender (competitive bid) process and a “first-come-first-served” 
process (non-bidding area), the latter of which is an international best practice, but was not in the 
2005 PPC Act.31   

Globe Afrique’s research shows that the $50,000.00 alleged to have been paid to Senator 
Saytumah was a disbursement from Sable Mining’s client account with Sherman & Sherman on 
23/04/10 and it was not paid to Senator Saytumah. The intention of that expenditure, according 
to Senator Varney Sherman, was to make the balance advance payment against a five-year rent 
                                                 
27 Interview with Senator Varney Sherman on July 15, 2017. Special Presidential Taskforce on the 
Global Witness’ Report, December 23, 2016, pages 5 – 6. 
28 Face-to-face interview conducted in Liberia with Senator Morris Saytumah on October 18, 
2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News 
Network. 
29 See Article 6, 2005 PPC Act – Membership of the PPCC. 
30 See Special Presidential Taskforce on the Global Witness’ Report, December 23, 2016, page 6. 
 
31 Face-to-face interview in Liberia with Senator Morris Saytumah conducted on October 18, 
2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News 
Network. 

Senator Morris Saytumah, former Minister of State for 
Economic, Financial and Legal Affairs 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiTrerO2J7XAhWE0xoKHc9xBo4QjRwIBw&url=http://gnnliberia.com/2016/08/04/liberia-senator-saytumahs-office-clarifies-media-reports/&psig=AOvVaw2K_nGOoVgPAqKfnqkuI0Qx&ust=1509670905217865
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for an office building for Sable Mining in Monrovia after Sable Mining had requested that some 
renovation works be done on the building. Whoever hacked Sherman & Sherman’s Yahoo email 
account made it seem that the $50,000.00 was paid to Senator Saytumah.32 

 

Investigations of the alleged $25,000.00 payment as Political 
Contribution for the Resignation of Henry Fahnbulleh, UP’s 
Secretary General Elect.  

Records show that at the 2010 Convention of the Unity Party, Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh 
was elected as the secretary-general; it was a controversial election because President Sirleaf, as 
the standard bearer of Unity Party, did not want Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh elected.  

Her choice was Mrs. Medina Wesseh (one of her 
political cronies), not even Mr. Wilmot Paye, whom the Unity 
Party partisans from Nimba County had presented as a possible 
secretary-general. President Sirleaf did not want Hon. Henry 
Fahnbulleh inducted into office, and she asked Senator 
Sherman, who was then the national chairman-elect to do 
whatever he could to ensure that Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh would 
not be inducted into office.33  

Globe Afrique’s research further shows that Senator 
Sherman then began negotiations with Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh 

to get him to renounce his election and accept an executive 
position in the government or an ambassadorial post. Hon. 
Henry Fahnbulleh refused all the offers and insisted that 
having been elected secretary general by the Unity Party 

partisans, he would not renounce the election even if he “has to die”. In Globe Afrique’s 
interview with Hon. Fahnbulleh confirmed that he stated then that the will of the partisans of 
Unity Party will be honored at all costs.34  

To satisfy the wishes of President Sirleaf, Senator Varney Sherman then refused to be 
inducted into office with Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh being inducted into office as Unity Party’s 
secretary general at the same time. Senator Sherman’s refusal to be inducted into office caused 
                                                 
32 Interview with Senator Varney Sherman on July 15, 2017. Face-to-face interview in Liberia with 
Senator Varney Sherman conducted on August 8, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist 
and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network.  
33 Interview with Senator Varney Sherman on July 15, 2017. Face-to-face interview in Liberia with 
Senator Varney Sherman conducted on August 8, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist 
and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. 
34 Telephone interview with Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh on October 19, 2017.  Face-to-face interview 
in Liberia with Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh conducted on October 19, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a 
Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. 

Mrs. Medina Wesseh, President 
Sirleaf's friend and political 
confidant 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjnmY3n157XAhUFExoKHWBzD6IQjRwIBw&url=http://awoko.org/2017/06/15/sierra-leone-news-mru-newly-appointed-sec-gen-speaks/&psig=AOvVaw13TBxzyhoP95s3pmUB9Km1&ust=1509670695440342
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the already scheduled program for induction into office of the Unity Party officers elected at the 
2010 Ganta Convention to be suddenly postponed. Every newspaper of general circulation in 
Monrovia carried the postponement of the induction program, and Globe Afrique need not 
elaborate on these events. 

After the postponement of the induction program, Senator Sherman continued his efforts 
to get Hon. Fahnbulleh to renounce his election as the Unity Party secretary general, but he 
wouldn’t. Counsellor Sherman then turned to the law where he discovered that the Liberian 
Constitution provides that a political party shall ensure that election of its officers shall be from 
as many of the regions and ethnic groupings in the country as possible.35  

Our research shows that Senator Sherman then submitted to Hon. Fahnbulleh that since 
he and Hon. Fahnbulleh are both from Cape Mount County (the Vai ethnic group) and are in fact 
related by blood, he and the Unity Party would interpose a legal challenge to Hon. Fahnbulleh’s 
election on the strength of the Liberian Constitution. It is this new challenge to Hon. 
Fahnbulleh’s election as the Unity Party secretary general, which caused him to renounce that 
election.36 It wasn’t any bribe of $25,000.00 to Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh that caused him to 
resign.37  

Senator Sherman has denied that any payment of $25,000.00 was made to Hon. 
Fahnbulleh in 2010 to renounce his election as secretary general of the Unity Party and Hon. 
Fahnbulleh has denied receiving any such payment from Sable Mining directly or through 
Senator Sherman.38 Perhaps it was because the Koffa Commission could not find a scintilla of 
evidence to substantiate the contents of The Deceivers that bribe of $25,000.00 caused Hon. 
Fahnbulleh to renounce his election as the secretary general of Unity Party in 2010, which 
caused the Koffa Commission not to seek an indictment of Hon. Fahnbulleh. But the question 
that remains is why the Koffa Commission accepted other allegations of The Deceivers to be 
accurate and then proceeded to obtain indictments against those other persons who were 
implicated?  

                                                 
35 The Constitution, Art. 79(c). 
36 Reported in the FrontPage Africa newspaper at the time in Liberia. Interview with Senator 
Varney Sherman on July 15, 2017. Telephone interview with Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh on October 
19, 2017. Face-to-face interview conducted on October 19, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian 
journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network.  
37 Telephone interview with Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh on October 19, 2017. Face-to-face interview 
with Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh conducted on October 19, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian 
journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. 
38 Interview with Senator Varney Sherman on July 15, 2017. Telephone interview with Hon. Henry 
Fahnbulleh on October 19, 2017. Face-to-face interview in Liberia with Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh 
conducted on October 19, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist and Chief Executive 
Officer of Global News Network. 
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Globe Afrique’s Investigations of the alleged $10,000.00 
payment to Prof. Willie Belleh. 

Senator Sherman has denied that any payment of $10,000.00 was made to Prof. Belleh in 
2010, when he was the Chairman of the Public Procurement and Concession Commission 
(PPCC) to get him to influence change of the 2005 PPC Act to provide for non-bidding areas for 
mineral rights so that Sable Mining would, under the revised law, win the Wologizi Mountain. 
And Prof. Belleh has denied receiving any such payment from Sable Mining directly or through 
Senator Sherman.39 

 Prof. Belleh maintains that by the time he was appointed by President Sirleaf as 
Chairman of the PPCC in April 2010, and Globe Afrique’s research confirms, the process of 
revising/amending the 2005 PPC Act was gone very far; the amendment/revision of 
Article/Section 75 of the 2005 PPC Act to provide for a “first-file-first-serve” process for non-
bidding areas in addition to a tender process and the relevant clauses for this amendment/revision 
had already been agreed and placed in a new draft PPC Act. Development partners of the 
Liberian Government, such as the US Government through USAID and its Governance and 
Economic Management Program (GEMAP), the European Union, the United Nations 
Development Program, the International Senior Lawyers Program and Liberian Government 
officials from the Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Planning and Economic 
Affairs and the PPCC itself had participated in the amendment/revision of Article/Section 75 of 
                                                 
39 Special Presidential Taskforce on the Global Witness’ Report, December 23, 2016, pages 5. 
Interview with Senator Varney Sherman on July 15, 2017. Face-to-face interview in Liberia with 
Senator Varney Sherman conducted on August 8, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist 
and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. 

Professor Willie Belleh, former Chairman of the Public Procurement & Concession 
Commission, former Dean of the Horton Business School, University of Liberia and Partner of 
ZubahBelleh Associates 
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the 2005 PPC Act.40 Therefore, there appears to be no logical reason for Sable Mining to bribe 
Prof. Belleh for the inclusion of the “first file-first serve” process for non-bidding areas in the 
2010 PPC Act. That much seems obvious. 

  

Globe Afrique’s Examination of the alleged $25,000.00 
Payment to Hon. Henry Fahnbulleh and alleged $10,000.00 
Payment to Prof. Willie Belleh.  

Our research finds that a disbursement of $35,000.00 was made from Sable Mining’s 
client account with Sherman & Sherman and Senator Varney Sherman confirms this. Our 
research also shows that the purpose of this disbursement was an advance payment against rent 
for a new home for Sable Mining’s executive in Liberia (not office space at the R. Fole Sherman 
Law Building). After countless hours sifting through documents and deep diving into the 
allegations, Globe Afrique’s 
research team conclude that it 
is the hacker of Sherman & 
Sherman’s Yahoo email 
account who made the 
disbursement of $35,000.00 
to appear as $25,000.00 for 
the resignation of Hon. Henry 
Fahnbulleh as the Unity Party 
secretary general-elect and 
payment to Prof. Belleh.41  

  
  

                                                 
40 Face-to-face interview in Liberia with Prof. Willie Belleh conducted by J. Cholo Brooks, a 
Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. See letter dated August 
5, 2010, reference EJS/MOS/RL/564/’010, from President Sirleaf to Hon. Tyler, which presents the 
draft of the 2010 PPCA to the House of Representatives for enactment into law. 
41 Interview with Senator Varney Sherman on July 15, 2017. Face-to-face interview in Liberia with 
Senator Varney Sherman conducted on August 8, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist 
and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. 

Professor Willie Belleh, former Chairman of the Public Procurement & 
Concession Commission, former Dean of the Horton Business School, 
University of Liberia and Partner of ZubahBelleh Associates 
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Globe Afrique’s Investigations of the alleged $75,000.00 
Payment to Hon. Alex Tyler.  

 
Former Speaker Alex Tyler during a visit to China 

Senator Sherman has denied that any payment of $75,000.00 was made to Hon. Tyler to 
get him to facilitate the change of the 2005 PPC Act to provide for non-bidding areas for mineral 
rights so that Sable Mining would, under the revised law, win the Wologizi Mountain.  

Former Speaker Tyler has also denied receiving any such payment from Sable Mining 
directly or through Senator Sherman. Speaker Tyler said that President Sirleaf’s letter to him 
submitting the draft amendment of the 2005 PPC Act, which became the 2010 PPC Act, is self-
explanatory in that it states who assisted in drafting the amendment. He also said that the 
Legislature made no change to what was submitted by President Sirleaf.42 In fact, the statement 
of account (spreadsheet), which was attached to The Deceivers as evidence of the payments of 

                                                 
42 Face-to-face interview in Liberia with Hon. Alex Tyler conducted on October 18, 2017 by J. 
Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. Interview 
with Senator Varney Sherman on July 15, 2017. Face-to-face interview conducted with Senator 
Varney Sherman conducted on August 8, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist and Chief 
Executive Officer of Global News Network. 
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bribes to get the law changed merely says “Payment (facilitation) – Revised PPCC Act”. Globe 
Afrique’s examination of the statement shows nowhere in that statement of account (spreadsheet) 
is the name of the former Speaker mentioned.43 We at Globe Afrique began to ask, why then did 
Global Witness say that a payment of $75,000.00 was made to Hon. Tyler and it was intended to 
facilitate the enactment of the revised law? Apparently, this was another speculation by Global 
Witness, which, Globe Afrique is of the opinion that the Koffa Commission will never be able to 
prove beyond a reasonable doubt in a court of law. 

 In her letter to Hon. Tyler submitting the draft 2010 PPC Act to be enacted into law, 
President Sirleaf wrote: “Mr. Speaker, I believe that this revised Act is best for Liberia and in the 
interest of our country and people I recommend that you submit it to the Honorable Legislature 
for enactment.”44 Our researchers wondered what more did the Koffa Commission need to 
convince them that there appears to be no basis in the allegations of The Deceivers that Sable 
Mining paid $75,000.00 to Hon. Tyler to facilitate the enactment of the revised PPC Act (the 
2010 PPC Act).  

There are 73 members of the House of Representatives and 30 members of the Senate; 
that is a total of 103 persons. How much would each of them have gotten from this alleged 
facilitating payment of $75,000.00?  

  

Globe Afrique’s Investigation of the $75,000.00 
Disbursement.  

 Our research reveals that the $75,000.00 disbursement was never intended for former 
Speaker Tyler and was never paid to Hon.Tyler to get him to do anything. Documents collected 
during our investigations show that the amount was disbursed to Senator Sherman as an advance 
payment for rent and renovation costs for his residential compound of three houses at Gaye 
Town, Sinkor Old Road, Monrovia for use by Sable Mining’s staff. The need to have Sable 
Mining’s team in one place and the cost of hotel accommodation at that time necessitated this 
disbursement. It appears that the hackers of Sherman & Sherman’s Yahoo email account 
changed the purpose of the expenditure to be a payment to facilitate the enactment of the revised 
PPC Act into law; The Deceivers erroneously said that the payment was made to Hon. Alex 
Tyler.   

  

                                                 
43 See statement of account (spreadsheet) attached to The Deceivers, purported to end at 30 
June 2010, but the last entry is on August 25, 2010. 
44 See letter dated August 5, 2010, reference EJS/MOS/RL/564/’010, from President Sirleaf to Hon. 
Tyler, which presents the draft of the 2010 PPCA to the House of Representatives for enactment 
into law. 
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Investigations and Explanation of the $20,000.00 Payment to 
Invincible Eleven (IE).  

 Documents show that Dr. Richard Tolbert was president of IE in 2010; during that same 
year, he was the NIC Chairman. An invitation was sent to both Mr. Heine Van Nerkierk and 
Senator Sherman (in his capacity as attorney for Sable Mining) to attend a fund-raising benefit 
dinner that IE held at the Monrovia City Hall. At the event, on behalf of Sable Mining, Mr. Van 
Nerkierk pledged $10,000.00, and he urged Senator Sherman to guarantee another $10,000.00. 
These pledges were made openly at the event, and the entries on the statement of account 
(spreadsheet) are merely the disbursements to make good on those commitments.  

There appears to be nothing ominous about those two payments of $10,000.00 by checks 
directly to IE that bears on alleged bribery of Liberian Government officials or political 
contributions to influence the change of the 2005 PPC Act to allow for the Wologizi Mountain to 
be declared a “non-bidding area” under the “first-file first-served” process for the grant of 
mineral rights. Globe Afrique believes Global Witness included these payments in its narrative 
merely to inflame the minds of its readers against Sable Mining, Dr. Tolbert and Senator 
Sherman.  

It should be noted that Sable Mining contributed the same amount of $10,000.00 to the 
Barollee Football Club when that football team had its event in 2010, and even though Global 
Witness saw that disbursement in the statement it attached to The Deceivers, Global Witness did 
not say why that latter contribution was made. The fact is that Sable Mining merely made these 
philanthropic contributions to the two oldest and leading football clubs in Liberia; those 
contributions were not bribes.  

 

 Globe Afrique’s Investigation of the Actual Statement 
of Account (Spreadsheet).  

The actual statement of account (spreadsheet) before an unknown person or persons 
hacked Sherman & Sherman’s Yahoo email account is provided for the readers of this 
investigative Report as Annex IV. Senator Varney Sherman and Ms. Roberta Parker, Finance 
Officer at Sherman & Sherman, confirm this statement of account, not the statement of account 
(spreadsheet) that Global Witness used for writing The Deceivers.45 

                                                 
45 Face-to-face interview in Liberia with Senator Varney Sherman on August 15, 2017 by J. Cholo 
Brooks, a Liberian journalist, Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. Face-to-face 
interview with Ms. Roberta Parker, Finance Officer of Sherman & Sherman, conducted on August 
16, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News 
Network. Telephone interview with Senator Varney Sherman and Ms. Roberta Parker at different 
times on August 16, 2017. 
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 Had Globe Afrique’s investigators for this Report had the opportunity to interview Mr. 
Heine Van Nerkierk and Mr. Klaus Piprek, they would have asked them to issue written and 
signed statements, authenticated in keeping with the 1961 Hague Convention on Apostilles, so 
that these statements would be used to substantiate or deny the information given to Globe 
Afrique’s investigators by Senator Varney Sherman and Ms. Roberta Parker in respect of this 
actual statement of account as compared to the spreadsheet/statement attached to The Deceivers, 
which they claimed was faked.   

Investigations of the alleged $500,000.00 Payment to Big Boy 
01 and Big Boy 02  

 The Deceivers alleged that Sable Mining paid $500,000.00 to Big Boy 01 and Big Boy 02 
so that those persons would influence the change of the 2005 PPC Act to allow the Minister of 
Lands, Mines, and Energy (“MLME”) to declare certain mineralized areas as “non-bidding 
areas”, which would facilitate Sable Mining to be the winner of the Wologizi Mountain. Global 
Witness, however, said that up to the time of the publication of The Deceivers in May 2015, they 
did not know the identity of Big Boy 01 and Big Boy 02.  

Since then, Global Witness has not identified Big Boy 01 and Big Boy 02; it is the Koffa 
Commission which identified Big Boy 01 and Big Boy 02 and announced its identification to the 
Liberian people. The Koffa Commission reported in the Special Presidential Taskforce on the 
Global Witness’ Report that it is Mr. Klaus Piprek who gave it the information which formed the 

basis for its identification of Dr. 
Eugene Shannon and Mr. ECB Jones 
as Big Boy 01 and Big Boy 02;46 but 
when given the opportunity of time 
to present Mr. Piprek to testify to that 
aspect of the Special Presidential 
Taskforce on the Global Witness’ 
Report, even though Mr. Piprek had 
earlier been listed as a witness for the 
Prosecution, the Koffa Commission 
failed to produce Mr. Piprek.  

Instead they went to the 
Supreme Court on a writ of certiorari 
from the Chambers Justice to review 
rulings of Judge Gbessay, the trial 
judge, on written species of evidence 
which the Prosecution intended to 
have admitted without any person 

                                                 
46 Special Presidential Taskforce on the Global Witness’ Report, December 23, 2016, pages 10 
and 12. 

Dr. Eugene Shannon, former Minister of Lands, Mines and 
Energy 
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testifying to them and without the opportunity for the Defense to cross-examine authors, 
proponents, senders or receivers of those documents.  

Globe Afrique found that it is on the basis of this content of the Special Presidential 
Taskforce on the Global Witness’ Report that the indictment of January 3, 2016, was obtained; 
the two principal witnesses presented by the Prosecution at the aborted trial, both from the 
Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC), recited the contents of the Special Presidential 
Taskforce on the Global Witness’ Report when identifying Big Boy 01 and Big Boy 02 to be Dr. 
Eugene Shannon and Mr. E.C.B. Jones, formerly Minister of Lands, Mines and Energy and 
formerly Deputy Minister of Lands, Mines and Energy, respectively. 

 The two principal witnesses who testified for the Prosecution at the aborted trial are Marc 
N. Kollie and D. Blamo Kofa. Marc Kollie is employed at the LACC as a senior investigator; 
Blamo Kofa was formerly employed at the LACC as a senior investigator but is now employed 
with the Liberia Revenue Authority. It is their testimonies which purport to implicate Dr. 
Shannon and Mr. Jones as Big Boy 01 and Big Boy 02, but their statements were plain and 
simple hearsays.  

According to legal advisers working with Globe Afrique on this research project, 
hearsays are ordinarily inadmissible in court as evidence against a defendant but what is puzzling 
is that the counsel for the accused Liberian persons never objected to the admissibility of the 
hearsays; they and the court allowed both witnesses to testify and implicate Dr. Shannon and Mr. 
Jones as Big Boy 01 and Big Boy 02 based on hearsay testimonies.  

 Globe Afrique learned from the minutes of the aborted trial that a summary of what the 
two witnesses said is that the information they got about Big Boy o1 and Big Boy 02 was 
obtained from Mr. Klaus Piprek, a South African national, who was an employee of Sable 
Mining in Liberia, and who himself was indicted under the indictment issue on June 8, 2015. 
According to Marc Kollie and Blamo Kofa, Andrew Groves, Heine Van Nerkierk, and Klaus 
Piprek went to Liberia by a special executive jet, and that Groves carried with him a special brief 
case (executive portfolio); and that during the flight Groves boasted that he had within the brief 
case the amount of $500,000.00. Both witnesses testified on the stand that Groves opened the 
brief case and showed the money to Klaus Piprek and Heine Van Nerkierk.  

Neither of the two principal witnesses testified that the money in the briefcase was 
counted to confirm that it was $500,000.00. But these two primary witnesses testified that upon 
the arrival of the plane in Liberia, the occupants were taken to the home of Dr. Eugene Shannon 
where they had dinner. When dinner was over, Mr. Piprek was asked to excuse the others at the 
dinner but while Mr. Piprek was leaving, he turned and saw Groves hand over to Dr. Shannon 
the briefcase.  

According to Marc Kollie, there were no Liberian persons at that dinner other than Dr. 
Shannon and Mr. Jones.  This is substantially the testimony of both Marc Kollie and Blamo Kofa 
with regard to who Big Boy 01 and Big Boy 02 are and how they were bribed by Sable Mining 
to change the 2005 PPC Act to provide for “non-bidding areas” in the 2010 PPC Act for 
Liberia’s mineral resources, the intention allegedly being that Sable Mining would win the 
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Wologizi Mountain without a competitive bid. Strangely, Mr. Jones seems to have been named 
Big Boy 02 only because he is alleged to have been present at the said dinner; or because he was 
then the Deputy Minister to Dr. Shannon.  

 Several questions come to the mind of an impartial investigator. Marc Kollie and Blamo 
Kofa were not present and did not have direct knowledge or information about the alleged travel 
of Groves, Van Nerkierk and Piprek to Liberia or about the alleged $500,000.00 payment to Dr. 
Shannon for him and Mr. Jones. Whatever they testified to was hearsay.  

So, the first category of questions is:  

(1) Why did the Koffa Commission (through it, the Prosecution) use or present such obvious 
hearsays in court?  

(2) Why is it that the defense lawyers never objected to the hearsay evidence?   

(3) Why didn’t the Judge himself disqualify that portion of the testimonies as hearsay and 
therefore inadmissible as evidence?47 

The second category of questions is:  

(1) Why didn’t Piprek go to Liberia to testify at the aborted trial if he did give the information 
about Big Boy 01 and Big Boy 02 to the Koffa Commission?  

(2) If for any reason that Piprek could not go to Liberia to testify, why didn’t the Prosecution 
request for his deposition to be taken in South Africa where he lives?48  

(3) Why didn’t Van Niekierk go to Liberia to testify at the aborted trial and did he give any 
information to the Koffa Commission, which it relied on to bring the indictments?  

(4) If for any reason Van Niekierk could not go to Liberia to testify, why didn’t the Prosecution 
request for his deposition to be taken in South Africa where he lives?  

(5) The same questions go to the failure and refusal of the Prosecution to present as a witness 
Mr. Samuel Jackson, a Liberian citizen who was in the US during the trial; he has been named in 
the Koffa Commission’s report as one of the persons from whom evidence was allegedly 
obtained to form the basis of the indictments.  

These questions show simply that the Prosecution did not have the evidence and did not 
want its alleged witnesses to be cross-examined by counsels for the accused persons If that is the 
case, then there is no basis for prosecuting the accused persons. 

                                                 
47 Criminal Procedure Law, Sec. 21.1 (c), which provides for the application of the rules of 
evidence in civil actions as set forth in the Civil Procedure Law.  Civil Procedure Law, Sec. 25.7(1), 
I LCL Revised, page 199. Liberian law clearly says that hearsay evidence is not admissible in court 
and Liberian jurisprudence is replete with the exclusion of hearsay evidence in both criminal and 
civil cases. 
48 Civil Procedure Law, Secs. 13.1, 13.2, I LCL Revised, pages 126-128. Liberian law provides for 
deposition of witness to be taken in Liberia and out of Liberia before an action or while an action 
is pending. 
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 Both Dr. Eugene Shannon and Mr. ECB Jones have denied receiving any amount from 
Sable Mining as bribe to facilitate the change of the 2005 PPC Act to provide for non-bidding 
areas in the revised/amended 2005 PPC Act (the 2010 PPC Act); they deny having any dinner at 
Dr. Shannon’s house with officials of Sable Mining; and they also deny that a briefcase 
containing $500,000.00 was given to Dr. Shannon for him and Mr. Jones.49 Globe Afrique found 
no evidence to substantiate the claim that a Big Boy 01 and a Big Boy 02 exist; and certainly the 
testimonies of Marc Kollie and Blamo Kofa are insufficient to find guilty Dr. Shannon or Mr. 
Jones on the charges preferred against them – bribery, economic sabotage, criminal conspiracy, 
criminal solicitation and criminal facilitation.  

 

Investigations of the $4,500.00 Listed as alleged 
accommodation for ECB Jones and C. Onanuga 

In The Deceiver it is stated, “Sable Mining: bribes and questionable payments.” There it 
is written: “23 August 2010: $4,500.00 Accommodation E.C.B. Jones and C. Onanuga. Ernest 
C.B. Jones was deputy minister, while Chris Onanuga was Delta’s long-standing fixer before and 
after its purchase by Sable”. 

It is  based on the contents of this paragraph above that ECB Jones, and Chris Onanuga 
were indicted on May 24, 2015; but in the indictment, no amount was mentioned as having been 
received by Chris Onanuga, while it was stated in the indictment that $5,000.00 was collected by 
ECB Jones for providing technical advice to change the 2005 PPC Act so that non-bidding areas 
would be created in the 2010 PPC Act and in order for Sable Mining to win the Wologizi Mountain. 
Assuming, without admitting, that $5,000.00 was paid to Mr. ECB Jones for technical services, 
how does that payment translate to a bribe? 

The next question that comes to mind is 
whether this is the same ECB Jones who is alleged to 
have received $250,000.00 from Sable Mining? How 
it is that Sable Mining would give ECB Jones 
$250,000.00 and then before or subsequently give him 
$5,000.00 for the same purpose – to change the 2005 
PPC Act so that non-bidding areas would be created in 
the 2010 PPC Act and for Sable Mining to win the 
Wologizi Mountain? How believable is that? How 
probable is that? ECB Jones has denied that any such 
amount of $5,000.00 was given to him by Sable 
Mining for the purpose stated in The Deceivers and the 
                                                 
49 Telephone interview with Dr. Eugene Shannon on August 10, 2017. Telephone interview with 
Mr. E.C.B. Joes on August 11, 2017. Face-to-face interview in Liberia with both Dr. Shannon and 
Mr. Jones conducted on August 14, by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist and Chief Executive 
Officer of Global News Network. 

ECB Jones 
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two principal witnesses for the Prosecution never testified at the aborted trial to any such payment 
by Sable Mining to ECB Jones. How is it therefore possible that in a fair and transparent trial, ECB 
Jones would be convicted in the absence of any evidence at the trial? 

 Another question is how is it that Sable Mining would pay $4,500.00 as accommodation 
for Chris Onanuga and ECB Jones, if such accommodation was ever given, and the inference be 
made that this was  bribe to change the 2005 PPC Act so that non-bidding areas would be created 
in the 2010 PPC Act and in order for Sable Mining to win the Wologizi Mountain? Both Chris 
Onanuga and ECB Jones have denied that any such accommodation was given to them by Sable 
Mining for the purpose stated in The Deceivers and the two principal witnesses for the Prosecution 
never testified at the aborted trial to any such accommodation by Sable Mining for ECB Jones and 
Chris Onanuga.  Investigations by Globe Afrique shows that there appears to be no evidence that 
would lead to the conviction of ECB Jones and Chris Onanuga since Global Witness could not 
provide any evidence at the aborted trial. 

Chris Onanuga, a Liberian businessman (formerly of Nigerian origin) was described in The 
Deceivers as a fixer for Delta Mining before the merger of Sable Mining and Delta Mining, and it 
is for this reason that Sable Mining provided $4,500.00 accommodation to him and ECB Jones. 
Our investigations and interviews with persons in positions to know revealed that Chris Onanuga 
does not have the stature or relationship in Liberia to be a fixer for investors. Chris Onanuga does 
not have the professional or social relationship to be a fixer for Delta Mining or Sable Mining. 
Furthermore, according to our investigation, Chris Onanuga denied ever being a fixer for Delta 
Mining and ever receiving $4,500.00 accommodation (along with ECB Jones) from Sable Mining 
to change the 2005 PPC Act.  So, it would be interesting to learn how Global Witness or the Koffa 
Commission would prove otherwise? 

 

Investigation into the Additional Claim of Payment of 
$50,000.00 to Chris Onanuga by Sable Mining Stated on 
January 3, 2016, Indictment 

 The Deceivers did not say anything about this alleged payment of $50,000.00 by Sable 
Mining to Chris Onanuga; this is an allegation stated in the January 3, 2016, indictment. And this 
allegation is first found in the Special Presidential Taskforce on the Global Witness’ Report.50 
How did the Koffa Commission get the evidence to substantiate this allegation? It is alleged that 
Chris Onanuga was contracted by Sable Mining to provide consultancy services to Sable Mining 
geared to controlling leakages of unfavorable and damaging information on Sable Mining’s 
involvement with the revised PPC Act and other related activities and for which he received the 
payment of $50,000.00 from Sable Mining. Assuming, without admitting that $50,000.00 was 
paid to Chris Onanuga for this purpose, this is not a bribe. The indictment also says that the 
$50,000.00 payment was intended to get Chris Onanuga to induce public officials to engage 
                                                 
50 Special Presidential Taskforce on the Global Witness’ Report, December 23, 2016, page 30. 
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themselves in the crimes for which they have been charged (bribery, economic sabotage, 
criminal conspiracy, criminal solicitation and criminal facilitation). Which public officials did 
Chris Onanuga induce? What relationship did he have with any of these public officials? 
Certainly, such vague and ambiguous allegations should never have formed the basis of an 
indictment.  

 Our investigations found that the 
accusation made on January 3, 2016, against 
Chris Onanuga is without merits. Chris 
Onanuga has denied that Sable Mining made 
any such payment of $50,000.00 to him for any 
illicit purposes.51 And at the aborted trial, none 
of the two principal witnesses testified to Chris 
Onanuga receiving any such payment and 
engaging in any illegal activities.  

Without any intention to denigrate Chris 
Onanuga, it has already been established above 
that Chris Onanuga, a businessman of Nigerian 
origin, just did not have the stature and social 
connections in Liberia to be able to influence the 
behavior and conduct of public officials and 
Sable Mining and Delta Mining were not likely 
to contract the services of somebody of Chris 
Onanuga’s stature to influence Liberian Government officials. And it is doubtful that the 
Prosecution has any written agreement between Sable Mining and Chris Onaguga; otherwise, the 
Prosecution would have had it presented to the court during the aborted trial.  

 

Globe Afrique’s Examination of the aborted Trial at the 
Circuit Court and the Appeal to the Chambers Justice at 
the Supreme Court 

 

 The Plea of the Statute of Limitations against the Trial.  
The trial at the circuit court started with preliminary motions filed before Judge Emery 

Paye, then presiding over the First Judicial Circuit Court (the Theft Court Division) by 

                                                 
51 Telephone interview with Mr. Chris Onanuga on August 14, 2017. Face-to-face interview 
conducted in Liberia with Mr. Chris Onanuga on August 15, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian 
journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. 
 

Christopher Hayes Onanuga, a Liberian 
Businessman 
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assignment of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. One of these preliminary motions asked 
for dismissal of the case against Senator Varney Sherman for the reason that the five-year statute 
of limitation had expired.52  

The Prosecution responded to this motion with the submission that the Liberian 
Government could not have found that the alleged crimes had been committed over the years 
since they were committed and before The Deceivers was published. Our legal experts advise 
that this was no legal defense to the statute of limitation motion filed on behalf of Senator 
Sherman.  

Globe Afrique found it curious that Judge Paye simply ruled that the motion and the 
resistance to it consist of mixed issues of law and facts and therefore the motion was overruled, 
and the case ruled to trial. Simple arithmetic confirms that it was more than five years after the 
alleged commission of the crimes in 2010 when the Liberian Government obtained the 
indictments in 2016. 

Two eminent Liberian jurists (Counsellor Christiana Tah and Counsellor Francis Allison) 
say that the overruling of a motion because it consists of “mixed issues of law and fact” is 19th-
century jurisprudence of the United States, which is no longer practiced. They claim that judges 
in Liberia adopt that method of passing on legal matters as a way of avoiding the issues.53 

 This was the second indication that a fair and transparent trial might not be given to the 
accused. According to our legal experts, had Senator Sherman’s motion to dismiss the 
accusations against him been dismissed by the court for reason that the case was barred by the 
statute, the accusations against all the other accused persons who have crumbled. So, Judge Paye, 
apparently afraid to be blamed for the fall of the Prosecution’s case against the accused persons, 
opted to deny the motion to dismiss. As in the appointment of Counsellor Koffa to investigate 
the accusations of The Deceivers and prosecute the accused persons, this ruling sparked 
suspicions that there were political motivations for the trial of the accused persons. What is 
interesting, however, is that as unusual as Judge Paye’s ruling was, defense counsel for Senator 
Sherman merely filed exceptions to the ruling but never perfected an appeal to the Supreme 
Court for review. We wonder why! 

   

                                                 
52 Criminal Procedure Law, Section 4.2(a), I LCL Revised, page 315. This law provides simply that 
prosecution for a felony must be commenced within five years after it is committed. The crimes 
were allegedly committed in 2010; the Government started prosecution of the accused persons 
in 2016. 
53 Telephone interview with Counsellor Christiana Tah, former Liberian Minister of Justice, on 
October 9, 2017. Face-to-face interviews conducted in Liberia by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian 
journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network with Counsellor Frances Allison, 
retired Chief Justices of the Liberian Supreme Court on October 12, 2017. Counsellor Allison is 
also a former Liberian Minister of Justice.   
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Globe Afrique’s investigation into the Pre-Trial Conference 
and the Objections of the Defense to Admission of The 
Deceivers’ emails, the Affidavit from Heine Van Niekerk and 
the alleged investigation of the Statement of Account.  
 

After the ruling by Judge Emery 
Paye, Judge Yamie Gbessay was assigned 
by the Chief Justice to preside over the 
Theft Court and he decided to conduct the 
trial of the facts of the indictments during 
his term. Judge Gbessay first had a pre-
trial conference, one of the purposes for 
such pre-trial conference being to mark 
documents which the parties might have 
to reduce the time for proving those 
documents at the trial.  

At the pre-trial conference, the 
Prosecution presented The Deceivers, 
copy of a statement of account 
(spreadsheet) allegedly prepared by 
Senator Sherman’s firm (Sherman & 
Sherman) which shows payments 
allegedly made to the accused former 
Liberian Government officials, a copy of 
an affidavit (statement) allegedly made by 
Heine Van Nerkierk, and copies of emails allegedly exchanged between Sable Mining and 
Senator Sherman, which were intended to prove the alleged conspiracy and the alleged 
payments.  

The Defense for the accused persons objected to the marking of all the documents for 
reason that they were hearsays and should not be admitted into evidence without the proponents 
or writers appearing in open court and testifying to them, and without the opportunity for the 
Defense to cross-examine the proponents or writers. In the case of the statement (affidavit) 
allegedly given by Heine Van Nerkierk (which we are informed he denied issuing but have not 
been able to interview him to verify this alleged denial), the Defense contended that it was not 
properly authenticated under South African law to be used in Liberian courts and therefore 
inadmissible in evidence. Judge Gbessay ruled at the pre-trial conference that the objections to 
those documents would be passed upon at the main trial itself. 

Then came the surprise to the Prosecution; the Defense decided that they did not want a 
trial by jury but would instead submit to trial by the court (judge). In interviews with lawyers for 

Heine van Niekerk, the South African national, who was 
the Chief Executive Officer of Delta Mining Consolidated 
Limited and the overall Manager of the Activities of Sable 
Mining Africa Limited in Liberia 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi8oreK0Z7XAhVGPRoKHX-5CJ8QjRwIBw&url=https://mg.co.za/article/2015-02-05-sa-politicians-and-spies-named-in-guinea-mines-for-votes-rumpus&psig=AOvVaw3EyBSzDEfuMja44Tey_6t_&ust=1509668902486227
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the Defense, they said that given the adverse publicity that the Koffa Commission had employed 
over the months from the time The Deceivers was published, up to the time of the trial, they were 
not sure that a free and impartial jury could be obtained.  

These lawyers for the Defense also said that given the caliber of the men and women who 
were awaiting selection to sit on the jury, they were not sure that those men and women would 
have understood the facts and the law governing the case. And finally, the lawyers said that they 
were concerned that the jury might be tempered with just as the press had been co-opted. In 
consultation with the accused persons, it was agreed that the trial should be conducted without a 
jury, which is a right reserved under the law to an accused person, except in cases where the 
death sentence may be imposed.54  

It need not be over-emphasized that the evidence adduced at the trial up to the time it was 
aborted, appears to lack the minimum standards one would expect to prove beyond reasonable 
doubts that the accused had committed the crimes for which they had been indicted and were on 
trial. Suffice it to say that the testimonies of the two principal witnesses for the Prosecution 
(Marc Kollie and Blamo Kofa) were mere hearsays and full of innuendoes, sensations, and 
unsubstantiated accusations.  

What is interesting for 
purposes of this Report is that 
twice during the trial the 
Prosecution requested the Judge 
for time to obtain witnesses or 
other evidence. The second 
time, the Prosecution asked for 
ten days to obtain foreign 
witnesses, but the Judge gave 
eight days for the Prosecution to 
obtain those witnesses, which 
the Prosecution said were living 
out of Liberia. Also during the 
trial, it was reported by various 
newspapers in Liberia that at 
least one South African national, Mr. Paul O’Sullivan went to Liberia  to testify as a witness for 
the Prosecution; but with reportage in newspapers of general circulation on his unsavory 
character, Mr. O’Sullivan quietly left Liberia after only two days in the country.55 He was 
brought to Liberia by the Special Presidential Taskforce in an effort to help them prosecute the 
accused persons, says Counsellor Cyrenius Cephas, one of counsel for the Defense; and when the 

                                                 
54 Criminal Procedure Law, Section 20.2, I LCL Revised, page 376 
55The News newspaper, “Govt. Recruits ‘Con Artist” Witness, http://thenewslib.com/govt-recruits-
con-artist-witness/; Read about Mr. Paul O’Sullivan at htpps://www.gov.za/speeches/police-
search-premises-paul-o%E2%80%99sullivan-7-apr-2017-0000; https://www.gov.za/speeches/paul-
o%E2%80%sullivan-appears-court-various-charges-16-feb-2017-0000. 

Paul O'Sullivan, who was engaged to testify but is suspected of 
slipping out of Liberia before testifying 

http://thenewslib.com/govt-recruits-con-artist-witness/
http://thenewslib.com/govt-recruits-con-artist-witness/
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Liberian Government lawyers realized that he would be very damaging to their case, the Special 
Presidential Taskforce whisked him out of Liberia.56 We at Globe Afrique were left wondering 
why the Special Presidential Taskforce (Koffa Commission) would do this.  

As stated earlier the Prosecution asked for the ten-day recess of the trial shortly after 
Judge Gbessay had entertained arguments on the request of the Prosecution for marks to be 
placed on the documents (The Deceivers, thread of emails, an alleged affidavit (statement) from 
Heine Van Nerkierk and the alleged statement of account (spreadsheet) attached to The 
Deceivers) so that these documents would be admitted into evidence to form a part of the written 
evidence for the Prosecution. As to The Deceivers and the alleged statement of account 
(spreadsheet) attached to it, the Defense argued that they were hearsays and unless the writers or 
proponents were to appear and testify to them and the Defense allowed to cross-examine them, 
those documents should not be admitted.  

As to the emails, the Defense submitted that the Yahoo email account for Sherman & 
Sherman (Senator Varney Sherman’s firm) had been hacked and that the standard for receiving 
email into evidence in other jurisdictions (in the absence of any Liberian law governing the 
admissibility of email (electronic information) in evidence at a trial is that the sender or receiver 
of the email should testify to it and be cross-examined. In the absence of the sender or receiver 
testifying to the email and being cross-examined those emails should not be marked by the court 
and accepted in evidence, the Defense argued.  

As to the affidavit (statement) allegedly issued by Heine Van Nerkierk, the Defense 
submitted that both Liberia and South Africa (the place where the affidavit (statement) was 
allegedly issued by Heine Van Nerkierk) are parties to the 1961 Hague Convention on Apostilles 
as the means of authenticating documents issued in one country for use in the other country. The 
Defense contended that the affidavit (statement) had not been properly authenticated as it did not 
have certification (authentication) of the High Court of the region of South Africa in which it 
was allegedly issued and did not have the certification (authentication) by the Liberian Embassy 
in South Africa, which are requirements of South African law pursuant to the 1961 Hague 
Convention.  

Judge Gbessay ruled that he would place temporary marks on the documents until the 
proponents or writers of the documents appeared in open court, testified to them and the 
Defense, under the constitutional and statutory rights of the accused, cross-examined them. It is 
important to note that the alleged proponents and writers of these documents were all listed as 
witnesses for the Prosecution. Why then did the Prosecution refuse to bring these witnesses to 
testify? Why did the Prosecution want these documents marked and admitted into evidence at the 
trial without the opportunity for the Defense to cross-examine the proponents or writers of the 
documents? 

During the eight-day recess granted by Judge Gbessay for the Prosecution to obtain its 
foreign witnesses, the Prosecution filed with Justice Philip Banks, the Associate Justice in 
                                                 
56Face-to-Face Interview conducted on September 20, 2017 with Counsellor Cyrenius Cephas by 
J. Cholo Brooks, Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. 
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Chambers, a petition for the writ of certiorari, which caused a suspension of the trial until a 
conference is held with Justice Banks. The conference was held, and Justice Banks decided that a 
full adversarial hearing should be held on the petition. At the end of the adversarial hearing, 
instead of passing on the issue of the competency of the documents presented by the Prosecution 
at the trial in the face of the cogent legal objections raised by the Defense, Justice Banks ruled 
that the court should allow the Prosecution to present its side of the case as it sees fit and the 
court should not entertain objections to the documents or temporarily mark the documents.  

 

Associate Justice Philip Banks 

Again, Globe Afrique consulted with two eminent Liberian jurists (Counsellor Christian 
Tah and Counsellor Frances Allison), who independently of each other, agree that counsel for the 
Defense has some real strong arguments. As for Counsellor Christiana Tah, former Minister of 
Justice, she opined that the documents are all hearsay and should not be admitted into evidence 
without the oral testimonies of those alleged to have prepared them, or in the case of the alleged 
Van Nerkierk statement, without the proper authentication in keeping with the 1961 Hague 
Convention on Apostilles. She also said that as a prosecutor she would not have presented these 
documents to the court as barely as the Liberian Government lawyers sought to do.  

As for retired Supreme Court Chief Justice Frances Allison, she too said that both as a 
former trial judge and as a justice of the Supreme Court, she would not have admitted those 
documents into evidence as they are all hearsays; she said that she would have disallowed 
admission of the documents for the same reasons stated by Judge Gbessay. Both jurists agreed 
that Judge Emery Paye should have granted the motion to dismiss the charges against Senator 
Varney Sherman for reason of the statute of limitation.57 

                                                 
57 Telephone interview with Counsellor Christiana Tah, former Liberian Minister of Justice, on 
October 9, 2017. Face-to-face interviews conducted in Liberia by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian 
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 These two eminent Liberian jurists said that Judge Paye’s ruling on the motion to dismiss 
the charges against Senator Varney Sherman for reason of time limitation was erroneous; they, 
however, confirmed Judge Gbessay’s ruling, which denied the marking of the documents and 
their admission into evidence for the reasons stated by Judge Gbessay. One can only wonder how 
the Supreme Court will rule since briefs were argued before it on Tuesday, October 3, 2017.   

 One can also only wait and wonder what the Supreme Court will say about the 
admissibility of these documents into evidence; but our fellow investigators in Liberia, who 
listened to the arguments before the Supreme Court, believe that the Supreme Court will merely 
send the case back for a new trial for the reason that there is a new judge at the Theft Court. This 
much, he says the Supreme Court indicated to counsel for both sides during the arguments. 

 

The Real Facts about the Amendment of the 2005 PPC Act, 
Specifically Art. /Sec. 75.  

 

The Theory of The Deceivers.  
 Globe Afrique’s investigation uncovered that the theory of The Deceivers is that in 2010 
certain named present and former Liberian Government officials conspired, solicited, and received 
money bribes to influence, and/or succeeded in altering and changing the 2005 PPC Act to provide 
for non-bidding areas in Liberia’s law regarding the procurement of mineral rights.  The purpose 
was to have Article/Section 75 inserted in the new law that would allow the Minister of Lands, 
Mines, and Energy to declare specific mining areas non-biddable for the sole purpose of awarding 
Wologizi Mountain to Sable Mining.  
 
 When asked on the witness stand during the aborted trial about whether Article/Section 
75 was part of the draft of the 2010 PPC Act, which President Sirleaf presented to the Legislature 
for enactment into law, both Marc Kollie and Blamo Kofa, the two principal witnesses testifying 
for the Prosecution, said that Article/Section 75 was not part of the draft 2010 PPC Act but that 
Article/Section 75 was inserted at the Legislature. They gave this testimony even though they 
also testified that they never saw the draft 2010 PPC Act, which President Sirleaf sent to the 
Legislature for enactment. As revealed earlier, Speaker Tyler contradicted these two witnesses; 
his contradiction of their testimonies was corroborated by Ms. Mildred Sayon, Clerk to the 
House of Representatives, and Mr. Nornbollor Singbe, Secretary to the Senate.58 Our 
comparative review of the draft amendment of the 2005 PPC Act, which President Sirleaf sent to 

                                                 
journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network with Counsellor Frances Allison, 
retired Chief Justice of the Liberian Supreme Court and former Liberian Minister of Justice on 
October 12, 2017. 
58 Telephone interviews in Liberia separately with Ms. Mildred Sayon, Clerk to the House of 
Representatives and with Mr. Nornbollor Singbe, Secretary to the Liberian Senate conducted on 
October 12 and 13, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of 
Global News Network. 
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the Legislature in August 2010 for enactment, with the 2010 PPC Act enacted in September 
2010, corroborates Speaker Tyler’s contradiction of the testimonies of these two witnesses for 
the Prosecution. 
 
 The 2005 PPC Act has 144 Articles (Sections), and its amendment (the 2010 PPC Act) 
has 143 Articles (Sections). The 2005 PPC Act carries an Article/Section 75 with the title: 
“Scope and Application”; and the first sentence thereof reads as follows: “This part shall apply 
to all activities relating to concessions and shall, in particular, apply to the following:” It then 
has Sub-Articles or Sub-Sections (a), (b), (c) and (d). Article/Section 75 of the 2005 PPC Act 
covers pages 55 to 56 of the 2005 PPC Act.  
 
 The 2010 PPC Act (amendment to the 2005 PPC Act) also carries an Article/Section 75, 
but the title is “Scope, Application and General Principles”; and the first sentence thereof reads 
verbatim as the first sentence of Article/Section 75 of the 2005 PPC Act, as follows: “This part 
shall apply to all activities relating to concessions and shall, in particular, apply to the 
following:” It then has Sub-Articles or Sub-Sections (1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (6) and (7). Sub-
Article or Sub-Section (1) is further divided into (a), (b) (c) and (d); Sub-Article or Sub-Section 
(2) is further divided into (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h) and (i); Sub-Article or Sub-Section (3) 
is divided in (a), (b), (c), (d) (e), (f), (g), (h) and (i). Sub-Articles or Sub-Sections (4), (5), (6) and 
(7) are single paragraphs. Article/Section 75 of the 2010 PPC Act covers pages 69 to 74 of the 
2010 PPC Act. 
 
 The accused persons had submitted that Article/Section 75 was part of the draft 2010 
PPC Act when it was submitted to the Legislature for enactment and that not an “i” was dotted 
or a “t” was crossed during the process of enactment. They have submitted that the enacted 2010 
PPC Act was the same as the draft amendment to the 2005 PPC Act submitted to the Legislature. 
This submission by the accused was confirmed in interviews with Ms. Mildred Sayon, Clerk of 
the House of Representatives and with Mr. Nornbollor Singbe, Secretary to the Liberian 
Senate.59 Simply stated, the accused persons contradict the principal witnesses for the 
Prosecution who say that Article/Section 75 was not in the draft 2010 PPC Act when President 
Sirleaf submitted it to the Legislaure, but it was inserted at the Legislature during the enactment 
process. More than this, the hard copies of the two sets of laws (draft and enacted) are self-
explanatory in their contradiction of the testimonies of Marc Kollie and Blamo Kofa.  
 
 Given the subject matter covered by Article/Section 75 of the 2010 PPC Act and the 
number of pages of the 2010 PPC Act it covered, no reasonable and impartial person would 
believe that the Legislature unilaterally inserted Article/Section 75 after the draft of the 2010 
PPC Act was submitted to it. Wouldn’t President Sirleaf’s office have observed that substantial 
changes had been made to the draft 2010 PPC Act? And wouldn’t President Sirleaf have raised 
the issue with the Legislature for making a significant addition to the draft law she submitted? 
Anyone who knows President Sirleaf knows that she thoroughly reads documents submitted to 
her office or which leave her office; she thoroughly reads draft laws that she submits to the 
                                                 
59 Telephone interviews in Liberia separately with Ms. Mildred Sayon, Clerk to the House of 
Representatives and with Mr. Nornbollor Singbe, Secretary to the Liberian Senate conducted on 
October 12 and 13, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of 
Global News Network. 
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Legislature and thoroughly reads laws enacted by the Legislature before approving them, as is 
required by the Constitution to give effect to laws enacted by the Legislature. It is clear that the 
principal witnesses for the Prosecution had not told the truth when they said at the aborted trial 
that the draft 2010 PPC Act did not have an Article/Section 75 and that Article/Section 75 was 
inserted at the Legislature. Globe Afrique’s legal advisors state that this falsity alone destroys the 
Government’s case against the accused persons. 
 

Article/Section 75 of the 2010 PPC Act covers many subjects; it is only Sub-Article or 
Sub-Section (3) (a) and (3) (b), which talks about a “Non-Bidding Area.”      

 
 Globe Afrique’s investigation found no verifiable evidence of solicitation or receipt of 
money bribes; no economic sabotage; no criminal conspiracy; no criminal solicitation; and no 
criminal facilitation – this comes from the same evidence proffered by the Kofa commission. 
Article/Section 75 existed under the old law (the 2005 PPC Act); it was only amended in the 
2010 PPC Act. The process for amendment of Article/Section 75 of the 2005 PPC Act occurred 
between 2008 and 2009 when Sable Mining had not yet gone to Liberia. It is just that the 
amendments of the 2005 PPC Act were enacted into law in September 2010. Some of those 
indicted were not part of, and therefore, not aware of, the review and amendment processes in 
2008 and 2009. 
 

The amendments were recommended, justified, drafted and placed in the law by 
international experts provided by Liberia’s development partners (UNDP, USAID, the EU and 
the World Bank). When the amendments were made between 2008 and 2009, Sable Mining was 
not in Liberia and, therefore, could not have influenced or have been the exclusive beneficiary of 
the changes. Sable Mining went to Liberia in February 2010; even The Deceivers concedes that. 

 
Those Liberians who were accused in The Deceivers and who were indicted, especially 

those with knowledge of mining law and practices, contend that the amendments and their 
justifications were and still are technically sound. The amendments, they contend, were 
necessary to institute international best practices. The dual utilization of exploration license 
tendering, where there is sufficient information to tender (competitive bidding process), and the 
use of “first-file first-served” bidding process, where there is insufficient information to tender, 
remains international best practice even today, seven years after they were adapted into the 
revised PPC Act (the 2010 PPC Act), they submit. And interviews with experts from other 
countries confirm this submission; Global Witness cannot dispute it. It seems clear that Global 
Witness did not consult mineral law experts before publishing The Deceivers. 

 
Examples of some countries using the dual system are USA, Australia, Ghana, and 

Tanzania, among many others. The changes to the Liberian procurement and concession law 
were accepted by Liberian stakeholders, including the Ministry of Justice (MOJ), Ministry of 
Finance (MOF), Ministry of Planning and Economic Affairs (MPEA), Ministry of State for 
Presidential Affairs (MOS) and the Public Procurement and Concession Commission (PPCC). 
These agencies participated in the negotiation and drafting of the amendments to the 2005 PPC 
Act, which became the 2010 PPC Act. 
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How were the amendments made?  
Following the inauguration of President Sirleaf in 2006, the Liberian Government ordered 

the review of all concessions awarded under the late Hon. Gyude Bryant, then Chairman of the 
Liberian National Transitional Government (LNTG). The Review Committee comprised of 
representatives of the Liberian Government and representatives from the international community 
(Liberia’s development partners). The Liberian Government was represented by the MOF; the 
MOJ and the PPCC and the international Community was represented by USAID, European Union 
(EU) and the World Bank.  

 
Among other things, the report of the Review Committee recommended the review and 

revision of the 2005 PPC Act. Specifically, it supported the harmonization of the Mineral & 
Mining Law and the Petroleum Law with the 2005 PPC Act.  

 

The Public Procurement Forum and the 2005 PPC Act 
Cabinet Review Committee.  

A public procurement forum was held at the Monrovia City Hall from February 27 – 28, 
2008. This forum recommended a review and amendment of the 2005 PPC Act. After that, a 
Cabinet Committee was established by President Sirleaf. The Cabinet Committee, in turn, on May 
30, 2008, created a Technical Committee. The Technical Committee convened a one-day retreat 
on the campus of the Baptist Theological Seminary on June 6, 2008, to identify provisions of the 
2005 PPC Act that needed amendments. 

 

The Issuance of Regulation No. 002.  
Globe Afrique’s investigations reveal that between 2006 and 2007 it was impossible to 

grant mineral exploration licenses because of the limitation of the 2005 PPC Act that concessions 
shall be granted only upon international competitive bidding and that there shall be a tendering for 
mineral concessions. Meanwhile, the Liberian Government was experiencing a sharp drop in 
revenues from the mineral sector. As the mineral sector was a significant source of revenue for the 
country, the MOF started pressuring the MLME to raise revenues. The MLME did not have 
sufficient contemporary geological information on areas of interest to potential investors; and, 
therefore, could not formulate tender documents to facilitate tendering in compliance with the 2005 
PPC Act. So, for revenue generation reasons, the Liberian Government decided in 2007 to issue a 
regulation for granting exploration licenses, on a non-bidding basis. 

 
PPCC Regulation No. 002 was issued on August 31st, 2007, signed by the late Hon. Keith 

K. Jubah, then Chairman of the Public Procurement and Concession Commission, and titled 
“Regulation on the Interim Procedures for Issuing Exploration Licenses.” 

 
 
The MLME and the PPCC are the agencies which worked on the feasibility of the 

regulation for granting exploration licenses on a non-bidding basis. The PPCC, through the 
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government machinery, requested and received technical assistance from the EU. The technical 
assistant expert (Dr. J. Christian Ngot Konglo) was seconded by the EU to assist the PPCC 
develop and issue PPCC Regulation No. 002; as a matter of fact, Regulation No. 002 was drafted 
by Dr. Konglo. The Regulation provided “interim procedures” for the MLME to issue 
exploration licenses for minerals without tendering (establishment of non-bidding areas). The 
procedures adopted the international best practice of “first-file first-serve” (also called “first-to-
file”) for areas of mining interest where there is no information, or where there is insufficient 
information.  
 

PPCC Regulation No. 002, which was issued in August 2007, provided for the grant of 
exploration license and eventually mineral concession on a non-bidding basis (the “first-file 
first-serve” or “first-to-file”) for areas of mining interest where there is no information, or where 
there is insufficient information. Sable Mining went to Liberia in February 2010. The obvious 
conclusion is that Sable Mining did not influence and could not have influenced the issuance of 
PPCC Regulation No. 002.  When Sable Mining went to Liberia in February 2010, PPCC 
Regulation No. 002 was still valid and in full force and effect; besides the 2005 PPC Act had not 
yet been amended. So, if Sable Mining had any intention to bribe any Liberian Government 
officials, it would have attempted to bribe officials of only the Ministry of Lands, Mines, and 
Energy to obtain exploration licenses over the Wologizi Mountain pursuant to PPCC Regulation 
No. 002; but that did not happen. None of the accused persons had anything to do with the 
issuance of PPCC Regulation No. 002; Prof. Willie Belleh was not then at the PPCC. 
 
 

Harmonization of the 2000 Mineral and Mining Law with 
the 2005 PPC Act.  

After the issuance of PPCC Regulation No. 002 in August 2007, the Liberian 
Government requested and received technical assistance from USAID in 2008 for the 
harmonization of the 2000 Minerals and Mining Law and the 2000 Petroleum Law with the 2005 
PPC Act. USAID, through the International Business Initiatives (IBI) of Virginia, USA, 
seconded Mr. Fui S. Tsikata, a Ghanaian lawyer and mineral and mining expert, to undertake the 
task concerning the Minerals and Mining Law. The 2008 Annual Report of the PPCC states that 
Mr. Tsikata submitted his report on the harmonization of the mining law with the PPC Act 60 
along with a draft set of relevant proposed amendments to the 2005 PPC Act. Confirmation that 
these proposed amendments were already incorporated into the draft amendment to the 2005 
PPC Act pending peer review is that on January 26, 2009, in President Sirleaf’s Annual Message 
to the Legislature, she stated that she would be submitting to the Legislature “an Act Amending 
the Public Procurement and Concession Act of 2005, inter alia and to harmonize the New 
Mining and Minerals Law and Petroleum Law with the PPCA”. This draft amendment 
underwent peer review during all of 2009; it was completed in December 2009. 

 
Contrary to the testimonies of Marc Kollie and Blamo Kofa, the two principal witnesses 

at the aborted trial that the draft PPC Act sent to the Legislature for enactment as the 2010 PPC 
Act did not have a Section/Article 75 when it was sent to the Legislature, Mrs. Esther Paegar, 

                                                 
60 PPCC Annual Report 2008, Page 10 
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Acting Chairman of the PPCC at the time the PPCC’s 2009 Annual Report was written and 
submitted to President Sirleaf, said that the draft amendment to the 2005 PPC Act which the 
PPCC submitted to President Sirleaf did contain Section/Article 75 on “non-bidding” areas for 
mining rights. She further said that she is not aware that it was removed by President Sirleaf; she 
insisted that since President Sirleaf already knew about the background of this provision of the 
draft PPC Act, beginning with PPCC Regulation 002 of 2007, President Sirleaf would have first 
consulted with the PPCC before removing it; but there was no such consultation by President 
Sirleaf. So, she is convinced that Section/Article 75 of the draft PPC Act remained untouched 
when the draft amendments of the 2005 PPC Act, which became the 2010 PPC Act, were 
submitted to the Legislature for enactment into law.61  

 
 

In Mr. Tsikata’s report of 6 October 2008, he made the 
following observations:  

First, “For now, we draw attention to a problem in the drafting of section 73 which ought 
to be redressed in the course of amending the PPCA. This relates to the definition, in section 73 
(1), of ‘concession’ as the ‘grant of an interest in a public asset … under the condition that … 
the asset will revert to the Government … at a determined time’. If the asset referred to is the 
mineral resource, clearly portion of the asset will not revert to the Government; it will be 
extracted and disposed of by the Licensee. A separate definition is required to cover those 
mineral rights that are to count as concessions within the meaning of the PPCA. We suggest that 
this be inserted as a new section 73 (2)”. 

 
Second, “In the course of our consultations in Liberia, it became evident that a 

consensus has emerged which recognizes that in relation to areas in respect of which there is 
insufficient information, it is impossible for the award of reconnaissance, prospecting or 
exploration licenses to be made the basis of competitive bidding procedures. There is not 
sufficient material with which to formulate bid proposals.”  

 
 

Third, “It is in recognition of this that the PPCC has adopted Regulation 002, the 
Interim Procedures for Issuing Exploration Licenses. Those envisage that an Exploration 
License will be granted without following bidding process. It makes it possible to consider a 
single application for an Exploration License. Even where more than one application is made, 
Regulation 002 talks about applying the first- come, first-serve principle in deciding who gets the 
License (though it does not state clearly what this implies).” 

 

                                                 
61 Face-to-face interview with Mrs. Esther Paegar conducted on October 18, 2017 by J. Cholo 
Brooks, a Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. Mrs. Esther 
Paegar was a former member of the PPCC and was its Acting Chairman when the PPCC’s 1999 
Annual Report was written and submitted to President Sirleaf; she was the PPCC’s Acting 
Chairman when the draft amendment of the 2005 PPC Act, which became the 2010 PPC Act, 
was submitted by the PPCC to President Sirleaf. 
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Fourth, “In this regard, while Regulation 002 adopts the correct approach, the difficulty 
with it is that it is inconsistent with the PPCA under which it purports to have been made. It is an 
elementary rule of law that subordinate legislation (which Regulation 002 is) cannot override 
principal legislation (such as the PPCA) and where there is a conflict between them, the later 
will prevail and the former declared invalid.” 

 
Fifth, “For that reason, to implement the relevant parts of Regulation 002 in a lawful 

manner, an amendment to the PPCA is required to eliminate the requirement of competitive 
bidding with respect to grants of most rights for mineral exploration.” 

 
Sixth, “A further implication of the provisions of the PPCA cited above is that the grant 

of a Mining License even to an applicant who has discovered a mineral resource pursuant to an 
Exploration License must be subjected to an auction process in which the discoverer competes 
with others. The person who has spent money in the expectation of recovering their (his) 
expenses and making a return upon a discovery should have to compete for the right to mine 
with others is clearly not justifiable. Here again, there appears to be a consensus that the 
provision is unworkable and that such an applicant should be granted the Mining License, 
subject to compliance with other applicable laws, once it establishes that there are commercially 
mineable resources.” 

 
 It appears Global Witness did not know about PPCC Regulation 002; they did not know 
about the study of Mr. Tsikata. Had they known these facts, they might never have published that 
bribery by Sable Mining through Senator Varney Sherman was responsible for the inclusion of 
non-bidding areas as a method of issuing concession for Liberia’s minerals. 
 
 It is Mr. Tsikata’s report that confirmed that PPCC Regulation No. 002, which calls for 
the grant of mineral rights based on exploration license on a non-bidding area (process) was the 
international best practice. Sable Mining had not gone to Liberia when Mr. Fui Tsikata was 
engaged by USAID through the International Business Initiative to conduct the study, and Sable 
Mining was not in Liberia when Mr. Tsikata conducted the study and made his report. Neither 
Sable Mining nor any of the accused persons influenced or could have influenced Mr. Tsikata’s 
report. Prof. Willie Belleh was not at the PPCC then.  
 

Mr. Tsikata’s report was subjected to professional review by his peers, including by Dr. 
Paul Jourdan, a South African geologist, and mining expert, who had been seconded to the 
MLME by USAID under its Governance and Economic Management Assistance Program 
(GEMAP) for Liberia. Dr. Jourdan, through tracked comments into Mr. Tsikata’s report, agreed 
with the professional observations and recommendations put forward in that report.  

 
 
 Sable Mining was not in Liberia in 2008 when Mr. Tsikata issued his report and when Dr. 
Jourdan reviewed and agreed with Mr. Tsikata’s report. None of the accused Liberian 
Government officials had anything to do with Mr. Tsikata’s report or Dr. Jourdan’s review. So, it 
would appear that Sable Mining and the accused persons could not have influence those 
processes/activities.  
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 Global Witness cannot deny these facts; they are incontrovertible; all the persons 
involved with the issuance of PPCC Regulation No. 002, Mr. Tsikata’s study and report and Dr. 
Jourdan’s review will confirm that Sable Mining and the accused persons did not influence and 
could not have influenced those processes/activities and they did not. Senior staff at the PPCC 
confirm that neither Sable Mining nor any of the accused persons had anything to do with the 
issuance of PPCC Regulation No. 002, Mr. Tsikata’s study and report and Dr. Jourdan’s 
review.62 But Global Witness never talked to these people at the PPCC at that time; on cross 
examination of the Prosecution’s principal witnesses, who claimed to have conducted the 
investigation for the indictments, they admitted that they never talked to senior staff of the PPCC 
or the MLME, who were employed at those agencies during the time PPCC Regulation No. 002 
was issued or when Mr. Tsikata conducted his study and issued his report or when Dr. Jourdan 
conducted his review of Mr. Tsikata’s report. But those processes and activities are the 
preliminary stages which eventually led to provisions of the 2010 draft PPC Act which provide 
for non-bidding areas for mineral rights in Liberia. 
 
 

Harmonization and amendment of the 2005 PPC Act 
relative to mining and mineral rights.  

By December 2009, the revision and amendment of those provisions of the 2005 PPC Act 
relative to mining were complete. The Executive Summary of the 2009 Annual Report of the 
PPCC states: “In collaboration with the World Bank and International Senior Lawyers Program 
(ISLP), Ministries of State, Justice, and Finance and other stakeholders, the Commission drafted 
a proposed amendment to the PPC Act of 2005. The draft Proposed Amendment incorporates the 
harmonized Minerals, Mining and Petroleum Laws of Liberia. The Proposed Amendment to the 
PPCA will be forwarded to the Office of the President to be submitted to the Legislature in early 
2010 for passage.”63  

The 2009 PPCC Annual Report also states as follows: 

“The Commission finalized the Draft Proposed Amendment and Restatement of 
the PPC Act during the year under review (2009) with assistance of the General 
Law Procure of Ghana funded by the World Bank, International Senior Lawyers 
of the International Senior Lawyers Program (ISLP) funded by the UNDP (United 
Nations Development Program) and the Ministries of Justice, Finance and State 

                                                 
62 Telephone interview with Mr. Joseph Neufville, Executive Director of the PPCC (January 2006 – 
February 2009) at the time that PPCC Regulation No. 002 was issued, when Mr. Fui Tsikata 
conducted his study and presented his Report, and when Dr. Paul Jourdan conducted a review 
of Mr. Tsikata’s Report and endorsed its contents and recommendations. Face-to-face interview 
in Liberia with Mr. Joseph Neufville, Executive Director of the PPCC conducted in Liberia on 
October 18, 2017 by Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist Chief Executive Officer of Global News 
Network. 
63 PPCC 2009 Annual Report, Page 1. 
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for Presidential Affairs. The Draft Proposed Amendment and Restatement of the 
PPC Act took the Harmonized Reports of the Minerals, Mining and Petroleum 
Laws of Liberia with the PCC Act into consideration. The Proposed Amendments 
also drew on ‘Lessons Learned’ from implementing the PPC Act of 2005 and 
clarified ambiguities contained therein.” 

 
The Harmonized Reports are deliverables of two legal consultants (one in 
Minerals and Mining and one in Petroleum Laws) whose services were engaged 
by the United States Government (USG) in partial fulfilment of the USG’s 
commitment to ensuring harmony of the Minerals, Mining and Petroleum Laws 
with the PCC Act because of the Contract and Concession Review Process in 
2006. The proposed amendments to the PPC Act has addressed all inconsistencies 
with the affected laws to ensure that all minerals and petroleum contracts are 
consummated without deviation to the PPC Act. The proposed Amendment to the 
PPC Act will be submitted to the Office of the President to be forwarded to the 
Legislature in early 2010 for passage.”64 (Emphasis Ours). 

 
Sable Mining was not in Liberia in 2009 when the PPCC completed its Annual Report 

and issued it in early 2010. So Sable Mining did not influence and could not have influenced the 
process of amending the 2005 PPC Act. And as stated earlier most of the accused persons did not 
have anything to do with the amendment of the 2005 PPC Act 
 
 

Reasons for Amending the 2005 PPC Act to provide for 
Non-Bidding Areas (the “first-come-first-serve” or “first-to-
file”) Process.  

The several paragraphs above first debunk the proposition of The Deceivers, the 
allegations of the indictments and the testimonies of the two principal witnesses for the 
Prosecution during the aborted trial at the circuit court that Sable Mining and the accused 
persons influenced the amendment of the 2005 PPC Act to provide for non-bidding areas in the 
2010 PPC Act. Contrary to the reasons given by Global Witness in The Deceivers, and contrary 
to the indictments and testimonies of the two principal witnesses for the Prosecution that non-
bidding areas were provided for in the 2010 PPC Act only by inserting Article/Section 75 in the 
2010 PPC Act merely to give the opportunity for Sable Mining to win the Wologizi Mountain, 
several provisions of the 2005 PPC Act were amended to provide for international best practice 
in mining. Articles/Sections 73, 75 and 95, which were already in the 2005 PPC Act were 
amended and there are five (5) reasons for these amendments. 
 

First, the definition of “concessions” in Article/Section 73 was amended to (a) 
distinguish between the right to look for minerals and the right to exploit them; (b) to include 
other natural resources. 

                                                 
64 PPCC 2009 Annual Report, Page 6 – 7. 
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Second, to attend to situations in which mining areas would not have sufficient and 

contemporary information to lend themselves to tender. 
 

Third, to attend to the temporary situation of Regulation 002; because it established a set 
of interim procedures which (even though consistent with international best practices), was 
contrary to the 2005 PPC Act and therefore could not remain in force forever. 
 

Fourth, to provide exemption to tendering for the issuance of small scale mining licenses 
as well as for mining licenses for reserves discovered by the holder of an existing exploration 
license. 
 
          The inclusion of these provisions on mineral rights in the 2010 PPC Act (amendment to 
the 2005 PPC Act) was based on the Mineral Policy of Liberia; they were meant to (1) “ensure 
an open, transparent and competitive bidding procedure for known mineral deposits, guided by 
the PPCA” and (2) have “a predictable licensing system for unknown mineral deposits”.65 When 
the Mineral Policy of Liberia was being developed (long before Sable Mining went to Liberia) 
the Liberian Government had recognized the need for an alternative licensing system to deal with 
unknown quantities and/or qualities of given mineral deposits. This policy needed appropriate 
legislation.66   

The amendments were generic and neither organization-specific nor mining area-specific. 
Additionally, it covered various actors (big scale miners and artisanal miners and quarry 
operators) and many issues: definitional, scales of mining that would classified as concessions 
and, hence, lend themselves to the concession granting process, and whether one with an 
exploration license who finds mineral in his/her given area of exploration will be subjected to 
tender of the area for which he has already expended so much resources.  They provided for 
procedures to be followed whether in bidding or non-bidding areas.67  

In the “first-come-first-served” method (non-bidding areas) as directed by the 
amendments, the real decision-maker is not the MLME Minister alone, but the nine (9) member 
inter-ministerial Cabinet Committee (IMCC) comprising of the: Chairman of the NIC, Minister 
of Justice, Minister of Finance, Minister of Planning and Economic Affairs (both of which are 
now Minister of Finance and Development Planning), Minster of Internal Affairs, two (2) other 
cabinet members appointed by the President, and the head of the Concession Entity (who, in the 
case of mining, is the Minister of Lands, Mines & Energy). In the decision-making at the IMCC, 
in the interest of transparency and fairness, the Minister of Lands, Mines and Energy or his/her 

                                                 
65 Mineral Policy of Liberia, effective March 2010, Page 7.  
66 Telephone interview on October 11, 2017 with Mr. Emmanuel Sherman, a geologist (Director of 
Liberia’s Bureau of Geological Surveys (2009 – 010) and Assistant Minister for Mineral Exploration 
and Research (2010 – 2012), Ministry of Lands, Mines and Energy. Face-to-face interview in 
Liberia with Mr. Emmanuel Sherman conducted on October 12, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a 
Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. Incidentally, Mr. 
Emmanuel Sherman is not related to Senator Varney Sherman. 
67 Ibid. 
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representative does not participate when the matter before the IMCC relates to mining or any 
other function of that agency. 

From the foregoing, and with the lead involvement of the international experts provided 
by Liberia’s development partners, clearly, the intent for amending the 2005 PPC Act to obtain 
the 2010 PPC Act was never Wologizi Mountain alone nor the beneficiary Sable Mining. 
 
 

Who Made the Amendments to Articles/Sections 73, 75 
and 95 of the 2005 PPC Act?   

 
In 2009 a joint mission of UNDP, International Senior Lawyers Program (ISLP), World 

Bank and the PPCC finalized the draft law, including Articles/Sections 73, 75 and 95, with 
inputs from Liberian stakeholders.68 International experts provided by Liberia’s development 
partners (USAID, UNDP, World Bank) recommended, justified, drafted and inserted 
amendments to Articles/Sections 73, 75 & 95 of the revised law. Key participants were Mr. Jeff 
Woods (representing UNDP/ISLP), Mr. David Osofu Dortie, (representing the World Bank). 
Key contributions came from Mr. Fui Tsikata (USAID) and Dr. Paul Jourdan (GEMAP). All of 
this was with the participation and approval of Liberian stakeholders including MOJ, MOF, 
MPEA, MOS, MLME, and PPCC. 
 
 
 

Comparison of the Amendments as at December 2009 
and the draft PPC Act, which President Sirleaf Submitted to 
the Legislature and the 2010 PPC Act.  

 
The final draft of the amended 2005 PPC Act as at December 2009, relative to 

Articles/Sections 73, 75, and 95 did not change when the draft 2010 PPC Act was submitted by 
President Sirleaf to the Legislature for enactment into law. What the Legislature enacted into law 
in September 2010 was substantially the same as the draft amendment to the 2005 PPC Act as at 
December 2009. Articles/Sections 73, 75 and 95 of the draft amendments to the 2005 PPC Act of 
December 2009 remain unchanged through its enactment into law as the 2010 PPC Act.  
 

Articles/Sections 73, 75 and 95 of the 2005 PPC Act were amended between 2008 and 
2009, and not in 2010. At this point (2008-2009) Sable Mining was not in Liberia and so could 
not have influenced these amendments. The amendments were never influenced by the Liberian 
                                                 
68 Letter dated August 5, 2010, Reference No. EJS/MOS/RL/564/’010, from President Sirleaf to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives (Hon. Alex Tyler – one of the accused Liberian 
Government officials) submitting the 2010 PPC Act (amendment to the 2005 PPC Act) to the 
Legislature for enactment into law. 
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Government officials who were indicted. The amendments were recommended, justified, crafted 
and inserted in the law by the international experts.  

 
On January 29, 2010, after she had received the draft 2010 PPC Act (draft of the 

amendment of the 2005 PPC Act) from the PPCC, President Sirleaf stated in her Annual 
Message to the Legislature: “... we will be submitting for enactment by your Honorable Body, 
several proposed Acts … including … An Act Amending the Public Procurement and Concession 
Act of 2005 inter alia to harmonize the new Mining and Mineral Law and Petroleum Law with 
the PPCA; …”. Sable Mining was not then in Liberia. Therefore, it could not have influenced the 
change of the 2005 PPC Act. 
 

This statement to the Legislature, the people of Liberia and the world confirm that by 
January 2010, the Government of Liberia had concluded all amendments and “so-called 
changes” to the 2005 PPC Act. No further changes were made until the draft was enacted into 
law in September 2010. Sable Mining did not and could not have influenced changes to this law. 
The accused persons could not have influenced and did not receive bribes from Sable Mining to 
influence these amendments of the 2005 PPC Act. There is no evidence that Senator Sherman 
ever had any plan to change the 2005 PPC Act to provide for non-bidding areas and there is no 
evidence that he ever received monies from Sable Mining to bribe Liberian Government officials 
to make any changes to the 2005 Act for the convenience or benefit of Sable Mining.  
 

The “non-bidding area” concept and the application of the “first-file first-served” 
process are international best practices, even today. “Many successful mining countries – such as 
Australia, the United States, various Latin American nations, and now quite a few African 
countries- employ the open mineral access (first-come-first served) process.” Examples of 
countries using the dual system are Algeria, Ghana, Madagascar, Mongolia, Tanzania, Zambia, 
and Democratic Republic of Congo.69 The amendments to the 2005 PPC Act provide for the use 
of the dual system (bidding and non-bidding). In the dual process, “The process for the 
allocation of mineral rights is based on either a non-competitive (free-entry system: first-come, 
first-served) or a competitive (tender or bidding) process”.  

 
It is commonly found that in some countries, the mining legislation makes provision for 

both non-competitive (free entry system) and a competitive bidding processes. However, these 
processes are not used simultaneously, but it depends on the following factors: (i) Where less 
geological information is available to government, the greater the risk and therefore the obvious 
use of the non-competitive system (first-come, first-served); and (ii) Where more assured 
information is available, the lower the risk and, therefore, the easier for bidders to make 
informed decisions and hence amenable to auctioning (tendering) system.”70  

 
 

                                                 
69 World Bank, Series # 22 (September 2011), Mineral Resource Tenders and Mining Infrastructure 
Project Guiding Principles. Extractive Industries for Development. 
70 Ibid 
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Status of the Wologizi Mountains by the Time Sable Mining 
Went to Liberia in February 2010 

 

 It is claimed in The Deceivers by Global Witness that the Wologizi Mountain is an 
unmined range thought to contain a billion tons of ore, and Wologizi Mountain is a “prize asset” 
of Liberia.71 Were these representations true, the exploration of Wologizi Mountain first 
undertaken by the Liberia Iron and Steel Corporation (LISCO) in the late 1960s72 and late 
1970s73 would have resulted at those times into the issuance of a concession to mine the iron ore. 
Also, had these representations been accurate, BHP Billiton, after conducting exploration of the 
Wologizi Mountain under an exploration license issued under PPCC Regulation No. 002, would 
not have given up its rights to the Wologizi Mountain after it had presented an exploration report 
to the Liberian Government.74 So the information contained in The Deceivers that the Wologizi 
Mountain contains billion tons of ore and is a prize asset of Liberia is simply not true; it is 
merely intended to inflame the minds of its readers about Sable Mining and the accused persons, 
to give the wrong impression that there was a considerable incentive for Sable Mining, through 
Senator Varney Sherman, to bribe Liberian Government officials so that Sable Mining will get 
the right to the Wologizi Mountain without a competitive bid. 
 

                                                 
71 See the 1st paragraph of “Part 2. Liberia: The Bribes” of The Deceivers. 
72 First Feasibility Report on Iron Mining in the Wologizi Ranges, Liberia (Mackay and Scenellmann, 
Limited, London E.C. 2, September 1968). 
73 Wologizi Iron Ore Project – Engineering Feasibility Study (AMAX Inc., April 1977). 
74 Wologizi Exploration and Relinquishment Report (BHP Billiton, 7th August 2008). 
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Wologisi Mountains, Lofa County, Liberia 

 It is true that Sable Mining, as were many other investors, was interested in the Wologizi 
Mountain in 2010; but by the time Sable Mining filed its application with the MLME, three other 
companies had filed. This means that had Wologizi Mountain been earmarked for exploration, 
these three other companies would have been the first to have their applications reviewed and 
been given the opportunity for exploration license before Sable Mining if the provisions of the 
2010 PPC Act on the non-bidding area was effective. By the time the 2010 PPC Act became 
effective, there was a total of 15 investors, who had applied to the MLME for exploration license 
or some other mineral rights to the Wologizi Mountain. So, under no parity of reasoning could 
the “non-bidding area” provisions of the 2010 PPC Act be for Sable Mining alone; those 
provisions of the 2010 PPC Act could not have been enforced for the benefit of Sable Mining 
alone; and so, there was no incentive for Sable Mining to bribe Liberian Government officials to 
get the “non-bidding areas” provisions included in the 2010 PPC Act. How could writers of The 
Deceivers possibly proposed that a legal luminary and patriot as Senator Varney Sherman is 
would bribe Liberian Government officials to enact a law for the convenience of one company, 
not for the convenience of his patrimony? 
 
 It should be noted that for the benefit of the Liberian Government and with contract from 
IBI International of Virginia, USA, USAID and GEMAP, Venmyn Rand Limited, a mineral 
consulting firm, conducted a study of all previous research and papers issued on the Wologizi 
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Mountain and made a site visit on 6th to 8th May 2009. At the end of the study, Venmyn Rand 
Limited issued a report effective 30th May 2009 entitled: “Wologizi Technical Statement And 
Comparative Evaluation As A Basis To Elicit Expressions Of Interest For A Formal Tender 
Request.” And in that report, Venmyn Rand Limited recommended that there was sufficient 
information on the Wologizi Mountain for it to be tendered (submitted to open competitive 
bidding).  It should also be noted that at a Special Cabinet meeting on February 12, 2010 (before 
Sable Mining went to Liberia), it was decided that the Wologizi Mountain would be tendered. 
 
 How then can Global Witness be so presumptuous to suggest that Sable Mining would 
pay bribes (later than February 2010) to change the 2005 PPC Act to provide for “non-bidding 
areas” in the 2010 PPC Act only so that Sable Mining would win the Wologizi Mountain? 
Before Sable Mining went to Liberia the Liberian Government had already made the decision 
that the Wologizi Mountain would be tendered.    
 

By the end of 2009, when the amendments to the 2005 PPC Act were completed, given 
the quantity and quality of information available on the Wologizi Mountain, it could never have 
had qualified to be declared a “Non-Bidding Area.” To change the law to favor Sable Mining 
getting the Wologizi Mountain without a tender, it would have been necessary to change all the 
clauses that were approved in 2009 and subsequently enacted in September 2010. It would have 
been necessary to ignore all the professional and technical recommendations that had been made 
to the Liberian Government through its development partners, such as USAID. And that was not 
possible and did not happen. To have happened, all the participating international experts would 
have had to be involved since they were the ones that recommended the changes, justified the 
changes, drafted the changes, and placed the changes into the draft law. Based on studies and 
recommendations by international experts, it was recommended that Wologizi Mountain should 
be submitted to tender and the Liberian Government had decided in conformity with those 
recommendations.75 This was before Sable Mining went to Liberia. 
 

Therefore, Globe Afrique can safely say that Sable Mining could not have obtained a 
concession for the Wologizi Mountain based on a non-bidding process and Sable Mining did not 
pay any bribes to any person or specifically to the accused persons to obtain the rights to the 
Wologizi Mountain on a non-bidding process. To the contrary, long before the amended PPC Act 
(the 2010 PPC Act) was enacted in September 2010, Sable Mining was the fourth of more than 
fifteen companies to file a formal application with the MLME for a concession for the Wologizi 
Mountain and that application would have been processed in a competitive process with the other 
applicants/bidders. 

 
So, there must be another reason or other reasons why the Liberian Government is 

prosecuting this case against the accused persons.   
 
 

                                                 
75 Minutes of Meeting of the Cabinet of the Liberian Government dated February 12, 2010. 
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Political Vendetta as the Motive for the Case Against the 
Liberians Accused in The Deceivers76 

 In the absence of evidence to substantiate the allegations of The Deceivers and 
considering that this is not the first time that Global Witness has written and published 
something against the Liberian Government and some of its officials (all of which previous 
Global Witness publications had no merits), there must be another reason or reasons why the 
Liberian Government is prosecuting this case against the accused persons in The Deceivers. 
People who are in a position to know suggest that political vendetta is the motive for the case 
against the Liberians accused in The Deceivers; they say that Global Witness merely gave 
President Sirleaf the opportunity to disgrace some high-level Liberians and to pay back those 
whom she feels opposed her in her political endeavors or ambitions in Liberia.  
 
Chris Onanuga.  

Chris Onanuga is merely a victim in this political vendetta; he is being prosecuted only 
because The Deceivers implicates him. 

 
Senator Morris Senator.  

Senator Morris Saytumah is also merely a victim of circumstances because had he not 
been indicted, having been named in The Deceivers, as having received $50,000.00, the image of 
the Prosecution would have been very bad. It is well-known that Senator Saytumah has been like 
a son to President Sirleaf and has supported President Sirleaf in all her political activities and 
ambitions. He worked with her while she was Deputy Minister and Minister of Finance in the 
Tolbert Government in the 1970s and since she became President of Liberia. He worked 
assiduously on the several political campaigns that President Sirleaf engaged in to be Liberia’s 
leader. While Senator Saytumah was relieved of his position as Minister of State for Legal, 
Economic and Financial Affairs at the end of 2010 or thereabouts, he continued to be a close 
confidante of President Sirleaf, and she supported him to become the Senator from Bomi County 
in 2014, thereby unseating another Unity Party member, Hon. Bai Bai Lansannah. Sources at 
President Sirleaf’s offices told Globe Afrique that President Sirleaf assured Senator Saytumah 
that if he were found guilty at the trial, she would immediately pardon him.  Globe Afrique asks, 
how about the others accused in The Deceivers? 

 
Dr. Richard Tolbert and Dr. Eugene Shannon.  
Like Senator Saytumah, Dr. Richard Tolbert and Dr. Eugene Shannon were strong supporters of 
President Sirleaf in each of her political campaigns, beginning as far back as 1985, 1997, 2003, 
2005 and 2011. In the case of Dr. Shannon, he supported President Sirleaf’s quest for the 
presidency of Liberia even at the risk of losing his job at the African Development Bank because 
                                                 
76 See Varney Anasters, “The Ellen ‘House of Cards’ in These Elections: Why She Doesn’t Trust the 
Current Unity Party Candidate and Exposure of her Investments in Liberty Party and CDC", Daily 
Observer newspaper, Tuesday, August 8, 2017, pages 4-5. It is a political commentator’s angle 
about the vendetta between President Sirleaf on the one hand, and Senator Varney Sherman 
and former Speaker Alex Tyler on the other hand. 
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he traveled with her from Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire, to Liberia to campaign in 1997 and 2003. 
However, when President Sirleaf reshuffled her cabinet at the end of 2010 or thereabouts, she 
dropped both Dr. Tolbert and Dr. Shannon for no ostensible reason. When inquiries were made 
of her as to why she summarily dropped these two outstanding, reputable and professional 
Liberians from her cabinet, it is alleged that President Sirleaf responded that her friends in the 
international community had advised her that Dr. Tolbert and Dr. Shannon were corrupt. 
President Sirleaf’s conduct instilled disenchantment in Dr. Tolbert and Dr. Shannon and they, in 
turn, started to say unfavorable things about her. It is commonly known in Liberia that President 
Sirleaf does not forgive or forget; she has admitted that as one of her weaknesses; she always 
pays back those whom she feels have not been fair to her or have done her any wrong. The 
prosecution of Dr. Shannon and Dr. Tolbert is the “pay-back” for speaking unfavorably about 
her; it is also an attempt to confirm her action of dropping them from the cabinet during the 
cabinet reshuffle in 2010 or thereabouts for alleged corruption. 
 
ECB Jones.   
 ECB Jones is inconsequential in this political vendetta. Even though he was initially a 
member of LAP and supported Senator Varney Sherman in the 2005 presidential elections, he 
turned his support to President Sirleaf during the run-off election against Hon. George Weah of 
the Congress for Democratic Change. He was later appointed Deputy Minister for Operations at 
the MLME; but during the cabinet reshuffle, he too was dropped, and he has been in private 
consultancy since then. He became a member of President Sirleaf’s Unity Party after LAP’s 
merger with it. So, he is a victim like Chris Onanuga and is being prosecuted only because his 
name is mentioned in The Deceivers. Why then was his name mentioned in The Deceivers? He 
was the principal representative of Dr. Eugene Shannon, then MLME Minister, on concession 
negotiations for minerals. The Deceivers would not have appeared credible if ECB Jones was not 
implicated. 
 

 President Sirleaf’s political vendetta is against Prof. Willie Belleh, 
Hon. Alex Tyler and Senator Varney Sherman in the order of growing 

intensity.  

 
Prof. Willie Belleh.  
 Prof. Willie Belleh was the secretary-general of LAP and the late Hon. Gyude Bryant was 
chairman of LAP when the special election (proportional representation) was held in Liberia in 
1997, hoping that that election would have ended Liberia’s civil war. President Sirleaf was then 
the UNDP administrator for Africa, and she did not express interest in contesting that election as 
a presidential candidate until the day LAP’s convention was being held in Monrovia. Prof. 
Belleh, the late Hon. Gyude Bryant and Senator Varney Sherman were among those leaders of 
LAP who refused President Sirleaf’s request to postpone the convention so that she would 
contest. Hon. Cletus Wotorson was selected as LAP’s candidate.  
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President Sirleaf later joined the Unity Party and contested in the special election, but the 

special election was eventually lost to Mr. Charles Taylor and his National Patriotic Party. 
President Sirleaf never forgot; she certainly didn’t forgive Prof. Belleh, the late Hon. Bryant and 
Senator Varney Sherman for “denying” her the opportunity to contest at the convention of the 
political party of which she was one of the founding members. She expressed to people at that 
time that she would get back at everyone who objected to her participation at that LAP 
convention in 1997. She tried to get back at the late Hon. Gyude Bryant, formerly the National 
Chairman of the Liberian National Transitional Government (LNTG), by prosecuting him for 
corruption after she took office as President of Liberia in 2006. She is now prosecuting the other 
two who rejected her request to postpone the LAP Convention in 1997 – Prof. Belleh and 
Senator Sherman. 
 
 The second time that Prof. Belleh and President Sirleaf had a political difference was in 
2003 when the LNTG was being formed pursuant to the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, 
which ended Liberia’s civil war. Prof. Belleh attended the Accra Peace Conference representing 
LAP and he supported the late Hon. Gyude Bryant (then LAP’s Chairman), who defeated 
President Sirleaf in the process for selection of the LNTG National Chairman. Again, President 
Sirleaf kept that in her heart; for her that was the second time that Prof. Willie Belleh had 
opposed her political ambition. 

 
President Sirleaf appointed Prof. Willie Belleh as the PPCC 
Chairman in 2012 only because LAP’s members were 
agitating that the LAP-Unity Party merger of 2010 had 
brought no direct benefits to the senior members of the 
erstwhile LAP, least to say its ordinary members. But it 
appears that President Sirleaf must have been concerned that 
revenge against Prof. Belleh might not be possible as the last 
years of her final term in office as president come to an end. 
The Deceivers presented her with the opportunity to disgrace 
Prof. Belleh just as she disgraced the late Hon. Gyude 
Bryant by subjecting him to a trial for corruption shortly 
after she was elected President of Liberia in succession to 
him. Hon. Gyude Bryant was acquitted then; it is believed 
that Prof. Belleh too will be acquitted in the absence of 
evidence to convict him. 
 
Former Speaker Alex Tyler.  
 Hon. Alex Tyler was elected to the House of 
Representatives in 2005 on LAP’s ticket; then LAP’s 
standard bearer (political leader) was Senator Varney 

Sherman. Bomi County is the origin of both Hon. Tyler and President Sirleaf (their ancestral 
homes are in very close proximity); but Hon. Tyler campaigned for Senator Varney Sherman, 
who was LAP’s presidential candidate in the 2005 elections. President Sirleaf was Unity Party’s 
presidential candidate, and she won the 2005 presidential election.  
 

The Late Hon. Gyude Bryant, former 
Interim President of Liberia 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicoInX1p7XAhXJuBoKHfzbCY8QjRwIBw&url=https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gyude_Bryant&psig=AOvVaw3RRB0sLg2PtsCL4G8rKQFH&ust=1509670391784234
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Hon. Tyler immediately assumed a leadership position in the House of Representatives; 
he succeeded Hon. Edwin Snowe as Speaker after Hon. Snowe resigned that post in 2007. 
During President Sirleaf’s first term of office, her relationship with Hon. Tyler was not the best 
for many reasons, one being that Hon. Tyler had supported Senator Varney Sherman, not 
President Sirleaf in the 2005 elections; but when President Sirleaf requested for a merger of 
Unity Party with LAP, Hon. Tyler prominently supported the merger, which was consummated 
in 2010. In 2011 Hon. Tyler was re-elected to the House of Representatives and re-elected as its 
Speaker in 2012. His relationship with President Sirleaf deteriorated, with President Sirleaf 
telling Liberians of substance that Hon. Tyler was blocking her legislative agenda. The fact of 
the matter is that Hon. Tyler raised legitimate governance issues with President Sirleaf. 
 
 The relationship between Hon. Tyler and President Sirleaf got so bad that Hon. Tyler 
resigned from the Unity Party and started a new political party. President Sirleaf, in turn, began 
to vigorously undermine Hon. Tyler as Speaker of the House of Representatives. She instigated 
opposition to Hon. Tyler by members of the House of Representatives; it is alleged that she even 
funded an attempt to remove Hon. Tyler from the position of Speaker. The opposition to Hon. 
Tyler from members of the House of Representatives was so persistently strong that he was 
eventually forced to resign. 
 
 Hon. Tyler knows that it is President Sirleaf who caused his resignation and thereby 
destroyed his political future in Liberia. On the other hand, President Sirleaf knows that if Hon. 
Tyler were to remain politically strong (he founded his political party) and President Sirleaf 
leaves office at the end of her term in January 2018, Hon. Tyler would have political power and 
might seek to revenge on her in retirement. She had to destroy Hon. Tyler’s political stature once 
and for all; The Deceivers presented the opportunity. 
  
Senator Varney Sherman.  
 It is being said in political circles that President Sirleaf, in the last few years of her final 
term as President of Liberia, had intended to use The Deceivers to prosecute and convict Senator 
Sherman and thereby destroy his political stature in Liberia before she leaves office.77 But that is 
not to happen since the case might remain unresolved at the courts by the time President Sirleaf’s 
final term ends in January 2018. 
 
The start of Senator Sherman’s problems with President Sirleaf.  

 Senator Sherman’s problems with President Sirleaf may have started after he resigned the 
partnership with the late Counsellor Christian Maxwell at the law firm of Maxwell & Maxwell in 
1989 and founded his firm, Sherman & Sherman. President Sirleaf and Counsellor Maxwell were 
personal friends for many years before his death in 1992 or thereabouts. President Sirleaf told 
friends that Senator Sherman was responsible for Counsellor Maxwell’s “early” demise because 
he stole all the major clients of Maxwell & Maxwell after he resigned the partnership. President 
Sirleaf ignored the fact that Counsellor Maxwell was a very sick man in the late 1980s and that 
he prematurely returned to Liberia in 1991 after the first cessation of hostilities in the Liberian 

                                                 
77 See “Boakai-Ellen Rift: ‘Dust’ or ‘Smoke’”, FrontPage newspaper, Friday, September 8, 2017, 
Vol. 11, No. 170 
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civil war and found nearly all his properties and investments destroyed. Counsellor Maxwell’s 
illness over many years and the distraught he experienced upon his return to Liberia shortly after 
the first cessation of hostilities in Liberia’s civil war and seeing how his properties and 
investments had been destroyed are more likely what was responsible for his death. What is 
important, however, is that President Sirleaf saw Senator Sherman’s success in law practice in 
Liberia as the downfall of Counsellor Maxwell and she vowed to do whatever she could to “pay 
back.” President Sirleaf forgot that it was this same Senator Sherman who served as her lawyer 
when she was incarcerated at the Post Stockade and being tried for treason before a military 
tribunal by the military government of President Samuel Doe in the mid-1980s. The Deceivers 
gave her the opportunity to “pay back” as her final term as President of Liberia ends and her 
huge powers would be substantially diminished or obliterated once she leaves office. 
 
President Sirleaf, Senator Sherman, and the 1997 LAP Convention.  

As stated above Senator Sherman was part of the leadership of LAP in 1997 when 
President Sirleaf requested for postponement of the LAP convention for her to contest for the 
standard bearer position against Hon. Cletus Wotorson and that request was denied. Senator 
Sherman was LAP’s lawyer and advisor to its Chairman, the late Hon. Gyude Bryant. Those 
involved in the process say that Senator Sherman vehemently opposed the postponement of the 
convention and perhaps it is his vehement opposition that mainly caused the LAP convention to 
reject President Sirleaf’s request.78 As stated earlier, President Sirleaf vowed to “pay back” all 
the senior LAP members who participated in the decision to reject her request for the 
postponement of the LAP convention in 1997, which forced her to resign from LAP and join the 
Unity Party in order to contest the special election of July 1997 against Mr. Charles Taylor and 
other candidates.79    
 
The Second Political Difference Between President Sirleaf and Senator Sherman.  

 The second time that Senator Sherman and President Sirleaf had a political difference 
was at the Accra Peace Conference in 2003 when the late Hon. Gyude Bryant called on Senator 
Sherman, who was then in the US, to go to Accra, Ghana to assist with resources and to 
campaign for him to become the LNTG National Chairman. Senator Sherman was the last 
Liberian of substance to enter Accra when the campaign for the position was going on, and it is 
believed that his contribution of enormous resources and his assiduous campaign for the late 
Hon. Gyude Bryant made it possible for Hon. Gyude Bryant to defeat President Sirleaf for the 
position of LNTG National Chairman. President Sirleaf, who does not forget or forgive, vowed 

                                                 
78 Telephone interview on September 20, 2017 with Hon. D. Sheba Brown, a LAP Executive in 
1997, formerly manager at the Central Bank of Liberia and now member of the Liberia Anti-
Corruption Commission. Hon. Brown eventually became LAP’s National Chairman and a Vice 
Chairman of Unity Party after LAP’s merger with Unity Party. Face-to-face interview in Liberia with 
Hon. D. Sheba Brown conducted on September 23, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist 
and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. 
79 Telephone interviews on September 22, 2017 with Prof. Willie Belleh, LAP’s Secretary General in 
1997 and throughout to 2010 when LAP merged with Unity Part. Telephone interview on 
September 20, 2017 with Hon. D. Sheba Brown. Face-to-face interview conducted separately on 
with both Prof. Willie Belleh and Hon. D. Sheba Brown on September 23, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, 
a Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. 
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that she would “pay back” Senator Sherman’s opposition to her quest to become the LNTG 
National Chairman.   
 
The Third Time President Sirleaf and Senator Sherman Had a Political Difference.  

 The third time that Senator Sherman and President Sirleaf had a political difference was 
in 2005 when Senator Sherman was the LAP candidate for President of Liberia, and President 
Sirleaf was the Unity Party candidate for that same position. Of course, President Sirleaf won 
that election; but the campaign statements against each other were very heated and strong. One 
of Senator Sherman’s campaign slogan was that anyone who participated in the civil war should 
“step aside”; and President Sirleaf assumed that Senator Sherman was referring to her since it is 
widely known in Liberia that President Sirleaf gave support to the rebels in the civil war.80 At the 
only debate held at the Centennial Pavilion when the moderator asked whether any of the 
candidates had a question for another candidate, President Sirleaf was the only one who raised 
her hand and said she had one question for Senator Sherman. Her question was: “What have you 
done for Liberia to deserve to become its President?” Senator Sherman responded: “Before I say 
what I have done for Liberia, I want to say that I am not one of those who brought war to 
Liberia.” President Sirleaf has never forgotten that campaign, and she vowed to “pay back” 
whenever she got the opportunity. 
 
LAP’s Merger with Unity Party And Its Consequences.  

This was the political tension between President Sirleaf and Senator Sherman when in 
2009 President Sirleaf asked Senator Sherman for a merger of Unity Party and LAP. Her 
arguments for the merger were strong and convincing. First, the merger would cause reduction of 
a large number of political parties, and the merger of two large political parties (Unity Party and 
LAP) would be an incentive for other political parties to merge. Second, she submitted that Dr. 
Edward Keselley, the founder, and original political leader of Unity Party, Hon. Jackson Doe, the 
first political leader of LAP, and Hon. Gabriel Kpolleh, founder and first political leader of the 
Liberia Unification Party (LUP) – all of whom are deceased- had intended to have a merger to 
contest the 1991 elections had the civil war of 1989 not intervened, and therefore they created 
the Grand Coalition after the 1985 elections were rigged by President Doe. Senator Sherman 
knew about the plan of the Grand Coalition; and as stated above, President Sirleaf’s arguments 
for a merger were quite convincing.81   
 
 What Senator Sherman did not suspect is that President Sirleaf’s request for a merger was 
not made in good faith; she merely wanted to neutralize Senator Sherman, who had put up a very 
strong campaign in 2005. There are some politicians in Liberia who believe that had the merger 
not occurred in 2010 and the support of LAP given to President Sirleaf in her bid for re-election 
in 2011, President Sirleaf might have lost the 2011 presidential election. This is evidenced by the 
very strong support that the Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) had and the closeness of 
                                                 
80 See Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2009), pages 270-271, where 
sanctions were imposed against President Sirleaf for her support to the rebel forces in the 
Liberian civil war.  
81 Interview with Senator Varney Sherman on July 15, 2017. Face-to-face interview in Liberia with 
Senator Varney Sherman conducted on August 8, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist 
and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. 
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the votes between the new Unity Party and CDC at the end of the first round. A loss of her 2011 
bid for re-election would have been devastating for President Sirleaf. She had determined that 
such loss would have meant that the Liberian people had rejected her after being President for six 
years; it would have been worse than a loss in 2005 when she could have said the Liberian 
people did not know what she could do for them. So, President Sirleaf vigorously pursued the 
merger between Unity Party, LAP and LUP, which was consummated in 2010. It was Senator 
Sherman who convinced LUP to join the merger.82   
 
 According to those who were involved in the merger, President Sirleaf did not comply 
with any of the agreements (both written and unwritten) that caused the merger of the three 
political parties. As a result, instead of the number of political parties reducing in Liberia, it has 
increased because Liberians have no faith in mergers given the experience with the Unity Party-
LAP-LUP merger. President Sirleaf even ignored Article 17 of the Constitution of the “new” 
Unity Party, which provides that if the Presidency of Liberia is won on the ticket of the “new” 
Unity Party, the executive branch of government would be organized in consultation with the 
party and the party would nominate persons to government positions for consideration by the 
elected president.83 As National Chairman of the Unity Party, Senator Sherman had the Article 
17 Committee set up but President Sirleaf ignored them and their recommendations. So, 
whenever Unity Party partisans protested President Sirleaf’s governance of Liberia, especially 
her failure to adhere to promises underpinning the merger, President Sirleaf assumed that they 
were encouraged or supported by Senator Sherman.84 President Sirleaf’s “DNA” being not to 
ever forget or forgive, she needed an opportunity to pay Senator Sherman back; and The 
Deceivers presented that opportunity. 
 
President’s Sirleaf Opposed Senator Sherman’s Candidacy for Senator from 
Grand Cape Mount County.  
 President Sirleaf opposed Senator Sherman’s candidacy to become a senator from Grand 
Cape Mount County in the 2014 mid-term elections; unlike Vice President Joseph Boakai who 
went to Grand Cape Mount County to campaign for Senator Sherman, President Sirleaf never 
did. She never gave him any resources but instead gave resources to his opponents in that 
election. After Senator Sherman won the seat as a senator with a landslide vote (more than 60%), 
the Executive Committee of the Unity Party sat and decided that its National Chairman should 
contest to be the next President Pro Tempore of the Liberian Senate. President Sirleaf opposed 
that decision; not only did she eventually support Senator Joseph Nagbe of the Liberia People’s 
Party (an opposition political party) to be the next President Pro Tempore but before then she 
provided resources to CDC’s Dr. Foday Kromah, who had gotten a mere 15% of the votes in the 

                                                 
82 Telephone interview on September 25, 2016 with Hon. Isaac Mannah, Vice Chairman of Unity 
Party, who was LUP National Chairman in 2010 when the merger was consummated. Face-to-
face interview in Liberia with Hon. Isaac Mannah, conducted on September 25, 2016 by J. Cholo 
Brooks, a Liberian journalist and Chief Executive Officer of Global News Network. Hon. Mannah 
has been Vice Chairman of Unity Party since 2010.  
83 Unity Party Constitution, Art. 17. 
84 Telephone interview with Hon. Wilmot PAYE, formerly Secretary General of Unity Party and now 
National Chairman of Unity Party. Face-to-face interview in Liberia with Hon. Wilmot Paye 
conducted on September 27, 2017 by J. Cholo Brooks, a Liberian journalist and Chief Executive 
Officer of Global News Network. 
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senatorial election for Grand Cape Mount County, to challenge Senator Sherman’s election 
results at the National Elections Commission and the Supreme Court so that Senator Sherman 
would not be available to contest for the office of President Pro Tempore of the Senate.  
 

The National Elections Commission ruled for Senator Sherman and Dr. Kromah, on the 
encouragement of President Sirleaf, appealed for review at the Supreme Court. Contrary to the 
Liberian Constitution that an appeal from a decision of the Board of Commissioners of the 
National Elections Commission to the Supreme Court must be decided within seven (7) days 
after it is filed,85 this challenge continued unresolved at the Supreme Court until the election for 
President Pro Tempore was over, and Dr. Kromah unceremoniously withdrew his challenge from 
the Supreme Court. However, Senator Sherman eventually became Chairman of the Senate’s 
Committee on Judiciary, Claims, Petitions and Human Rights because he joined forces with 
other senators to elect Senator Armah Jallah as the President Pro Tempore even though he was 
not then sworn into office as a senator. He also succeeded in getting Unity Party’s Hon. George 
Tengbeh to be the Chairman of the Senate’s Committee on Rules, Order, and Administration and 
Unity Party’s Senator Edward Dagoseh to be the Chairman of the Senate’s Committee on Ways, 
Means and Finance. So, Senator Sherman continued to be a person of political influence in 
Liberia notwithstanding opposition from President Sirleaf and even after undergoing a brain 
surgery in the United States in May 2017.86 

 
 

                                                 
85 The Liberian Constitution, Art. 83(c). 
86 Hot Pepper newspaper, “After Successfully Undergoing Brain Surgery: Cllr. Varney Sherman 
Secures Cape Mount For VP Boakai”, Tuesday, August 8, 2017. Vol. 2 #503, pages 1 and 3. See 
also, FrontPage newspaper, “Varney Sherman Returns With A Bang”, Friday, August 11, 2017, Vol. 
11 No. 152, pages 1, 6. 
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The Implications of Senator Sherman’s Preference of Vice President Boakai as 
Political Leader for the Unity Party and Hon. Wilmot Paye as National Chairman 
of the Unity Party.  

 
Hon. Wilmot Paye, former Secretary General of the Unity Party and currently National Chairman of the Unity 
Party 

The next major political difference that President Sirleaf and Senator Sherman had was 
the choice of her successor as the political leader for the Unity Party and the choice of his 
successor as the new National Chairman for the Unity Party. Senator Sherman openly and 
strongly supported Vice President Boakai to succeed President Sirleaf as the political leader of 
the Unity Party and to contest the 2017 election for President of Liberia. Vice President Boakai 
was not President Sirleaf’s choice; she had originally wanted Dr. Toga McIntosh, who resigned 
as ECOWAS Vice President so that President Sirleaf would become ECOWAS Chairman before 
her term of office as Liberia’s President is over. Dr. McIntosh returned to Liberia to be a Unity 
Party candidate for the presidency of Liberia.  

 
When Dr. McIntosh discovered that he would not have Senator Sherman’s support and 

therefore might not succeed, he resigned from Unity Party. It was believed that President Sirleaf 
thereafter strongly supported Counsellor Charles Brumskine of the Liberty Party against her Vice 
President; it is also believed that after she listened to the result of polls conducted by Israeli 
posters which placed Senator George Weah, the football star in second place to Vice President 
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Boakai, Presaident Sirleaf turned her support from Counsellor Charles Brumskine to Senator 
George Weah of the Congress for Democratic Change against her Vice President. These 
international pollsters predicted that Senator George Weah was likely to be the second highest 
winner of the vote in the presidential election, Vice President Boakai would be the first, and 
Counsellor Charles Brumskine would be a distant third. The results of the October 10, 2017, 
elections placed Senator George Weah as the first and Vice President Boakai as the second in the 
number of votes cast; Counsellor Brumskine came third.  
 

As for the position of National Chairman of the Unity Party, Senator Sherman supported 
Hon. Wilmot Paye and President Sirleaf supported Hon. Harrison Karnwea. Senator Sherman’s 
support for Hon. Wilmot Paye was so overwhelming that Hon. Harrison Karnwea eventually 
decided not to contest. So, at the convention of the Unity Party in 2016, Vice President Boakai 
was elected unopposed as the new political leader of the Unity Party; Hon. Wilmot Paye was 
elected unopposed as the new national chairman of the Unity Party. Senator Sherman had 
managed to undercut President Sirleaf in the politics of the Unity Party for the second time, as 
President Sirleaf did not support Hon. Paye in 2010 to be the Secretary General of Unity Party, 
but through Senator Sherman’s support, Hon. Paye won that position at a Unity Party 
Convention in early 2011. President Sirleaf did not succeed in deflating Senator Sherman’s 
massive influence in politics within the Unity Party and generally in Liberia. The Deceivers gave 
her the opportunity to disgrace Senator Sherman and damage his political fortunes. 

 
Senator Sherman as a possible running mate to Vice President Boakai.  

The 2010 Articles of Merger between LAP, LUP and Unity Party provide that if the 
presidential candidate came from one of the constituent political parties, the vice-presidential 
candidate would come from the other political party. Given Senator Sherman’s stature in politics 
and the fact that he took LUP on board the merger, it was assumed that he would be the vice-
presidential candidate for the new Unity Party if President Sirleaf were selected to be the 
presidential candidate. However, in the name of continuity and to ensure that Unity Party would 
win the election, Senator Sherman deferred to Vice President Boakai to succeed himself. So Vice 
President Boakai owes Senator Sherman “one.” Vice President Boakai owes Senator Sherman 
“two” when Senator Sherman outsmarted President Sirleaf and managed to get Vice President 
Boakai elected unopposed as the new political leader for Unity Party in succession to President 
Sirleaf. So President Sirleaf assumed that Vice President Boakai might try to repay these debts 
by choosing Senator Sherman as his running mate for the October 2017 elections; something 
which President Sirleaf would never allow if she could stop it.  According to sources within the 
hierarchy of the Unity Party, who prefer to remain anonymous, The Deceivers gave President 
Sirleaf the opportunity to damage Senator Sherman’s character and reputation in such a way that 
Vice President Boakai would not consider him to be his running mate. Conviction of the crimes 
for which he and other Liberia Government officials were indicted would seal his political fate 
forever; they think President Sirleaf surmised.       
 
The Implications of the 2013 Independence Day Oration by Senator Varney 
Sherman.  
 It should not be forgotten that President Sirleaf, some assume perhaps in the spirit of 
reconciliation, gave Senator Sherman the platform to be the national orator for the celebration of 
Liberia’s Independence Day in Tubmanburg, Bomi County on July 26, 2013. In his oration, 
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Senator Sherman both praised and criticized President Sirleaf’s governance of Liberia, and one 
of his criticisms was about the rampant corruption in the country.87 President Sirleaf was visibly 
angry with Senator Sherman while the Liberian public received his oration very well. At the 
Independence Day program, President Sirleaf strongly responded to Senator Sherman’s oration 
and later even got members of her government to respond to Senator Sherman’s oration in both 
the print and electronic media. What The Deceivers did for President Sirleaf was to give her the 
opportunity to label Senator Sherman as corrupt after he had criticized her government as 
corrupt.  
 
The Implication of the Rejection of Counsellor Fonati Koffa as President Sirleaf’s 
Choice to be Minister of Justice.  

 Finally, it should be recalled that after the resignation of Counsellor Benedict Sannoh as 
Liberia’s Minister of Justice, President Sirleaf’s first choice was Counsellor Fonati Koffa to 
become the new Minister of Justice. When President Sirleaf told Counsellor Koffa that he would 
be considered for the position, Counsellor Koffa immediately began to lobby for acceptance by 
Liberia’s stakeholders because at that time he was a felon in North Carolina, USA, on fraud 
charges and still serving his probation and he had not practiced law long enough in Liberia to be 
elevated to a very difficult and tense job as Minister of Justice.  
 

When President Sirleaf told Senator Sherman about her preferment of Counsellor Koffa 
as the next Minister of Justice, Senator Sherman strongly and immediately rejected it. In his 
capacity as National Chairman of the Unity Party and as Chairman of the Senate’s Committee on 
Judiciary, Claims, Petitions and Human Rights, he could easily derail the nomination of 
Counsellor Koffa. Even though it was supposed to be a confidential communication between a 
National Chairman and Standard Bearer of the Unity Party, President Sirleaf called Counsellor 
Koffa and informed him about Senator Sherman’s rejection of him as the new Minister of 
Justice; thereafter President Sirleaf appointed Counsellor Frederick D. Cherue, a former Senator 
from River Gee County, as the new Minister of Justice. Obviously, Counsellor Koffa has a sour 
gripe with Senator Sherman, and President Sirleaf made sure to appoint Counsellor Koffa as the 
special prosecutor for those implicated in The Deceivers. What else would Counsellor Koffa do 
but everything to indict, try and convict Senator Sherman and others implicated in The Deceivers 
even if there is no evidence to substantiate the allegations. 

 
 

The Implication of the Initial Rejection of Mr. Boima Kamara as Minister of 
Finance and Mr. Milton Weeks as Governor of the Central Bank of Liberia.  

 
After the resignation of Mr. Amara Konneh as Minister of Finance and the end of the 

term of Mr. Mills Jones as Governor of the Central Bank of Liberia, President Sirleaf nominated 
Mr. Boima Kamara, then Deputy Governor of the Central Bank of Liberia, and Mr. Milton 
Weeks, then Executive Director of the Bankers’ Association of Liberia, to respectively be the 

                                                 
87 See Senator Varney Sherman’s Oration on Independence Day on July 26, 2011. 
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new Minister of Finance and Governor of the Central Bank of Liberia. It is after the nomination 
of these two gentlemen to the Liberian Senate that President Sirleaf called to her offices Senators 
who had been elected on the ticket of the Unity Party to get their support for her nominees. Two 
Senators, who attended that meeting and who prefer to remain anonymous, said that Senator 
Sherman refused to support the nominations. He suggested that Mr. Boima Kamara, who had 
recently before then been appointed Deputy Governor of the Central Bank of Liberia was still 
acquiring knowledge and experience in monetary policy and had no knowledge or experience in 
public finance. In the case of Mr. Weeks, Senator Sherman refused to support the nomination for 
reason the Mr. Weeks presided over two failed banks in Liberia and had recently been rejected 
by the Board of Directors of the Liberian Bank for Development and Investment in his bid to be 
that bank’s president. Senator Sherman suggested that Mr. Weeks was not therefore qualified to 
be the nation’s chief banker. As to the Ministry of Finance, Senator Sherman asked President 
Sirleaf in her face whether she wanted to directly and personally run and manage the Ministry of 
Finance and that is why she was recommending Mr. Kamara, who had no experience in public 
finance, to be its head. President Sirleaf must have concluded there and then that she would not 
have it easy during her last years as President with Senator Varney Sherman as a prominent 
member of the Liberian Senate. Global Witness gave her the opportunity to disgrace and 
diminish Senator Sherman; but it is public knowledge that since then Senator Sherman is an even 
more powerful Senator. 

 
 

Senator Sherman’s recent bid to be the next President Pro Tempore of the 
Senate.   

 
In August 2017, Senator Sherman sent a Flag Day Message to his colleagues of the 

Senate in which, he, among other things, announced a bid to be the next President Pro Tempore 
of the Liberian Senate for the 54th Term of the Legislature. Those who are aware of the “feud” 
between President Sirleaf and Senator Sherman are already speculating that President Sirleaf will 
oppose Senator Sherman and do whatever she can to ensure that Senator Sherman does not 
succeed in his second bid to be President Pro Tempore. However, information from several 
senators is that they will support Senator Sherman’s bid notwithstanding their own suspicions 
that President Sirleaf will oppose him. 

 
Would President Sirleaf’s vast power as Liberia’s President and the enormous wealth she 

has amassed overtake Senator Sherman and cause him to lose his second bid to be the President 
Pro Tempore? Several Senators believe that Senator Sherman will be judged on his performance 
and his stature as an outstanding politician and lawyer in Liberia, not on President Sirleaf’s 
money and power, which they are convinced she will apply to kill Senator Sherman’s ambitions. 

 
The “feud” between President Sirleaf and Senator Sherman, if Globe Afrique may 

describe their relationship like that, has been so widely published in newspapers of general 
circulation in 2017 that it is not necessary to cite sources for information on it. 
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Describing the process at the Theft Court and the Supreme 
Court. Why President Sirleaf? 

 
 The process at the Theft Court and the Supreme Court is, therefore, a persecution, not a 
prosecution. President Sirleaf herself knows very well that during the first term of her presidency 
(2006 to 2012), no new law was promulgated, and no structural changes were made without the 
participation of Liberia’s development partners (USAID (through GEMAP), EU, World Bank 
and UNDP) and assistance from the ISLP. Change of the 2005 PPC Act to the 2010 PPC Act 
was a major change of Liberian law; it was a major structural change in Liberia’s concession and 
procurement law and processes. Liberia’s development partners were intricately involved, and it 
was not possible to include a new concession process (non-bidding areas (“first-come-first-
served”) method) for mining concession without the approval of these international partners; it 
could not have been done without the knowledge and approval of President Sirleaf herself. There 
is no way that any foreign investor could have bribed any Liberian, including Liberian 
Government officials, to make such major change to Liberia’s procurement and concession law 
and President Sirleaf knows this. So, why then does President Sirleaf believe The Deceivers and 
has appointed a special prosecutor to prosecute those implicated by The Deceivers except to use 
The Deceivers to revenge against those whom she perceives to be her political adversaries? 
 

Throughout this entire process, there has been a total disregard for the facts and the 
evidence. All that both President Sirleaf and Counsellor Koffa want is to get a court to convict 
the persons accused by The Deceivers of committing bribery, economic sabotage, criminal 
conspiracy, criminal solicitation and criminal facilitation. Such conviction, they believe, will 
bring down these “high and mighty” Liberians forever; in the case of Senator Sherman and Hon. 
Tyler, their political careers, and ambitions would be killed forever, they assume. 
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No one denies that corruption is cancer in Liberia; it is destroying the very fabric of the 
country. However, even though she has promised to fight corruption, President Sirleaf is not 

sincere in this fight. She and her family are embroiled in 
corruption; just check the bankruptcy of the National 
Oil Company of Liberia (NOCAL) after millions and 
millions of dollars were poured into it from licensing 
fees paid by international oil companies which obtained 
licenses to explore for petroleum in Liberia. Her son, 
Robert Sirleaf, was the NOCAL Chairman, a clear 
evidence of nepotism which Christiane Amanpour of 
CNN raised with President Sirleaf during her recent 
attendance at the meeting of the UN General Assembly. 
She very lamely answered Christiane Amanpour’s 
question. Incidentally, another son of President Sirleaf 
is the most senior Deputy Governor of the Central Bank 
of Liberia. During the 12 years of her administration, 
President Sirleaf has managed to get only one 
corruption case successfully prosecuted – the Bropleh 
case. Mr. Bropleh was head of the Liberia 
Telecommunications Authority, which grants licenses 
for telecommunications companies and regulates them.  

 
In this Global Witness case, no assets or resources of the Liberian Government were 

alleged to be used; and Global Witness itself admitted that Sable Mining did not get anything 
from the alleged corruption. Then why is President Sirleaf so zealously prosecuting the accused 
persons in this case?  

 
Why hasn’t she prosecuted the other cases or matters of corruption in Liberia with the 

same zealousness? The answers to these questions show that there is political motivation for the 
prosecution of the accused persons; it is not because there is any cogent evidence against them 
that they have committed the crimes for which they were indicted and are now being tried by a 
court of law.    
 

Conclusions  

Global Witness investigates and reports on matters of governance in developing 
countries, but there appears to be no record of a report by Global Witness about good things done 
by any developing country; investigations by Global Witness are almost always directed at 
showing the bad sides of governance of a developing country. Global Witness gets its funding 
and support by writing reports, such as The Deceivers, about developing countries, especially 
African countries. Simply stated, to continue to get funding Global Witness must continue to 
write and publish reports, such as The Deceivers, about African countries; that is a very strong 
incentive for the writing and publication of The Deceivers. 

Mr. Robert Sirleaf, President's Sirleaf's son, 
who was Chairman of the now defunct 
National Oil Company of Liberia 
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The Deceivers is not the first report that Global Witness has written about Liberia; it has 
written several reports on various subjects, including corruption. However, The Deceivers is the 
first report on Liberia by Global Witness which the Liberian Government has taken sufficiently 
serious enough to appoint a special prosecutor to investigate and prosecute those implicated in it. 
Why is that? The answer is simple; President Sirleaf’s political protagonists (Senator Varney 
Sherman, Prof. Willie Belleh, and former Speaker Alex Tyler) were implicated in The Deceivers. 
President Sirleaf has forgotten that these three persons were responsible for the merger of the 
Liberia Action Party and the Liberia Unification Party with the Unity Party, which made it 
possible for her to win the 2011 election.  

 Global Witness claims it went to Liberia to investigate before publishing The Deceivers 
and Global Witness says that its investigators talked to unnamed sources in Liberia before 
publishing The Deceivers. Global Witness says that the motivation for the bribes by Sable 
Mining directly and through Senator Varney Sherman was to change the 2005 PPC Act and 
include Article/Section 75 in the 2010 PPC Act that provides for non-bidding areas for mining so 
Sable Mining would win the Wologizi Mountain. However, in their visit to Liberia, if any such 
visit was made, investigators of Global Witness did not talk to former officials of the PPCC, such 
as Mr. Joseph Neufville, who was Executive Director of the PPCC from January 2006 to 
February 2009 (when the process leading to the changes of the 2005 PPC Act was started with 
the issuance of PPCC Regulation 002 in 2007 and the various studies and reports by international 
experts and the drafting of the 2010 PPC Act).  

Incidentally, after leaving the Executive Director position, Mr. Neufville continued to 
work with the PPCC as a technical advisor from March 2009 to January 2013. Global Witness 
did not talk to Mr. Joseph Suah, PPCC Director for Administration during those times and who 
served as Acting PPCC Executive Director from February 2009 until July 2009, when Ms. Peggy 
Meres was appointed the PPCC Executive Director. Global Witness did not talk to Ms. Meres 
either even though she was the PPCC Executive Director when the draft of the 2010 PPC Act 
was completed and when the 2010 PPC Act was enacted into law in September 2010. Global 
Witness did not talk to persons such as Hon. Sam Russ, a geologist, and lawyer, who served at 
various times as Deputy Minister of Justice and Deputy Minister of Lands, Mines and Energy 
and was intricately involved in the process of amending the 2005 PPC Act to obtain the 2010 
PPC Act. Global Witness did not talk to any member of the PPCC, especially those involved 
with the amendment of the 2005 PPC Act to get the 2010 PPC Act. Researchers for Global 
Witness never talked to Liberia’s development partners (USAID (and its GEMAP personnel or 
experts), EU, UNDP, the World Bank and ISLP), all of whom participated in and assisted in the 
change of the law. It would also appear that Global Witness does not know about the existence of 
Dr. J. Christian Ngot Konglo, Mr. Fui Tsikata, Dr. Paul Jourdan, Mr. Jeff Woods and Mr. David 
Osofu Dortie, each of whom played some part in the drafting of one or more of the following: 
Regulation No. 002, the Mineral Policy and the 2010 PPC Act; and each of which document led 
to inclusion of “non-bidding areas” in the 2010 PPC Act. Instead, investigators of Global 
Witness were interested in mundane things such as the color of the villa in which Senator 
Sherman has his law offices and the part of Monrovia where that villa is situated. And this is the 
report on which the Liberian Government is prosecuting the accused persons. 
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 Had Global Witness conducted a good investigation with due 
diligence, it might not have accused Senator Sherman and former 

Liberian Government officials of the crimes for which they have been 
indicted in Liberia. 

 Interestingly, even though President Sirleaf knows the process through which the 2005 
PPC Act was amended to get the 2010 PPC Act and even though she named some of the 
international organizations which assisted the Liberian Government in drafting the amendment, 
she elected to appoint the Koffa Commission to investigate and prosecute those Liberians 
implicated in “The Deceivers”.  And unlike Globe Afrique, Global Witness and the Koffa 
Commission never interviewed or talked to any of the persons or international organizations who 
were involved in the amendment of the 2005 PPC Act. Had the Koffa Commission done a 
thorough and impartial investigation, it would have fairly reported that no bribes were paid by 
anyone to get the “non-bidding” clauses of Article/Section 75 included in the 2010 PPC Act. But 
it appears that Counsellor Fonati Koffa merely did what President Sirleaf wanted; and of course, 
Counsellor Fonati Koffa appeared to have had his score to settle with Senator Varney Sherman 
for “denying” him the coveted position of Minister of Justice of Liberia.     

There is no evidence to convict the persons accused in The Deceivers beyond all 
reasonable doubts. Global Witness admitted that it published The Deceivers based on 
information given by disaffected employees of Sable Mining or any other of the companies 
owned by Mr. Philippe-Henri Edmonds and Mr. Andrew Groves. In the case of Liberia, Global 
Witness has not only relied on such disaffected employee(s) but has also relied on hacked emails 
(admittedly leaked to them), which are not admissible in court as evidence. The Deceivers itself 
is not admissible in court as evidence, and its writers have shown no inclination to appear in 
court in Liberia and be cross-examined by the Defense. As stated above, the prosecution of this 
case is motivated by political vendetta; it is merely a political witch-hunt. Global Witness merely 
provided the opportunity for that political vendetta to be manifested to the advantage of President 
Sirleaf. 

 One can only hope that eventually all the accused will be acquitted, and their reputations 
will be restored after being sullied by Global Witness, the Koffa Commission, and President 
Sirleaf. Perhaps the new Liberian government that is elected this year (2017) might consider 
opening a new investigation, un-tinted by politics, vendetta and witch-hunting. And if this is 
done, the facts and circumstances of this Report convince us that the new government will 
abandon the pursuit of this un-meritorious case against the accused and restored to them their 
reputation, integrity, and credibility. And we urge the new Liberian government, based on this 
Report, to open a new investigation into the accusations levied against the Liberians accused in 
“The Deceivers.”   
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Motivation for Conducting This Investigation 

 The unwarranted damage by The Deceivers to the reputation and professional careers of 
Liberians is one of our motivations for conducting this investigation and issuing this Report. We 
had to find out the veracity of the allegations contained in The Deceivers and the Koffa 
Commission’s Special Presidential Taskforce on the Global Witness’ Report dated December 23, 
2016, and the indictments obtained by the Koffa Commission against the Liberians accused in 
The Deceivers.   

 For example, Senator Varney Sherman is known to be one of Liberia’s most well-known 
persons, both in politics and the legal profession; he is believed to be a person of good character, 
honesty and integrity. It appears The Deceivers is on a path to destroy all of that. Then there is 
Dr. Eugene Shannon, a geologist and Liberia’s only petrologist and Dr. Richard Tolbert, a 
former Wall Street investment banker, both of whom before the publication of The Deceivers 
were deemed to be reputable professionals with successful consulting firms in Liberia. There is 
Prof. Willie Belleh, one of Liberia’s foremost management and project consultants, founding 
partner of ZubahBelleh Associates, a successful consulting firm in existence for more than 25 
years; he is formerly the Dean of the Horton Business School at the University of Liberia. And 
The Deceivers is about to destroy the reputation and integrity he has built over the years. And 
there is Mr. ECB Jones, whose professional career and reputation were above reproach before 
the publication of The Deceivers and he is about to be destroyed. And we can go on and on 
talking about the good character and impeccable reputation of all those Liberians accused in The 
Deceivers.  

 Another reason for conducting the investigation and issuing this Report is that the media 
(print and electronic), it appears, was co-opted by the Koffa Commission and they have written 
adversely about the accused persons; it appears that they published only what the Koffa 
Commission wanted to be said to the Liberian public. Perhaps, the Liberian media assumed that 
posture because Senator Sherman had publicly announced that he would not talk about The 
Deceivers in the press but would defend himself in court. Perhaps there is another reason why 
the media only carried what the Koffa Commission said and even failed to carry the dismal 
prosecution that the Koffa Commission lawyers and witnesses conducted in the aborted trial.  

 Having dumped The Deceivers on a gullible Liberian public that was already angry about 
corruption in Liberia and giving the “piling up” the media was conducting, it was necessary for 
an independent third party to consider The Deceivers and try to investigate and evaluate its 
contents. 

 Then there are Liberian Government officials and Liberia’s development partners who 
know all about the process through which the 2005 PPC Act was amended to obtain the 2010 
PPC Act and who know that Senator Sherman and Sable Mining did not influence and could not 
have influenced the change of the 2005 PPC Act to provide for “non-bidding areas” in the 2010 
PPC Act. None of them is saying anything to the contrary of what The Deceivers have said and 
against what the Liberian Government is doing. Some of these Liberian Government officials are 
still in President Sirleaf’s Government; some are out of President Sirleaf’s Government, but all 



Investigation into the Liberia Section of “The Deceivers” (a Global Witness Report) 
 

P a g e  76 | 91 

 

are concerned about what President Sirleaf might do to them if they were to say anything. This 
“culture of silence” will be inimical to any defense that the accused persons might interpose at 
the trial. Somebody independent needed to investigate and issue this Report.  

 Then not being strangers to Liberia and its procurement and concession processes during 
President Sirleaf’s first term of office, we had our suspicions about the veracity of The 
Deceivers. How can such significant structural changes in the laws of Liberia and the 
procurement and concession process be made through bribery of Liberia Government officials 
and without all of Liberia’s development partners at the time being involved with it? We knew 
about USAID and its Governance and Economic Assistance Program (GEMAP) for Liberia, 
especially its Recommendations for Class C Mining Regulations and Their Implementation and 
Future Amendments to the Mining and Mineral Act in Liberia (April 2010), and the many 
consultants USAID had working with various agencies of the Liberian Government (e.g. the 
PPCC and the MLME). We knew about the involvement of the EU and UNDP and World Bank 
and the ISLP, the latter being involved in all negotiations for concessions and the drafting of new 
laws and agreements. How could this structural change of adding “non-bidding areas” to the 
PPC Act be done without their involvement? For reasons unknown to Globe Afrique, none of 
them has made any representation to the Liberian Government or the Liberian public to stop 
what appears clearly is a witch hunt of the President’s critics and adversaries. 

 Then the callous and whimsical way in which President Sirleaf handled The Deceivers 
(referring it to Counsellor Fonati Koffa to investigate and prosecute those implicated in it), 
without any reference to the National Chairman of her political party (Senator Varney Sherman) 
is another reason why we became interested in investigating The Deceivers and the motivation 
for the prosecution of the Liberians implicated in it. When Senator Sherman said on the “Bumper 
Show”, a talk show on Liberia’s national radio station (the ELBS) that President Sirleaf had not 
contacted him about The Deceivers since it was published, President Sirleaf said when she was 
informed about the pending release of The Deceivers she alerted Senator Sherman by text 
through Mrs. Euphemia Brewer-Fasama, her Executive Assistant. President Sirleaf also said that 
when she did not get a response, she assumed that Senator Sherman did not feel that there was 
need for collaborative effort.88 Seriously??? In addition to several telephone numbers which 
President Sirleaf had or has for Senator Sherman, she had or has two email addresses for him 
(varneysherman@gmail.com and shermanlawliberia@gmail.com). Her offices are a stone-throw 
away from Senator Sherman’s offices at the Capitol Building, which she has personally visited 
on at least one occasion. Then there are Senator Sherman’s offices at the law firm (R. Fole 
Sherman Law Building) and his home in Congo Town, Monrovia – both of which are well-
known to President Sirleaf. What real efforts, if any, were made by President Sirleaf to contact 
Senator Sherman before Global Witness issued The Deceivers to the world? 

                                                 
88 Email of Tuesday, May 17, 2016 from Mrs. Euphemia N. Brewer-Fasama to Senator Sherman. 
The email is from an Executive Mansion account (ebfasaa@emansion.gov.rl) to Senator 
Sherman’s email accounts (shermlawrl2@yahoo.com and shermanlawliberia@gmail.com).  

mailto:varneysherman@gmail.com
mailto:shermanlawliberia@gmail.com
mailto:ebfasaa@emansion.gov.rl
mailto:shermlawrl2@yahoo.com
mailto:shermanlawliberia@gmail.com
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 Then there is the ruling of the Theft Court on Senator’s Sherman’s motion to dismiss the 
prosecution for the reason of time limitation.89 His lawyers submitted that the case against him 
was time-barred because the offenses were claimed to have been committed in 2010 and 
indictments were obtained in 2016; under Liberian law, prosecution should have commenced 
within five (5) years. Judge Emery Paye looked at clear and convincing evidence of the statute of 
limitation and ruled that the motion to dismiss contained mixed issues of law and fact and so the 
accused should go to trial.  

 Then there is the certiorari proceeding before Associate Justice Banks. Judge Yamie 
Gbessay had ruled that the Prosecution should present witnesses to testify to the contents of The 
Deceivers and the emails allegedly exchanged between Sable Mining and Senator Sherman, 
especially when Senator Sherman had claimed that the Yahoo account for Sherman & Sherman 
had been hacked and those emails doctored. Judge Gbessay ruled that the accused have the right 
to cross-examine the writers of The Deceivers and the alleged writers or presenters of emails 
allegedly exchanged between Sable Mining and Senator Sherman. Those documents by 
themselves constitute hearsay and not admissible in evidence, and Judge Gbessay ruled that until 
such time that the Prosecution presented witnesses to testify to the existence and contents of 
those documents, he would not mark and admit them into evidence. Associate Justice Banks 
overruled Judge Gbessay by merely saying that the court should not control how the Prosecution 
presents its evidence. We think that it is the function and role of the court – to control in keeping 
with law what evidence should be allowed at a trial.  

 Also, the mere fact that the Koffa Commission brought to Liberia Mr. Paul O’Sullivan, a 
South African con artist, who knows nothing about the case against the accused persons, to 
testify at the aborted trial for the prosecution, aroused Globe Afrique’s skepticisms. Worse still is 
that Mr. O’Sullivan surreptitiously left Liberia after his character was exposed by a few Liberian 
newspapers; but the Liberian newspapers never reported on the implications of the Koffa 
Commission trying to get a character like Mr. O’Sullivan to testify for the prosecution in the 
aborted trial. Certainly, this was an additional reason and a huge incentive for independent 
researchers to delve into Global Witness and its report, The Deceivers, and to explore the 
veracity of its allegations and claims against the accused persons.    

 Globe Afrique believes that it has given an objective version of the story. The 
organization hopes that those who might be interested in this matter will take a closer look at it 
and make their judgments, not a judgment based on The Deceivers alone or what the Koffa 
Commission has had the media carry over the past months. More importantly, we hope that 
justice will be served, and the huge evidence presented by this Report will be useful to the 
accused in their trial whenever it resumes. Finally, we also hope that this Report will restore to 
the accused their reputations, which have been damaged by The Deceivers. 

 

                                                 
89 Criminal Procedure Law, section 4.2(a). It provides that felony shall be prosecuted within five 
years after it is committed, or it is barred. 
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The 5th Law of Power: 

“So much depends on reputation. Guard it with your life.” 
With massive power and enormous resources, President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf seeks to destroy the reputations of 

those Liberians falsely accused of crimes by The Deceivers. Good people should not let it happen. 

 

 

**********************THE END********************************** 

 

 

 

  



Investigation into the Liberia Section of “The Deceivers” (a Global Witness Report) 
 

P a g e  79 | 91 

 

Annex I: Globe Afrique’s Interview Questions for Counsellor 
Fonati Koffa 

1) What is the status of the trial of the former Liberian Government officials 
accused by the Global Witness in their publication, THE DECEIVERS? 

2) Now that you are a candidate for the House of Representatives, don’t you 
think that this is a violation of the law for you to continue as a special 
prosecutor in this case? How would you be able to perform as a special 
prosecutor after you are elected as a legislator and would not this be 
tantamount to abandoning the prosecution of the case? 
 

3) Let us go to the meat of your investigation of the allegations made by Global 
Witness in its publication, THE DECEIVERS. It is alleged that Sable 
Mining, through Senator Varney Sherman, bribed several former Liberian 
Government officials to have the 2005 PPC Law amended to allow for “non-
bidding areas” in the management of Liberia’s mineral resources. It is also 
alleged that the reason for that was so Sable Mining would be able to win the 
Wologizi Mountain without a bid. Do you have sufficient evidence to 
substantiate these allegations? If so, what is the evidence? 
 

4) President Sirleaf’s letter to the Legislature says that the World Bank, UNDP, 
the EU and the International Senior Lawyers Program (ISLP) assisted the 
Liberian Government in amending the 2005 PPC Law. During your 
investigation did you confer with people from these organizations to confirm 
their involvement and did anyone offered bribes to influence a change of the 
law? If so, who at these agencies did you talk to and what did they say to 
you? 
 

5) During your investigation, did you talk to present and former senior staff of 
the PPCC and the Ministry of Lands, Mines and Energy (MLME) who were 
involved with the process of amending the 2005 PPC Law to get the 2010 
PPC Law? If so, whom did you talk to and what did they tell you in 
confirmation of the allegations of bribery contained in THE DECEIVERS? 
 

6) Did you talk to Mr. Joseph Neufville, former Executive Director of the 
PPCC, who was involved in the process to amend the 2005 PPC Act, and 
what did he say to you about the allegations of bribery to get the 2005 PPC 
Law amended? 
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7) Did you talk to Ms. Peggy Meres, who was the Executive Director of the 
PPCC when the amendment of the 2005 PPC Law was completed and sent 
to the Legislature for enactment into law and what did she say to you about 
the allegation of bribery to get the 2005 PPC Law amended.  
 

8) We have talked to some of the actors, who acted on behalf of the World 
Bank, USAID, UNDP, the ISLP and the EU in the process of amending the 
2005 PPC Law. One of these person is Dr. J. Christian Ngot Konglo, a 
Ugandan mineral expert, who was seconded by the EU to assist the PPCC 
develop and issue a PPCC Regulation No. 002, which provided the interim 
procedures for the MLME to issue exploration licenses for minerals without 
tendering? Did you talk to Dr. Konglo about the allegations of bribery to 
amend the 2005 PPC Law and what did he say to you? 
 

9) It is our information that Dr. Konglo drafted PPCC Regulation No. 002, 
which was issued by the PPCC in 2007, and that this was the forerunner to 
the inclusion of “non-bidding areas” in the amended 2005 PPC Law, which 
became the 2010 PPC Law. Did your investigation reveal this? 
 

10) It is our information that Prof. Fui Tsikata, a Ghanaian mineral expert, 
was engaged by USAID through International Business Initiatives of the 
United States to conduct a study to harmonize the 2005 PPC Law with the 
2000 Minerals and Mining Law and in his 2008 report he proposed that PPC 
Regulation No. 002, was good but should be incorporated into the new law. 
He proposed that “non-bidding areas” in Liberia’s mineral laws was a good 
thing. During your investigation, did you talk to Prof. Tsikata and what did 
he have to say about the allegations of Global Witness that former Liberian 
Government officials were bribed to put “non-bidding areas” in the amended 
2005 PPC Law, which became the 2010 PPC Law?    
 

11) It is also our information that Dr. Paul Jourdan, a South Africa mining 
and mineral expert, who was seconded to the MLME by GEMAP/USAID, 
reviewed Prof. Tsikata’s 2008 Report and confirmed that “non-bidding 
areas” should be included in the revision of the 2005 PPC Law. Did you talk 
to Dr. Jourdan; and if so, what did he have to say about allegations of the 
Global Witness that former Liberian Government officials were bribed to get 
provisions of “non-bidding areas” into the revised 2005 PPC Law, which 
became the 2010 PPC Law? 
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12) During your investigation, did you talk to Mr. Jeff Woods, who 
represented the UNDP and the ISLP in the process for drafting the 
amendment of the 2005 PPC Law, which became the 2010 PPC Law? If so, 
what did he say about the allegations of Global Witness that former Liberian 
Government officials were bribed to include “non-bidding areas” in the 2010 
PPC Law? 
 

13) Also during your investigation, did you talk to Mr. David Osofu 
Dortie, who represented the World Bank, in the process for drafting the 
amendment of the 2005 PPC Law, which became the 2010 PPC Law? If so, 
what did he say about the allegations of Global Witness that former Liberian 
Government officials were bribed to include “non-bidding areas” in the 2010 
PPC Law? 
 

14) Have you read the 2009 Annual Report of the PPCC? I ask this 
question because that Annual Report said that the draft of the amendment of 
the 2005 PPC Law had been completed and would be submitted to the 
President shortly thereafter for onward submission to the Legislature for 
enactment. Sable Mining came to Liberia in February 2010 after that Annual 
Report was published. Does it not appear to you inconceivable that Sable 
Mining could have influenced the draft amendment to the 2005 PPC Law 
when that draft was completed before Sable Mining came to Liberia? 
 

15) Did you talk to Mrs. Esther Peagar, who was the Acting Chairman of 
the PPCC when its 2009 Annual Report was issued? I asked that question 
because according to Mrs. Paegar, Article 75 of the 2010 PPC Law was part 
of the draft of the amended 2005 PPC Law that was sent to President Sirleaf 
for onward submission to the Legislature for enactment. I ask this question 
also because Mrs. Paegar’s version of the process contradicts the testimony 
at the trial of Mr. Marc Kollie, one of your investigators, who claimed that 
Article 75 of the 2010 PPC Act was not in the draft that was sent by 
President Sirleaf to the Legislature for enactment? Another reason for asking 
this question is because Article 75 and other provisions in the 2010 PPC 
Law related to Article 75 appear too bulky to be inserted at the Legislature 
and neither President Sirleaf nor her assistants at the Executive Mansion 
would recognize that change to the draft she submitted to the Legislature. 
 

16) Isn’t it this Article 75 of the 2010 PPC Law that Global Witness says 
that Sable Mining paid bribes, through Senator Varney Sherman, to have 
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included in the 2010 PPC Law and this is one reason why the Liberian 
Government is prosecuting Senator Varney Sherman and these former 
Government officials? 
 

17) Do you believe Mr. Marc Kollie that President Sirleaf sent a draft 
amended 2005 PPC Law to the Legislature for enactment and a major 
change, such as inclusion of “non-bidding areas” in the amendment, was 
made and President Sirleaf did not notice that major change when approving 
the new law (the 2010 PPC Law) to give it effect in September 2010? 
 

18) In the Report submitted by the Special Presidential Taskforce, it is 
stated that Mr. Heine Van Niekierk and Mr. Klaus Piprek, both South 
African citizens and employees of Sable Mining in Liberia, were 
interviewed by your investigators for the Report issued by the Taskforce. 
You named them as witnesses when you obtained the indictments. Why did 
you refuse to bring them to testify for the prosecution and be cross-examined 
by lawyers for the defense when the Judge gave you eight (8) days (based on 
your request) to bring them to testify? 
 

19) If these foreign witnesses could not come to testify, did you seek their 
depositions? If you didn’t, why not? Also, is seeking their deposition 
provided for under Liberian law? 
 

20) What do you say to people who believe you have not conducted a 
thorough investigation? What do you say to people who believe you are only 
following President Sirleaf’s instructions on what findings to bring? Is it true 
that you are using this investigation to settle a score with Senator Varney 
Sherman, who had objected to President Sirleaf nominating you to be the 
Minister of Justice in succession to Counsellor Benedict Sannoh, who had 
earlier resigned?  
 

21) At the time that you were appointed special prosecutor, you were still 
Chairman of the Liberty Party? Does it not seem suspicious that of all 
lawyers or other professionals in Liberia President Sirleaf would appoint you 
to investigate the National Chairman of her Unity Party and other high 
officials of her Unity Party? 
 

22) Isn’t it true that you were given more than US$500,000.00 for 
investigation of the Global Witness allegations against these former 
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Government officials and especially the Unity Party Chairman? Isn’t it true 
that the National Security Agency (NSA) is being used to funnel money for 
this investigation so that neither you nor the Liberian Government would 
have to account for it? If this is not true, through which Liberian 
Government agency and budget line did you get funding for the 
investigation? 
 

23) Have you accounted for the funding for the investigation and are you 
prepared to submit to an audit?    

 

 

  



Investigation into the Liberia Section of “The Deceivers” (a Global Witness Report) 
 

P a g e  84 | 91 

 

Annex II: Globe Afrique’s Interview Questions for Mr. Marc 
Kollie, Mr. Blamo Kofa, and Mr. Aaron Aboah 

1) Let us go to the meat of your investigation of the allegations made by Global 
Witness in its publication, THE DECEIVERS. It is alleged that Sable 
Mining, through Senator Varney Sherman, bribed several former Liberian 
Government officials to have the 2005 PPC Law amended to allow for “non-
bidding areas” in the management of Liberia’s mineral resources. It is also 
alleged that the reason for that was so Sable Mining would be able to win the 
Wologizi Mountain without a bid. Do you have sufficient evidence to 
substantiate these allegations? If so, what is the evidence? 
 

2) President Sirleaf’s letter to the Legislature says that the World Bank, UNDP, 
the EU and the International Senior Lawyers Program (ISLP) assisted the 
Liberian Government in amending the 2005 PPC Law. During your 
investigation did you confer with people from these organizations to confirm 
their involvement and did anyone offered bribes to influence a change of the 
law? If so, who at these agencies did you talk to and what did they say to 
you? 
 

3) During your investigation, did you talk to present and former senior staff of 
the PPCC and the Ministry of Lands, Mines and Energy (MLME) who were 
involved with the process of amending the 2005 PPC Law to get the 2010 
PPC Law? If so, whom did you talk to and what did they tell you in 
confirmation of the allegations of bribery contained in THE DECEIVERS? 
 

4) Did you talk to Mr. Joseph Neufville, former Executive Director of the 
PPCC, who was involved in the process to amend the 2005 PPC Act, and 
what did he say to you about the allegations of bribery to get the 2005 PPC 
Law amended? 
 

5) Did you talk to Ms. Peggy Meres, who was the Executive Director of the 
PPCC when the amendment of the 2005 PPC Law was completed and sent 
to the Legislature for enactment into law and what did she say to you about 
the allegation of bribery to get the 2005 PPC Law amended.  
 

6) We have talked to some of the actors, who acted on behalf of the World 
Bank, USAID, UNDP, the ISLP and the EU in the process of amending the 
2005 PPC Law. One of these person is Dr. J. Christian Ngot Konglo, a 
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Ugandan mineral expert, who was seconded by the EU to assist the PPCC 
develop and issue a PPCC Regulation No. 002, which provided the interim 
procedures for the MLME to issue exploration licenses for minerals without 
tendering? Did you talk to Dr. Konglo about the allegations of bribery to 
amend the 2005 PPC Law and what did he say to you? 
 

7) It is our information that Dr. Konglo drafted PPCC Regulation No. 002, 
which was issued by the PPCC in 2007, and that this was the forerunner to 
the inclusion of “non-bidding areas” in the amended 2005 PPC Law, which 
became the 2010 PPC Law. Did your investigation reveal this? 
 

8) It is our information that Prof. Fui Tsikata, a Ghanaian mineral expert, was 
engaged by USAID through International Business Initiatives of the United 
States to conduct a study to harmonize the 2005 PPC Law with the 2000 
Minerals and Mining Law and in his 2008 report he proposed that PPC 
Regulation No. 002, was good but should be incorporated into the new law. 
He proposed that “non-bidding areas” in Liberia’s mineral laws was a good 
thing. During your investigation, did you talk to Prof. Tsikata and what did 
he have to say about the allegations of Global Witness that former Liberian 
Government officials were bribed to put “non-bidding areas” in the amended 
2005 PPC Law, which became the 2010 PPC Law?    
 

9) It is also our information that Dr. Paul Jourdan, a South Africa mining and 
mineral expert, who was seconded to the MLME by GEMAP/USAID, 
reviewed Prof. Tsikata’s 2008 Report and confirmed that “non-bidding 
areas” should be included in the revision of the 2005 PPC Law. Did you talk 
to Dr. Jourdan; and if so, what did he have to say about allegations of the 
Global Witness that former Liberian Government officials were bribed to get 
provisions of “non-bidding areas” into the revised 2005 PPC Law, which 
became the 2010 PPC Law? 
 

10) During your investigation, did you talk to Mr. Jeff Woods, who 
represented the UNDP and the ISLP in the process for drafting the 
amendment of the 2005 PPC Law, which became the 2010 PPC Law? If so, 
what did he say about the allegations of Global Witness that former Liberian 
Government officials were bribed to include “non-bidding areas” in the 2010 
PPC Law? 
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11) Also during your investigation, did you talk to Mr. David Osofu 
Dortie, who represented the World Bank, in the process for drafting the 
amendment of the 2005 PPC Law, which became the 2010 PPC Law? If so, 
what did he say about the allegations of Global Witness that former Liberian 
Government officials were bribed to include “non-bidding areas” in the 2010 
PPC Law? 
 

12) Have you read the 2009 Annual Report of the PPCC? I ask this 
question because that Annual Report said that the draft of the amendment of 
the 2005 PPC Law had been completed and would be submitted to the 
President shortly thereafter for onward submission to the Legislature for 
enactment. Sable Mining came to Liberia in February 2010 after that Annual 
Report was published. Does it not appear to you inconceivable that Sable 
Mining could have influenced the draft amendment to the 2005 PPC Law 
when that draft was completed before Sable Mining came to Liberia? 
 

13) Did you talk to Mrs. Esther Peagar, who was the Acting Chairman of 
the PPCC when its 2009 Annual Report was issued? I asked that question 
because according to Mrs. Paegar, Article 75 of the 2010 PPC Law was part 
of the draft of the amended 2005 PPC Law that was sent to President Sirleaf 
for onward submission to the Legislature for enactment. I ask this question 
also because Mrs. Paegar’s version of the process contradicts the testimony 
at the trial of Mr. Marc Kollie, one of your investigators, who claimed that 
Article 75 of the 2010 PPC Act was not in the draft that was sent by 
President Sirleaf to the Legislature for enactment? Another reason for asking 
this question is because Article 75 and other provisions in the 2010 PPC 
Law related to Article 75 appear too bulky to be inserted at the Legislature 
and neither President Sirleaf nor her assistants at the Executive Mansion 
would recognize that change to the draft she submitted to the Legislature. 
 

14) Isn’t it this Article 75 of the 2010 PPC Law that Global Witness says that 
Sable Mining paid bribes, through Senator Varney Sherman, to have 
included in the 2010 PPC Law and this is one reason why the Liberian 
Government is prosecuting Senator Varney Sherman and these former 
Government officials?  
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Annex III: Globe Afrique’s Interview Questions for Mr. Hein 
Van Nerkierk and Mr. Klaus Piprek – Had the Investigators 
Interviewed Them 

Questions for Heine Van Nerkierk 
 

1) Is it true, as alleged by the Liberian Government prosecutors, that for 
immunity from prosecution for the crimes of bribery, criminal facilitation, 
criminal solicitation and criminal conspiracy, you admitted to giving money 
to Senator Varney Sherman, then lawyer for Sable Mining Africa Limited, to 
bribe Liberian Government officials to change the 2005 Public Procurement 
and Concession Act to provide for “non-bidding process” within the mining 
and mineral process of Liberia so that Sable Mining would get the Wologizi 
Mountain without a competitive bid? 
 

2) Is it true that you provided to the Liberian Government prosecutors a 
statement in which you admitted to the crimes of bribery, criminal facilitation, 
criminal solicitation and criminal conspiracy so that that statement would be 
used against Senator Varney Sherman and former Liberian officials to 
prosecute them for the crimes of bribery, criminal facilitation, criminal 
solicitation and criminal conspiracy? 
 

3) You were indicted in Liberia for commission of the crimes of bribery, criminal 
facilitation, criminal solicitation and criminal conspiracy in Liberia in respect 
of the same matter of influencing the change of the 2005 Public Procurement 
and Concession Law to provide for “non-bidding areas” in Liberia’s mining 
and mineral concession process so that Sable Mining would get the Wologizi 
Mountain without a competitive bid. Do you admit to the commission of these 
crimes in Liberia?  
 

4) Did you provide to the Liberian Government prosecutors emails allegedly 
exchanged between you and Senator Sherman and his law firm, which show 
that you, he and the former Liberian Government officials under indictment, 
committed the crimes of bribery, criminal facilitation, criminal solicitation 
and criminal conspiracy in Liberia to change the 2005 Public Procurement 
and Concession Act to provide for “non-bidding areas” so that Sable Mining 
would get the Wologizi Mountain without a competitive bid? 
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5) The Liberian Government prosecutors have a spreadsheet of what they alleged 
are the payments made by Sable Mining through you to Senator Varney 
Sherman for onward payments to former Liberian Government officials to 
influence the change of the 2005 Public Procurement and Concession Act to 
provide for “non-bidding areas” in Liberia’s mining and mineral concession 
process so that Sable Mining would get the Wologizi Mountain without a 
competitive bid. They intend to use this spreadsheet to prosecute Senator 
Varney Sherman and former Liberian Government officials for committing 
the crimes of bribery, criminal facilitation, criminal solicitation and criminal 
conspiracy. They say that you confirm the existence of this spreadsheet and 
that the contents thereof are true. Do you confirm this? 
 

6) According to Sable Mining’s London office, you supervised its activities in 
Liberia in 2010. Where you in any way involved with the change of the 2005 
Public Procurement and Concession Act to provide for “non-bidding areas” 
in Liberia’s mining and mineral concession process so that Sable Mining 
would get the Wologizi Mountain without a competitive bid?  
 

7) What is your general reaction to the allegations contained in the Global 
Witness Report of 2016, entitled The Deceivers, insofar as related to Sable 
Mining’s activities in Liberia in 2010? 
 
 

Questions for Klaus Piprek 
 

1) We know that you were one of the senior managers for Sable Mining in 
Liberia in 2010 and we wish to inform you that the Liberian Government 
prosecutors have alleged that you told them that you, Mr. Heine Van Nerkierk 
and Mr. Andrew Grooves, flew in an executive jet to Liberia and during the 
flight, Mr. Grooves opened a briefcase which contained US$500,000.00 
intended to bribe Dr. Eugene Shannon, then Minister of Lands, Mines and 
Energy and Mr. E.C.B. Jones, then Deputy Minister of Lands, Mines and 
Energy to influence the amendment of the 2005 Public Procurement and 
Concession Act to provide for “non-bidding areas” in Liberia’s mining and 
mineral concession process so that Sable Mining would get the Wologizi 
Mountain without a competitive bid. Is this true? 
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2) The Liberian Government prosecutors have alleged that you said that upon 
arrival in Liberia with the US$500,000.00 you, Mr. Van Nerkierk and Mr. 
Grooves went to dinner at the home of Dr. Eugene Shannon, where Mr. E.C.B. 
Jones also was, and that after dinner Mr. Grooves asked you to excuse them. 
The Liberian Government prosecutors said that while you were leaving you 
turned and saw Mr. Grooves hand over to Dr. Eugene Shannon the briefcase 
containing the US$500,000.00. Is this true? 
 

3) If your answer to these first two questions are yes, how did you know how 
much money was in the briefcase? Was it counted in your presence? 
 

4) The Liberian Government prosecutors have presented a series of emails 
allegedly exchanged between Sable Mining and Sherman & Sherman and 
intended to be used to prosecute Senator Varney Sherman and former Liberian 
Government officials for the crimes of bribery, criminal facilitation, criminal 
solicitation and criminal conspiracy. They claim that you know about these 
emails and have authenticated their existence. Is this true? 
 

5) The Liberian Government prosecutors also have a spreadsheet of what they 
alleged are the payments made by Sable Mining through Mr. Heine Van 
Nerkierk to Senator Varney Sherman for onward payments to former Liberian 
Government officials to influence the change of the 2005 Public Procurement 
and Concession Act to provide for “non-bidding areas” in Liberia’s mining 
and mineral concession process so that Sable Mining would get the Wologizi 
Mountain without a competitive bid. They intend to use this spreadsheet to 
prosecute Senator Varney Sherman and former Liberian Government officials 
for committing the crimes of bribery, criminal facilitation, criminal 
solicitation and criminal conspiracy. They say that you confirm the existence 
of this spreadsheet and that the contents thereof are true. Do your confirm 
this? 
 

6) You were indicted in Liberia for commission of the crimes of bribery, criminal 
facilitation, criminal solicitation and criminal conspiracy in Liberia in respect 
of the same matter of influencing the change of the 2005 Public Procurement 
and Concession Law to provide for “non-bidding areas” in Liberia’s mining 
and mineral concession process so that Sable Mining would get the Wologizi 
Mountain without a competitive bid. Do you admit to the commission of these 
crimes in Liberia?  
 



Investigation into the Liberia Section of “The Deceivers” (a Global Witness Report) 
 

P a g e  90 | 91 

 

7) Did you provide to the Liberian Government prosecutors emails allegedly 
exchanged between you and Senator Sherman and his law firm, which show 
that you, he and the former Liberian Government officials under indictment, 
committed the crimes of bribery, criminal facilitation, criminal solicitation 
and criminal conspiracy in Liberia to change the 2005 Public Procurement 
and Concession Act to provide for “non-bidding areas” so that Sable Mining 
would get the Wologizi Mountain without a competitive bid? 
 

Annex IV: Actual Statement of Account with Sherman and 
Sherman 
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